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Forgiveness (A Possible But Difficult Task) 

Matthew 18:21-35, 09/13/20 

 

 (Slide 1) There are various difficulties that we face in life. One of them is a 

relationship problem. Because no one can live alone, so people live in a 

community, and many problems, big and small, arise between them. Even in the 

church with good people of faith, there is a relationship problem because the 

church is also a community of people. Even between families who think they are 

the closest in the world, the problem of relationships cannot be avoided. (Slide 2) 

In the text of Matthew 18:21, Peter asked Jesus: “Lord, if another member of the 

church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 

 

 It is very difficult to forgive seven times. Actually, it is not just difficult, but 

almost impossible. Perhaps, depending on the other person, the number of 

forgiveness will vary. When little children do wrong, forgiveness can be repeated 

countless times. However, the number may decrease between couples. Even in 

relationships with others who have lived their lives in different environments and 

with different thoughts, the number of forgiveness is further reduced. Peter asked 

Jesus that if forgiving up to seven times would be okay as a disciple of Jesus. Jesus 

gave an answer that was completely different from people’s expectations. “Not 

seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 

 It sounds impossible for us to forgive seventy-seven times. 7 times 70 equals 

490. But we have to remember that this does not refer to the number of times that 

we need to forgive each other, but rather to the infinity of forgiveness. It means 

that Christians must live endlessly forgiving. This is actually not a realistic story. 

Because infinite forgiveness is not the universal key nor love to solve the entangled 

relationships. In some cases, it is true love to be held responsible for what you did 

wrong. Then what is Jesus talking about in this text? 

 

 (Slide 3) Following the conversation between Peter and Jesus, there is a 

parable about “The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant.” This story is about “The 

Kingdom of Heaven”, and there are many metaphors about “the kingdom of 

heaven” in other places. In Matthew 13, the Parable of the Sower, the Parable of 

Weeds among the Wheat, the Parable of the Mustard Seed, the Parable of the 

Yeast, and the parable of Treasure hidden in a field, the parable of a Merchant in 

search of fine pearls, the parable of a Net that was thrown into the sea and caught 

fish of every kind, etc. All are metaphors about the kingdom of heaven. The 

parable in today’s text, Matthew 18, should also be read as an extension of this – 

the metaphor about the kingdom of heaven. 
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 The parable begins by saying that “the kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.” The relationship between 

the king and the slave is the foundation of this story. Since the slave belongs to the 

original owner, the king, there is no separate settlement. This situation does not 

appear to be such a typical wage between king and slave relationship. The king 

seems to have made some kind of contract with his slave. Since the contract period 

has ended, they must settle accounts. This slave owed the king 10,000 talents. 

That’s a huge amount. King Herod, who ruled Judea at the time, earned 900 talents 

in total annual income, and a year in local taxes collected by Galilee and Berea was 

200 talents. This means that 10,000 talents sound like an almost infinite amount.  

 

 Since the slave didn’t have enough to pay it back, the king ordered that he 

should be sold, along with his wife and children and everything he had, and that 

the proceeds should be used as payment. But the salve fell down, kneeled before 

the king, and said, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I’ll pay you back.’ The king 

had compassion on that slave, released him, and forgave the loan. Even if the story 

ends with this, it sounds impressive and gracious enough. But next time there is a 

huge reversal. 

 

 On the way home, this man, who barely got out of facing prison, met his 

fellow slave who owed him a hundred denarius. He grabbed him around the throat 

and said, ‘Pay me back what you owe me.’ “Then as he did to the king, his fellow 

slave fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll pay you back.’ But 

he refused. Instead, he threw him into prison until he paid back his debt.  

 

 I don’t understand this person’s behavior. One hundred denarius is nothing 

compared to 10,000 talents that he was just forgiven by the king. This is an 

incomparable amount. At least, if you are a person with a conscience, you will be 

able to forgive your fellow’s debts just as you have been forgiven by another. 

However, he couldn’t look back on himself and only cared about what others did 

wrong with him. When the king heard of this, he called this man again and rebuked 

him severely. It was written in verses 32-34, “Then his lord summoned him and 

said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 

with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 

you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt. 

 

 Through this parable we should remember a very important message.  

(Slide 4) As we can see from the number 490 and the amount of 10,000 talents, 

God showed us God’s infinite forgiveness and love, but people forget it and live 
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the world in a stingy way. I think taking seriously what it means to forgive 10,000 

talents debt is, in the end, the source of our ability to forgive others. Because only 

those who are truly forgiven and loved can truly forgive and love others. We are 

those who fully experience and enjoy this true forgiveness and love through Jesus 

Christ. For that reason, we do not make up our mind to take our fellow owed 100 

denarius to prison as in verse 28 of the text. Going further, through the Lord’s 

Prayer, we can honestly and sincerely pray to God, saying, “Forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us” Is this teaching of 

Christianity possible in reality? If you experience God’s infinite forgiveness and 

love, will you be able to forgive the person who actually wronged you up to 490 

times as Jesus said? Unfortunately, not. The real problem of forgiveness is a 

different matter. I think I can personally forgive anyone, but that’s not always 

right. Because forgiving alone does not solve all problems. Sometimes, something 

beyond forgiveness is necessary. 

 

 (Slide 5) Last year, shortly after I moved to Brodhead, I went through 

something very unpleasant in the playground. While Caleb was riding on a merry-

go-round at the playground, three Hispanic girls asked if they could join. I smiled 

and stopped it, helped them get on, and carefully pushed it so they could ride 

together. While having such a fun moment, suddenly three white girls approached 

us and bluntly asked us why our faces were so dark, brown and yellow. I was so 

embarrassed, but I told them that everyone has a different look and a different skin 

color, because God made everyone different and special. At this time, the oldest 

Hispanic girl interpreted her sisters in their own language about what was 

happening. Then, one of the white girls asked why she was saying things they 

couldn’t understand. This is America, so she should only speak English, then she 

urged her to speak only in English. So, I told them that since her sisters don't speak 

English yet, but they can understand their native language better, so she wanted to 

explain in their mother language. Then they left the playground, saying that it is 

really weird, and they don’t want to play here with us. After that, the oldest child 

burst into tears. I soothed her and said there is nothing wrong with them. And, I 

complimented her and told her to live with pride as a wonderful kid with the 

special ability to speak more than one language. Honestly, I was so angry. I was so 

frustrated and upset about how the schools are educating children about racial 

diversity, how parents are teaching their children at home about racial issue. What 

should I do to fulfill my role as a Christian in this situation? Nevertheless, should I 

just forgive the girls who left only hurting words for nonsense reasons? In this 

situation, forgiveness does not solve any problems. Whenever I meet those who 

have this kind of mindset, I think it’s not right to just accept and forgive them. 
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 No matter how hard we try, there are difficult relationships and situations 

that we experience in our lives. In such cases, forgiveness which is forced or 

obligated is not always the right way, and we need the wisdom and courage to do 

something more than forgiveness. However, the most important thing we need to 

remember in what we do is that God forgave our debt of 10,000 talents. Yes, we 

are the forgiven servant of God. This is the power of forgiveness that we have in a 

practical sense. 

 

 (Slide 6) Let us reflect on the parable in today’s gospel text. A man who was 

forgiven of 10,000 talents put his fellow in jail who could not pay 100 denarius. 

What a ridiculous thing that happened. This man put his fellow in jail because he 

forgot the fact that he had been forgiven 10,000 talents. If he remembered that, this 

wouldn’t have happened. Christian spirituality is about what we remember in faith. 

Our spirituality is different depending on what we remember. Of course, we must 

remember God. That’s why there are many verses in the Old Testament saying that 

remember what God has done. God has done so many things in our lives, but 

especially today, through the story of forgiveness and The Parable of the 

Unforgiving Servant, (Slide 7) I want you to remember that you are the one who 

has been forgiven of 10,000 talents from God through Jesus Christ. If that memory 

fills our spirit, we can clearly see the way to live. 

 

 But again, even if this memory was deeply imprinted in our souls, this does 

not automatically solve all the problems in our lives. In real life, there are times 

when you have to fight, and sometimes you have to take responsibility. However, 

the basis for all your actions is the fact that we are those who have been forgiven of 

10,000 talents from God through Jesus Christ. We can call it God’s grace, and 

when we fully engrave and remember this grace in our hearts, our actions in our 

lives will work based on the kingdom of God, not hostility or self-desire. Even for 

this, let us remember more about God: what God has done in our lives - God’s 

forgiveness and grace, God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, God’s love and 

mystery of life. That God keeps our thoughts and actions. Praise God. Amen. 

 


