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Getting a Grip on our Emotions 

Abandonment and Neglect (Part 2 of 4) 

     

First, let us ask how can a person be happy when they are neglected?  

1. Stay busy. Like Nehemiah who said, “I am not coming down from the work at hand.”  What 

had Joseph been doing while in prison? Had he been sulking and feeling sorrow for himself, no. 

He stayed busy serving God by encouraging, confronting and counseling the other prisoners. 

And the Caption of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them: and they continued 

a season in ward. Gen. 40:4. His character and genuine concern eventually led to his release. 

When we become neglected and abandoned, we can maintain a positive spirit by staying busy 

working for God. Reminds me of the two boys the scientist took and placed one in a room with 

every imaginable new toy while putting the second boy in a room full of horse manure and a 

shovel. After a couple of hours, the first boy was bored and asked, “have you got anything else?” 

The second boy when observed was digging like crazy. When he was asked, “why?”, he said “I 

know with all the horse manure there must be a pony down here somewhere.” 

2. Wait for God to bring deliverance. In Gen. 41 we are told of God’s leadership in Joseph life. 

The many years of waiting before being delivered from abandonment could be tolerated and it 

was by faith that Joseph had persevered all the bitter circumstances and gave him hope. How did 

God deliver Joseph? By an absent-minded butler and a pharaoh’s dream. In just a matter of hours 

Joseph skyrocketed from prisoner to vice-pharaoh! God will deliver His people from their 

distresses when we respond with faith and integrity. To be continued. 

From Our Missionaries:  

 Connection Point, Brookland: Chad White writes, “It was a good week here at 

Connection Point. We have been blessed with another new member who joined our mission. We 



had a good day Sunday with a good crowd in our worship service. We continue to learn about 

how to overcome fear in our lives. 

 “Sunday night, our Aftershock and CREW small groups (comprised mostly of teens) took 

a trip to the Moo Town pumpkin patch and corn maze. They had a good size group attend and it 

looks like they had a lot of fun. They didn’t even lose anyone in the maze!  

“We are looking forward to our Trail of Treats coming up at the end of the month. Our 

folks have already been bringing candy and we are excited about the impact we can have in our 

community through this event.” 

The Mustard Seed, Cain:  Jim Tollison writes, “We enjoyed another good day in the 

Lord at the mission. The young people gave me some handmade cards with special notes in them 

for pastor appreciation month. It was a very special gift for me. Several of our kids help me with 

music every Sunday morning. They make our worship time even more enjoyable. 

 “We are getting started on our Christmas program. The kids seem to be excited about it. 

 “Pray for our oldest member, Mildred Berry. She has had a problem with her heart as 

well as some double vision. She is a sweet lady and very important to the mission. 

 “Please continue to pray for this mission. We have a real opportunity to reach into this 

community. Pray that we can think outside the box and find new and exciting ways to get the 

gospel out to folks all over this county.   

 “If you wish to help us with our covered walkway it would be sincerely appreciated. God 

bless you in your service for Him.” 

 Misión Creciendo en Cristo [Growing in Christ], North Little Rock: Juan Carlos 

Posadas writes, “On Sunday we continued our study in the book of Acts, this time we talked 

about miracles on the Island of Malta, the first 10 verses of chapter 28.  



 “It was interesting to read a passage where it is not mentioned that the apostle Paul shared 

the gospel, but it is mentioned in detail, the kindness of the islanders, the miracles performed by 

the Lord through the apostle, the gratitude and generosity of the community. If they who did not 

know Christ could cultivate those virtues, the more we, who are in Christ, must strive to cultivate 

kindness, gratitude and generosity. 

 “Fernanda is participating in the musical “Into the Woods”, from the theater department 

of Ark. State University, we enjoy watching her in her role as Little Red. The play will continue 

to be presented until October 20th. Please pray for God to provide Fernanda with faithful 

Christian friends with whom she can share. 

 “The health condition of my brother-in-law Walter is very critical, the brain tumor has 

grown and will most likely be operated surgically, Sayra will travel to Honduras this week, 

please pray for wisdom in the decisions to be made, and strength for the family. 

 “God bless you and I beg you to continue praying for faithful workers for this work at 

North Little Rock.” 

 Grace, Green Forest: Carter Pearce writes, “My wife and I enjoyed visiting with the 

Greenbrier Association annual meeting on Sunday night. Moderator Tony Crocker opened the 

business session with a devotional thought about the importance of associational work. I’m not 

sure anyone understands the importance and blessings of associational work more than a 

missionary. At Grace Baptist Mission, we are supported financially on a monthly basis by the 

BMA of Arkansas, Greenbrier Association, and the BMA of the Ozarks. Other churches and 

associations have helped us over the past two years. 

 “Far above the financial support of associations and individual churches, we have been 

blessed by the prayers, encouragement, and other outpourings of support. It is through the 



various levels of associations that we are able to accomplish much more than any one church 

could do on her own. We are strong as individual bodies united in the work of ministry, and we 

are even stronger when we partner together. If you are not personally involved in associational 

work, please speak with your pastor about all the opportunities to serve available through your 

local association. “None of us is as strong as all of us!” 

 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: Ruben Isturiz writes, “As I have mentioned on several 

occasions, Ebenezer's life is during the week and not only on Sunday services. The Sunday 

celebration service is the result of what we do during the week. We thank God for the three 

Berean Groups (Cells) we have. There are several who do not attend Sundays but attend a home 

group. Victor Ahmed impressed me last Monday, he is not yet born again, but he prays and reads 

the Bible on his cell phone. I see how God is working in his life. It reminded me of Romans 

10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” Pray for God to 

bring thirsty people to each Berean Group. 

 “This past Sunday we had a United Service plus fellowship afterwards, Ebenezer and 

Chenal Valley. We finished celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month. I preached and my wife 

translated to English and we had a good time of worship and bilingual preaching. After the 

service, we had time to share food, Hispanic food, desserts, etc. We thank God for the harmony 

between the two congregations, only God can make, despite the barriers of language, culture, 

there is a harmony that only He can give. To God be the glory.” 

 


