
Trumpet Article for May 12, 2021  

Repaying Trouble 

II Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Paul began his letter with an introduction and a salutation (verses 1-4). As always, Paul took 

advantage of every opportunity to give praise to those suffering as faithful Christians. Not only were they 

enduring under their afflictions, but they were growing in faith and love for each other. 

The church at Thessalonica was shaken in mind and troubled because of a forged letter that 

supposedly came from Paul. They understood the letter to mean that they were experiencing the kind of 

suffering that Paul had said the child of God would be delivered from. 

So, Paul wrote to tell them not to fret, because their suffering would be but for a season. Paul 

shifted from the greeting to the comforting that could be found in persecution. To suffer for the cause of 

Christ is of great value, not that it guarantees us a place in heaven (for salvation is by grace through faith), 

but that it guarantees us rewards in heaven. We can rest assured that God will give every believer a just 

reward for the works done in this life.  Don’t become discouraged. 

Job asked the question, “why do the righteous suffer?”  Considering the prosperity of the lost 

sinner, one must grasp the reality that a pay day is coming and that the law of sowing and reaping demands 

that all receive their just recompense. Do not long to have the things of this world which the lost seek 

after; but keep in mind that the lost person’s possessions are all he will ever enjoy, while the best for the 

believer is yet to come. 

It is no wonder that Paul, speaking of that glorious deliverance awaiting the child of God, said, “I 

reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall 

be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). For the believer, there awaits a place of eternal beauty and bliss where 

he will live eternally with his lovely Savior and Lord. 

As Christians, we must live for eternity, not just for the present. In fact, living with eternity’s values in 

view is what makes our Christian life meaningful today. We walk by faith and not by sight. 

A Christian farmer, whose ungodly neighbor’s harvest exceeded his own, was confronted one 

evening by the neighbor, who said, ‘I thought you said it pays to serve God and to be a Christian.” “It does 

pay” replied the Christian, “but God doesn’t always pay His people in September.”  Remember that God 

is faithful, and He will remember His own.    

 



From Our Missionaries:  

 Connection Point, Brookland: Chad White writes, “We enjoyed a wonderful week at Connection 

Point. On Wednesday, our ladies group had a game night with snacks, games, and lots of laughs.  

“On Saturday, we had our Men’s Breakfast with a great turn-out and a compelling devotional.  

“Sunday was a great day. We had a good attendance to celebrate Mother’s Day. We had 3 families 

dedicate their babies to the Lord in our Baby Dedication Ceremony. We also honored all our mothers and 

mother figures with a gift and a rose for each one. We are thankful to God for this amazing day.” 

The Mustard Seed, Cain:  Jim Tollison writes, “We had another great day at the mission.  Ron 

and Mary Warren presented a great music program.  We had 5 first time visitors with us. Some live next 

door to the church.  Their kids have been regular Wednesday night attendees.  Encourage your church 

kids to keep on coming, and their parents may soon follow. Our attendance Sunday was in the forties, 

which is a pretty good post-Pandemic crowd.   

“It is my prayer that we, as a nation, are turning the Covid corner.  Encourage your friends and 

family to get back to corporate worship. Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together.  God Bless 

all who read this.” 

 Misión Creciendo en Cristo [Growing in Christ], North Little Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas 

writes, “During the week we developed our discipleship meetings, normally in the 6 groups that currently 

exist, each group at a different stage.  In total there are 34 people involved in discipleship.  

“On Sunday we celebrated Mother's Day, we had 19 mothers present, we prayed for them, we had 

special songs and verses recited by daughters.  One of the elderly mothers, Doña Reina, who visited us 

from Honduras sang a song of gratitude to God, it was a very emotional moment, she sang a cappella and 

ended with a broken voice.  

“Héctor and Alejandra dedicated their little daughter, Lael, to the Lord, prior to her presentation, 

Aba, her eldest 7-year-old daughter, sang a song expressing her love and gratitude to her mother.  

“The preaching was developed in the book of Ruth, taking Naomi as a diligent mother, who faced 

adversity with well-planned initiative and trust in God, aware of the environment that surrounded her.  

“Upon leaving the temple, each one was able to pick up a cupcake, with a soda and each mother 

received a gift from the church.” 

 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: Ruben Isturiz writes, “This Sunday was one of those days with a lot 

of activities, I preached twice, at 10:30 am at Bethel Baptist Church where brother Ali Velásquez pastors 

and then I went to Ebenezer to begin our Celebration Service at 12: 30 pm. We also celebrated Mother's 

Day, each sister received a small gift from our congregation.  



“The Berean Groups (Cells) continue to function and for the first time my children (Rubencito and 

Zuly) are taking discipleship in a formal way.  Keep praying for Jenny that she will make her decision for 

Christ.  Each Berean Group continues to teach not only the Word of God, but they are also transmitting 

life.  

“The MBL gave authorization so that each chaplain could give Bible studies in a face-to-face way, 

it will be a blessing to impact the lives of the players, pray that each baseball player has a thirst for the 

Word of God.  

“Keep praying for the activities in our anniversary month. My wish is that God continues to bring 

to Ebenezer people with a thirst for God. To God be the glory!” 

Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny Shew writes, “We had a wonderful week at Faith Chapel. Only 

half of our members were able to attend Sunday Morning.  Some are still recovering from surgeries, some 

were sick, and some were traveling out of state, but even with them out, we had several return visitors and 

3 first time visitors, and we had our best attendance in several weeks. Our members brought visitors, and 

some of our visitors brought visitors. We had a wonderful Mother’s Day service, and a great study Sunday 

night!  

“We closed on the house last week, so we will be living in Flippin, with the Mission very soon. 

Thank You Lord! He opened every door! The sellers made a generous donation to Faith Chapel. They are 

currently experiencing major health problems, please join us in prayer for this precious couple, we have 

prayed with and for them every time we have been with them, and they not only appreciate it, but they 

have also come to expect it.  

“Please continue to pray for us, for Faith Chapel, for Flippin and Marion County, the Lord is 

hearing our prayers, and answering.  In Christ’s Love.” 

The Table, Springdale: Clinton Morris writes, “Still looking into a place for our hopeful July 

17th event.  

“We are behind on the website and I hope that we can tackle these things this week. Also working 

on inviting a few more folks out to the church. 

“I am looking forward to chatting with a Pastoral Candidate that has a heart for the people that this 

ministry is targeting.  Is God bringing the future pastor of my plant this early into the plant? 

“It has been a crazy couple of weeks, and God has shown Himself through everything.  

“Continue praying for us. Things to specifically pray for us: A second vehicle, an inexpensive 

meeting spot for our church, spirit leading for the people that God is bringing into this plant, and that we 

will see souls saved.” 


