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“The Power of Prayer and Presence” 

 Matthew 18:15-20 (09/06/20) 

 

 (Slide 1) When I was a seminary student at Garrett Evangelical 

Theological Seminary, which is located in Evanston, IL in the middle of 

the Northwestern University campus, every Tuesday Korean students 

gathered together for a prayer meeting at Howard chapel, which is a 

small chapel located in front of the main school building. At that time, as 

international students, we were so exhausted both physically and 

mentally and struggling with financial difficulties. Each one of the group 

members was very supportive of each other because everyone knew well 

enough how tough each other’s lives were. Therefore, just the fact that 

there was someone next to me whom she could pray with and knew my 

situation meant a lot and could be a strong comfort. One day, she was 

too weary to say any words of prayer, so she just shed tears in front of 

God. At that time, tears were the only thing that she could give to God. 

Just then, a person who was seated next to her gave her a tissue and 

prayed for her. Then she could feel that God sent this person to comfort 

her, and God’s presence also was there with us together. I bet you may 

be wondering who that person was, that was me and she is the Pastor 

Ran. Yes. Pastor Ran and I developed our love through the prayer 

meeting. It was the one of method how your pastors dated in the 

seminary! Anyway, indeed, from this prayer meeting, we learned that 

presence itself has power. 

 

 (Slide 2) Have you ever experienced the power of presence? 

Likewise, sometimes, just the fact that someone is on my side in spite of 

saying no words, helps me to find peace and gives me comfort. But most 

importantly, we have to remember that wherever we are and whomever 

we are with, always there is one more unseen guest - God is with us. 

 

(Slide 3) Today’s gospel scripture, especially verse 19-20 is a very 

famous text: “Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 

anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For 

where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
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Holding these verses, many Christians strive to gather together and pray 

together. But before we strive to gather and pray together, I would like to 

ask you a question. 

 

 Are you ready to listen to God’s answer? Then you may say YES, 

that’s why we gather and pray together. But what if God’s answer is not 

the same as the answer you are hoping to hear from God? and what if 

God remains silent? According to the Bible, people do agree to pray, and 

they do pray desperately, but what if they do not receive that for which 

they pray? When we read today’s text, we have to understand the depth 

of its meaning, and it teaches us how we pray. First of all, prayer must 

never be selfish. Selfish prayer has no room in God. God does not 

answer selfish prayer. We have to know that God does not arrange the 

world only for us as individuals but for the fellowship as a whole. 

Therefore, when we pray, firstly we try to cleanse away our selfishness 

and pray as members of a fellowship in agreement with God’s whole 

creation. Secondly, in prayer we receive, not the answer that we desire, 

but the answer that God gives to us. God already knew what is the best 

for us, so God’s love and wisdom give us the best. But sometimes, the 

best answer that God gave us seems like it is not the answer that we 

want to receive. Then, we need to look at our prayers. To be honest, 

most of our prayers are prayers for escape. We pray to avoid or to be 

saved from some trial, some sorrow, some disappointment, some 

hurting, and some difficult situation. So, when we encounter those things 

that we want to escape, we were frustrated, and we complain that God is 

silent, or God does not answer our prayer. However, God’s answer is not 

the offer of escape, but of victory. Think about Jesus’ prayer in 

Gethsemane. Jesus prayed to be released from the dreaded situation with 

which he was confronted.  (Slide 4) In Matthew 26:39, Jesus prayed, 

“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me.” Although Jesus 

was not released from it, he was given power to meet it, to endure it, and 

to conquer it. God gave him a victory through it. Likewise, when we 

pray for the problems that we encounter, God does not give us escape 

from it. Rather God allows us to embrace it by enabling us to accept 

what we cannot understand, enabling us to endure what we cannot 
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endure, enabling us to face beyond all facing. I really like one of the 

famous lines of the movie, “Evan Almighty.” Let’s watch together this 

short meaningful video clip. (Slide 5)  

 

(Slide 6) God (God’s role in this movie is Morgan Freeman) said 

this to Susan (Evan’s wife) who was complaining about her husband’s 

work-making the ark. “Let me ask you something. If someone prays for 

patience, you think God gives them patience? Or does he give them the 

opportunity to be patient? If he prayed for courage, does God give him 

courage, or does he give him opportunities to be courageous? If 

someone prayed for their family to be closer, do you think God zaps 

them with warm fuzzy feelings, or does he give them opportunities to 

love each other?” This quote helped me to change my attitude about 

waiting for God’s answer. When we pray for the problems that we 

confront, God gives us wisdom and power to face and deal with things 

and leads us to confess that it was only possible since God is with us. 

 

 (Slide 7) As Christians, we have to make prayer our foundation of 

life. Whatever we do, we have to start and end it by prayer. Through the 

life of Jesus, we could see how we make prayer our foundation of life. 

First Jesus prepared everything with prayer before he begins, such as his 

prayer in wilderness. When he was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, 

he defeated it with prayer. Secondly, Jesus started his day with prayer. 

Mark 1:35 says, “In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up 

and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.” Thirdly, Jesus 

made prayer as his habit. He prayed on the Mount of Olives as his 

custom. Fourthly, Jesus prayed the night before he died. Fifthly, Jesus 

prayed even as he died on the cross. Indeed, Jesus showed us the life of 

prayer. 

 

 Every Sunday, we share many prayer requests during our worship 

service in public, also some people personally ask for a prayer. As 

pastor, every day I pray for our church, and all the church members. 

Then I can feel that I am more tightly connected to all the church 

members in Spirit. Sometimes, as a pastor, I am privileged to hear that 
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some people joyfully share that their prayers were answered. I hope and 

pray we have more witness of answered prayer. (Slide 8) One of my joys 

last Sunday was that I got to have a meeting with our confirmands and 

youth parents for our upcoming Confirmation Sunday. I was so happy to 

meet our youths and parents because I couldn’t meet most of them 

because of Covid-19. When the pandemic happened one of the parents 

shared with me one prayer request about a new position, an important 

interview and upcoming degree plan while she was serving at the church 

as the worship leader in March. I am keeping her prayer request for 5 

months and have prayed for her new journey. Finally, I got the good 

news that she achieved them everything in God’s hands and is excited to 

start her new position with her new degree plan now! I said hurray and 

praise God! It is true that she prepared herself a lot and she has enough 

skills and abilities but as the pastor and faithful Christian, I believe that 

God led and supported her new journey through many prayers around 

her. I am so happy I could be a part of it. 

 

Most importantly, praying for each other and believing that God’s 

presence is with us in our gathering and praying. (Slide 9) Based on 

today’s gospel lesson, I would like to encourage all of you to be a 

witness of the power of true prayer and the power of actual presence. 

Remember! Jesus promised that when any two of you on earth agree 

about something you are praying for, our God in heaven will do it for 

you. Whenever two or three of you come together in the name of Jesus, 

He is there with you. As Christians, we may take this great promise of 

Jesus into our daily life. At church, at home, at school, at your 

workplace, and at any place you are can be a place for God’s presence. It 

is not difficult work at all. Because our God and God's grace have 

already prevailed in us. We just need to make more room for God by 

praying and believing so that God would do more works in us. Let us 

live our life with the power of prayer and the power of God's actual 

presence! 

 

Praise God. Amen! 
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