
Trumpet Article for January 22, 2020     
 
Standing firm 

II Peter 1: 5-10 “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 

to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; 

and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 

kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye 

shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten 

that he was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 

diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall 

never fall.” 

Much is said to God’s people concerning the dangers of backsliding. In fact, 

backsliding is scriptural. Jeremiah 8:5, “Why [then] is this people of Jerusalem 

slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to 

return.”  But God has given us the cure in His word.  

Note the word stand, it is a position of posture that requires expending energy or 

effort. To stand refers to the ability to move into action quickly. Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians, stand fast in faith and act like men, be strong. Romans 5 opens; 

having made peace with God thru Jesus we have access by faith into the grace 

wherein, we stand.  Joshua ask the people to take a stand.  



Concerning the armor of God, He says take ye the whole armor of god that we 

might be able to stand. How shall we stand? Firm; solid as an athlete’s muscle, 

having the ability to respond, something which to build upon a foundation 

illustrated by the houses built on the rock and on the sand. To Stand firm, means 

for us to hold our ground, don’t back up. Backsliding is a problem for all 

Christians for Satan is constantly pulling on our old nature. When we begin to walk 

by feeling instead of faith, we slip. Like a large man standing at attention can 

easily pushed off balance because he lacks the power to resist. It is only when he 

stands with one foot behind the other one does he have the ability to hold his 

ground and even to push back against the resistance. Peter gives us the cure in 

verse ten, Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and 

election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall. Notice diligence is 

defined as steady, earnest, and energetic effort.  Who, having lost a hundred dollar 

bill in your yard wouldn’t you go look for it? Why?  Because it has value. How 

much more valuable is our relationship with Jesus. He is calling all sinners to 

repent. God gives the call and it is our decision to accept it or not. If you’re been 

born again, you freely chose Christ as your savior by your own free will.  And with 

sonship comes responsibilities so now stand firm, don’t look back. Daniel 1:8 “But 

Daniel made up his mind” or Daniel purposed in his heart.” Note in v-10 the word 

Sure, means absolute without variance. Stand sure when things are well, stand sure 



when things are not. Be sure, stand firm and don’t go to sleep at the wheel. You 

should have control of your spiritual life. It’s you that must pay attention. To 

prevent your life from becoming wrecked. “But I keep under my body and bring it 

into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself 

should be a castaway.” I Corinthians 9:27 Carries the idea of being disqualified.  

Do these things mentioned in our text, accept your responsibility, and you will 

never stumble?  

Later in Chapter 3 he talks about the Lord’s return; “Ye therefore, beloved, seeing 

ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of 

the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.” 3:17. Steadfastness is defined the 

quality of being resolutely or dutifully firm and unwavering. 

From Our Missionaries:  

 Connection Point, Brookland: Chad White writes, “It was another great 

week at Connection Point. Saturday was our first Men's Breakfast of the year. We 

had a great crowd and a wonderful time of encouragement and fellowship. We also 

had several attend for the first time. It was awesome to have one of the "first-

timers" come to worship for the first time on Sunday and bring his whole family. 

 “Sunday was an awesome day. We had a great crowd and a wonderful 

service. We had some first-time guests in worship, as well. It was just a solid 



overall day. Thank you, to everyone who prays for us. God has really been blessing 

us this year.” 

The Mustard Seed, Cain:  Jim Tollison writes, “We had a great day at the 

mission Sunday. Our attendance was great in spite of the cold weather. We had 

three first tine visitors and some were back we have not seen in a while.   

 “We will soon be getting our main building floor checked to see if it needs 

to be shored up. We are going to put a new riser floor in for sure, because there are 

some very weak spots in it. 

 “We are starting a new class for some of our younger kids on Sunday 

mornings and changing our Wednesday night classes as well. Pray for these 

changes. 

 “Becky and I attended the United District WMA Saturday at Hattieville. The 

Hattieville church was a wonderful host, as usual.   

 “As you read this take just a moment to pray for this mission. We would not 

be where we are today if it were not for your prayers. God Bless you all.” 

 Misión Creciendo en Cristo [Growing in Christ], North Little Rock: 

Juan Carlos Posadas writes, “Last week we restarted the discipleship meetings on 

Wednesdays at 7 pm, and House Groups on Fridays at 7pm. We did not have the 

expected attendance at the discipleship meetings, the good thing is that we already 



restarted. Regarding the House Group meetings we had good assistance and good 

times of communion putting our eyes on the things above. 

 “On Friday I received a visit from Pastor Rusty Womble, and the brothers 

Gale Brewer and Gene Davis, from Oakland Heights Missionary Baptist in White 

Hall, Ark. They informed me that their church decided to support our mission, how 

nice it is to see the way God moves among us, that is an answer to our prayers, we 

thank God for His faithfulness and Oakland Heights Missionary Baptist Church for 

being a church faithful to God in the mission field. 

 “On Sunday our theme of biblical study was the relationships between 

Christians, based on Colossians 3:18 to 4: 1. We learned that each member of 

society God gave a role to develop, the exercise of our role we must do considering 

the others as superiors, knowing that in the eyes of God we are all equal and based 

on the example of Christ. The teaching was a blessing. 

 “Sunday morning Jose Carlos got up with a fever and a lot of phlegm in his 

chest and sinuses, he stayed at home recovering and taking medicine. Daniela, 

another young woman from the church, had to be taken to the emergency room 

because of a severe flu. Please pray for the health of these young people. God bless 

you and have a week of growth in Christ.” 

 Grace, Green Forest: Carter Pearce writes, “It was great this week to have 

our regular crew together after travel and illness. We also had a family return who 



were first-time guests last week. When I served as pastor of larger churches, it was 

common to have several families missing each week for various reasons. With a 

smaller congregation, we are accustomed to having our family together every 

Sunday. Any time one person or one family is missing, it is like one of the siblings 

who can’t come home for a holiday. 

 “On Sunday we looked at Habakkuk and his struggles to understand why 

God chose to work in the ways He did. The big takeaway from Habakkuk is found 

in the final few verses where Habakkuk reports that no matter what happens, he 

will continue to worship God and rejoice in Him. Whether you are in a great place 

in life or going through a difficult, confusing time, it is important to decide to 

worship God and rejoice in Him. This is best done with and through your church. 

May we all determine to worship God fully regardless of our circumstances.” 

 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: Ruben Isturiz writes, “Since last Thursday I 

have been in Ventura, California ministering with Novo (www.novo.org). We 

presented the first two workshops of The Missional Pathway. Between Sunday and 

Tuesday our team will be reviewing the material of the last two workshops of the 

series and translate them into Spanish, pray for wisdom and the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. Several pastors and leaders were revitalized in their call. The 

Missional Pathway is part of a Novo´s department called reFocusing 

(www.refocusing.org). 



“In Ebenezer everything went well in my absence, from the Celebration 

Service to hearing the Word of God. That brings joy to my heart, because my 

desire is that Ebenezer be like that primitive church that congregated, worshiped 

God, was sharing the Word of God and did not depend on anyone in particular but 

on the Holy Spirit that guided them. To God be the glory!” 

 


