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Cameron United Methodist Church 
201 NORTH PINE STREET 
CAMERON MO 64429 

Calendar 
Peace with Justice Sunday ~ June 7 

Trinity Sunday ~ June 7 

Flag Day ~ June 14 

First Day of Summer ~ June 20 

Father’s Day ~ June 21 

Send newsletter Articles to 
201 N Pine, Cameron MO 64429 

or office@cameronumc.org 
Prayer Requests, Articles, and Greetings that are 
to be included in the next newsletter should be in 

the office by 10:00 am Wednesday, June 24th. 

Announcements By Email or 
Snail Mail 

If you are receiving announcements and 
the newsletter from Pastor Dan by snail 

mail and prefer to receive announcements 
by email, please email the church office 

at office@cameronumc.org.  
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Thoughts for Reflection 
As we begin to relaunch ‘limited in-person’ worship, I thought I’d share a few reflections.  I am 

perplexed and dismayed as I watch and listen to some vocal churches and religious leaders 

around the country decry that our religious freedoms are being taken away and trampled.  They 

demand that their church should be able to ‘open’ now.  I am perplexed because the church (our 

church) has never been closed.  We have simply created new and different ways to gather for 

worship and do ministry.  I am dismayed because it seems as if some of these churches and  

religious leaders refuse to acknowledge that returning to ‘in-person’ worship (without significant 

precautions) poses a real risk in spreading COVID-19 and might slow efforts to reopen small  

businesses and local economies.  I am grateful that CUMC has chosen to love our neighbors by 

embracing a plan to slowly and cautiously return to ‘in-person’ worship.        

 

This has been a difficult time for most of us.  Initially we did what we needed to do to limit the 

spread of COVID-19 in our community.  But I think many folks never imagined that it would take 

as long as it has taken to relaunch in-person worship.  And now, as we and others prepare to  

return to ‘in-person’ worship, some leaders, including myself, are beginning to come to grips 

with the reality that is may be a gong time before worship looks the same as it did pre-COVID.  

This is a painful and unwelcomed realization.  I am deeply conflicted. I want to return to worship 

as it was. I want to hug and shake hands and pass the peace. I want to celebrate communion  

together and hear your voices singing songs.  I want to be led into deeper worship by the  

spirit-filled voices of our wonderful choir.  But I also want to do my part to keep folks in our  

congregation and our community safe.   

 

Everything I read from reputable doctors, research institutions, and health experts suggests that 

physical distancing and other precautions need to remain in place to protect the most  

vulnerable.  And so, rushing back to do worship the way we did it before COVID-19 seems  

unwise.  On the other hand, maintaining the status quo (on-line only worship) until the right time 

arrives for in-person worship is not sustainable nor realistic.  There will never be a right or  

perfect time to return to in-person worship (especially if we are expecting it to be like it was  

pre-COVID). I know – I don’t really want to accept this possibility either!  And yet, I am more and 

more convinced that we have entered an ambiguous ‘in-between’ time – a time of transition  

between what was and what will be.  And even as I grieve the loss of what was, I sense it is time 

to participate in creating what will be.   
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Cards For The Village 
   CUMC has adopted the residents, and employees, at The Village. Let’s send some love and cheer, to some of 
the most isolated and vulnerable folks in our community. Currently, we are asking you to shower the residents with 
cards. These can be store bought or homemade. Please deliver your cards to the church, deposit them into a box in 
the entry way, and one person will deliver them. There are 88 residents and we want to deliver 88 each time. We 
don’t want anyone to feel left out. This is not a one time project. There is not an end date on showering them with 
love. Stay tuned for other plans! If you have questions please call Morgan at 816-632-0015. 

So, what will we do?  Will we ignore the realities of the pandemic and simply return to ‘worship as usual’ in 

hopes that no one gets COVID-19?  Will we continue to operate from a mindset that we just need to hang 

on and hope we can survive the status quo until the storm passes?  Or will we embrace the  

ambiguity and boldly move forward toward the unknown, seeking to create new ways to connect, grow, 

and go?   

 

It is time to ask ourselves these important and probing questions: 

 What does it look like to invite people to church right now? Are we?  Am I? 

 What does it look like to be radically hospitable in our ‘on-line’ and ‘in-person’ communication?  

How are we doing?  How am I doing? 

 How can we remain connected to God and one another right now?  Am I doing things that keep 

me connected to God and the congregation? 

 How might we create opportunities to grow in our knowledge and love of Jesus right now so 

that we are becoming people who live and love like Jesus?  Are we?  Am I finding new ways to grow 

in my relationship with Jesus?  

 What does it look like to reach out and serve our community right now?   Are we doing these 

things?  Am I doing these things? 

 What does supporting and praying for the church and one another look like right now? Are we?  

Am I? 

In the coming weeks, we will continue to worship ‘on-line’ through Facebook live as we relaunch limited 

‘in-person’ worship in our sanctuary.  We will continue to prayerfully and creatively explore how we might 

improve our on-line worship and ministries as well as responsibly relaunch and expand ‘in-person’ gather-

ings.  But as we move forward our focus will not be on creating ‘temporary’ fixes – instead we will focus on 

recreating and adapting our ministries so that we are able to love and serve people right now and in the 

future.  In two years the way we do worship and ministry may be different but we will still be creating life-

giving community through which more and more people connect with God and each other, grow in their 

relationship with Jesus and each other, and go, empowered by the Spirit, to make a lasting positive differ-

ence in the lives of other people. 

Thank you for your patience during this time of physical distancing and virtual worship. Thank you also for 

your generosity and your prayers! I thank God for each of you. I welcome your thoughts, your prayers, 

your concerns and your suggestions as we navigate these ‘in-between’ times, relaunch ‘in-person’ worship, 

and create new ways to connect, grow, and go. 

 

grace and peace, pastor dan 



Card Shower 
   Join us in a card shower to celebrate Karson Smith’s Graduation from Cameron High School.  
1001 Kristen Street, Cameron MO 64429. Karson will be commuting to Metropolitan Community College in the fall. 

 
2020 CUMC Scholarship Awards 

   We are happy to announce the students from our congregation receiving the 2020 Cameron United Methodist 
Church Memorial Scholarship’s. Because of the generous gifts from so many in our congregation and their families 
we are able to continue with this wonderful tradition to help our students.  
   Our Senior, Karson Smith will be attending Maple Woods this fall and is receiving a scholarship of $1,000. 
   Jacob Roach will be returning to MU, receiving a scholarship for $500, Sam Morrison will be returning to MU,  
receiving a scholarship for $500 and Grant Harrison will be returning to University of Prince Edward Island  
receiving a scholarship of $500. 
   Claudia McIntire will be returning to Availa University and is receiving the James Garner Scholarship in the 
amount of $500. 
   Elise Wenck will be returning to MU and is receiving the McElwain Family Scholarship in the amount of $580. 
   We wish all of our students the very best! The Endowment Team  

Youth Ministry Update ~ Pastor Kobey 
   I keep thinking of the wonderful words of Charles Wesley: “And are we yet alive, and see each other’s 
face?”  I can’t wait to sing those words when we are able to gather together and actually see each other’s 
face in worship.  It is an interesting thing that happens when we are in the presence of each other; emo-
tionally, psychologically and spiritually we are uplifted.  I have noticed this in myself as I video them waving 
for the camera.  Even though I see them for a few minutes, it lifts my spirit to see their smiling faces. 
   This is especially true for our teenagers.  According to psychologytoday.com: 
“Developmentally, teens are grappling with the difficult task of identity formation. They are often more in-
secure. Every step teens take towards independence forces them to think about who they are in relation-
ship to the world. 
This is an incredibly overwhelming task, but in lieu of the current situation, it is exponentially more compli-
cated and terrifying. Because they are in the process of taking strides away from the family, in the form of 
independence, they are vulnerable, self-conscious, and in need of peer acceptance. Peer validation be-
comes a primary need. Today’s constraints of online socialization may have a negative impact on many 
teens.” 
   As teens are trying to figure out their identity in this world, removing them from society slows that 
process and creates anxiety for them.  Before COVID-19, teen depression was already a concern and teen 
suicide was already at an all-time high.  During COVID-19, the extroverted teens are unable to be around 
others, while the introverted teens are having their privacy invaded by siblings that are always at home 
with them; which causes more anxiety in an already anxious time. 
   While considering the mental health and growth of my teens, one of the things Danna and I have been 
discussing is: How do we allow our teens to be with their friends and go to other places while still taking 
precautions?  Whether it’s gathering at the ball fields to play catch, going for walks, or just sitting outside 
and talking, it is important for the mental health of our teens that they stay connected with friends.  It is 
important that they “see each other’s face” and have time to share their feelings and frustrations with 
their peers. 
   With this in mind, I have been discussing with Pastor Dan about ways we can start gathering together 
again as a Youth Group.  I feel it is important for us to see each other and enjoy time with each other.  We 
will be planning some things in the coming weeks where we can gather together in fellowship, in mission 
and in learning.  As you pray for folks who are struggling during this time, keep our teens in your prayers as 
well.                                                                                           Kobey Puls, kpuls@cameronumc.org, 816-560-1937 


