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Who is really free? 

Part 4 of 5 

Remember there is a lot going on in that prison. Paul and Silas are beaten and jailed inside the dark 

interior of a musty prison. If you listen closely you can hear the cursing, the bellyaching, the whining 

and the complaining… no wait. What is that I hear? Praying? Singing? It’s midnight in prison and these 

two battered missionaries are having a worship service. Their situation, no matter how dark their 

circumstance, no matter how dire, did not have the power to hold them captive.  They lifted their eyes to 

the hills where their help would come from. A hope began to swell within them. They thought about 

Jesus and the price that He paid. They thought about the Father and the promises He had made. They 

thought about the Spirit and the comfort He gave. Paul began to pray out loud, giving thanks to God for 

all His goodness. Silas starts humming a tune. Before long singing starts echoing down the stone walls 

of the prison. Paul and Silas were free. They had been forgiven of every sin they had ever 

committed. They had been adopted into the family of God. They had a real, ongoing relationship with 

God, and the promise of a home in heaven.  We would have looked, and we would have thought that 

Paul and Silas were captive, but we would have been wrong. Jesus said, “If the Son sets you free, you 

are free indeed.”  As Paul and Silas exercised their freedom, the ground begins to shake. Dust falls from 

the prison ceiling. Suddenly, with a metallic clank, every door and every chain in the prison is unlocked 

and forced open. As the dust settles, reality is revealed. Paul and Silas are not held captive by any 

prison. They are free.  

Then there is the jailer. As he tried to get some sleep, the earthquake shakes him awake. The sound of 

the doors swinging open caused him to jump to his feet. ‘No, no, no,  not this, not now.’ The despair, the 

dread and the fear that had lurked beneath the surface, suddenly bursts into view. The emptiness he had 

hid so well for so long, now floods into the open. He may have appeared to be free, he may have 



appeared to have it all together, but the reality was that he was the prisoner, living a meaningless life 

devoid of hope. As the reality of his situation sank in, he drew his sword from its sheath. There in the 

gloom of despair, as desperation drives this jailer to do the unthinkable, a voice calls out from the 

darkness.  

To be continued. 

From Our Missionaries:  

 Connection Point, Brookland: Chad White writes, “We had a good week at Connection Point. 

Sunday was a good day. We enjoyed a great worship time together. We also had some great small 

groups meet, as well. We are thankful for the faithful people who help make our ministry happen, week 

in and week out. 

 “Sunday, we began passing out baby bottles for the Pregnancy Resource Center in Jonesboro. 

We will collect money and change for the next several weeks and then turn that money in to help fund 

the center. The PRC works to help young women who are at a high risk for choosing abortion, discover 

other options. They literally save the lives of unborn babies ever year.  

 “This week was also a week of repairs at the church. We had a few plumbing issues and we 

cleaned and waxed our floors. Thanks to Paul White and Brian Jackson for keeping God’s house in 

working order.”  

The Mustard Seed, Cain:  Jim Tollison writes, “We had a wonderful service at the mission 

Sunday. Our song service was a special joy. All our folks really got into it. We had some first time 

visitors. Part of our congregation was made up of young folks, 20 in fact,  from age 2-15. Young people 

bring joy and excitement with them everywhere they go. They are the ones that lifted our spirits during 

our song services. Hearing Jesus Name being honored during worship reminds us of why we are at 

church. 



 “We have our first movie night coming up Wednesday night, showing “The Ten 

Commandments”. Our menu for the evening, Popcorn and Hot Dogs! This should be fun. 

 “Thanks again for your prayers and support.” 

 Misión Creciendo en Cristo [Growing in Christ], North Little Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas 

writes, “On Thursday, February 20th, María Fernanda’s birthday, we went to visit her at the university 

and we shared a good family time, it is an advantage that she is a few hours away. We thank God for the 

life of our daughter, she has managed to stand firm in her faith, she is being a positive influence with her 

friends, in fact, there are several of them who accompany her to church on Sunday mornings. She has 

joined a discipleship group for students at the university, and is also achieving very good grades in her 

classes. 

 “This Sunday, I imagine that like most churches in our association, we had a missionary 

emphasis program. We based our reflection on Romans 10: 8-15. With the theme "The justice of God 

must be available to all." 

 “It was an excellent opportunity to talk about the benefits of belonging to the BMA for the 

fulfillment of the great commission. We also talked about the way we visualize the participation of our 

congregation in bringing the gospel to every nation, and we prayed and raised an offering for our 

worldwide missions. 

 “We thank God for being associated with churches that wish to fulfill God's purpose, we thank 

God for the BMA and pray for each of the local churches that make the task possible; sending, praying 

and offering. We thank God for each one of you. With love, your congregation Growing in Christ.” 

 Life Journey, Fort Smith: Darrin Smith writes, “We are enjoying great worship services and 

the Lord is really blessing us. For the last few weeks we have had first time visitors.  



 “We really have a burden for the people around us. There are so many needs. The Lord has a 

plan for us to reach this side of Fort Smith. This part of town is called Southtown and we want to be the 

touch of Jesus to them. Pray for us as we continue to reach those around us.” 

 Grace, Green Forest: Carter Pearce writes, “We have begun a study on the “Sermon on the 

Mount” in our Sunday services. A major feature of the message in the Sermon on the Mount deals with 

the focus of the heart. Religious leaders at the time were so focused on specific actions that Jesus had to 

bring them back to the basis of godly living, which is a person’s heart. 

 “While we certainly use actions to show (and to judge) a person’s heart, Jesus repeatedly teaches 

in the Sermon on the Mount that we have to get our hearts right and focus on the things that really 

matter. In reality, our lives should be spent building our relationship with Christ. 

 “Churches should be known as groups of people who have pure hearts and desire to serve others. 

Unfortunately, many in our society try to paint true Christians as cold-hearted. As we go through this 

study, our focus is to learn more about what Christ calls us to be and to do. Pray with us as we endeavor 

to follow Christ as He desires.” 

 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: Ruben Isturiz writes, “The service of celebration this Sunday was 

full of different emotions, on one hand Avelina Santos after four months of absence, she was in 

Guatemala, whom is 82 years of age and is one of the most faithful within Ebenezer; on the other hand 

we had to say goodbye to my father after having him for 5 months in the United States, my brother came 

from the city of Houston, Texas to say goodbye to my dad. Pray for his trip back to Venezuela and for 

the economic situation and policy that is lived there. 

“Thank God in Ebenezer the sick are recovering, my health is much better, and the Berean 

Groups (Cells) are active again. Thank God for your kindness to us. To God be the glory!” 

 


