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Are you prepared? - Matthew 25:1-13 - (Nov 8, 2020) 
 
 (Slide 1) This Wednesday is Veterans Day, so I’d like to start today’s 
sermon about my service as an Army Reserve Chaplain. You may know that I 
was commissioned as an Army Reserve Chaplain (it is an official position 
and my rank is 1 LT) last July. My unit is 467th Medical Detachment in 
Madison which is one of about eight Army Reserve combat-stress units 
around the country and our unit’s goal is to prevent and treat stress quickly on 
site. My major job in the unit will be to provide a pastoral & spiritual & metal 
care to our soldiers who are struggling with PTSD, stresses, etc. Personally, I 
am so happy to have an opportunity to serve not only the local church but 
also our community and nation. 
 
 Even though I became an Army Reserve Chaplain last summer, my first 
basic training is this upcoming weekend because of dealing with lots of 
documentation work and Christine’s birth. It is exciting but I am also nervous 
to start a new journey including physical Army training so now I have mixed 
feelings. I hope to share my first experience of basic training later. Anyway, I 
got an email from my unit about my 2 nights and 3 days upcoming basic 
training. There are many directions about packing, documents, lodging, etc., 
but one of the most interesting things is a recommended guideline about 
Covid-19 for safe training. They said, this week (a weekend training week), 
abstain from bars, restaurants, and any places where many people are. We 
know why they recommend it to all soldiers. The major reason is safety 
during the training. There are many people gathered in there so if someone 
brings in the virus, I don't even want to think about what could happen. 
 

Also, they mentioned that don’t forget you are a soldier and your job is 
to prepare to be ready to fight while healthy for the nation. Are you ready and 
are you prepared? These short messages reminded me of what my role as an 
Army Reserve Chaplain is and touched my heart to connect today’s Gospel 
message, “Are you prepared?” 

 
 (Slide 2) Let’s go today’s gospel scripture, we face another very 
regretful story in Matthew 25:1-13. Generally, this story was called as “The 
Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids.” In this story, ten bridesmaids were waiting 
for their bridegroom to come. Since they don’t know when the bridegroom 
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will come, they have to prepare a lamp with enough oil to wait until their 
bridegroom comes. However, only five of them were wise enough to prepare 
well and the others were not. Finally, the foolish could not meet their 
bridegroom, because they didn’t have enough oil to light their lamps until 
their bridegroom came. I think most of you already knew about this parable, 
and it gives us a very clear lesson: we must be prepared for a very important 
moment of life. For Christians, this means we should be prepared well 
enough for the coming of Jesus Christ.  
 
 Today Christians and even the church neither want to talk nor want to 
know about the second coming of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God. 
Although still many people believe heaven is real, no one really knows that 
heaven is not just about the world after death but it means the kingdom of 
God which will be fully realized when Jesus Christ comes back, and it is not 
only related to the future but includes the present. 
 
 (Slide 3) Last Sunday was the first Sunday of the month, and every first 
Sunday of the month, we do Holy Communion. Some of you may participate 
in it as routine and some of you may put very special meaning in it. If you 
search your memory, you may remember that we proclaim very basic 
Christian faith during the great thanksgiving of Holy Communion. This is it 
“Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” Every time we join 
in the Communion, we proclaim the second coming of Christ Jesus, but it 
looks like we don’t really care about this profession in our daily lives. 
However, if you only profess your faith with your lips and do not practice it 
through life, it is dead faith. As Christians, when we profess our faith with 
our lips, we have to prove it by living it out through our daily lives. But we 
know that it is not easy. 
 

Then what is our role for the kingdom of God and he second coming 
of Christ Jesus? — Is it to sit back and simply wait for God's kingdom to 
arrive? No! Never! We are to pray earnestly for the Kingdom to come on 
earth (Matthew 6:10). We are to watch faithfully for any signs of its coming 
(Matthew 25:13). We are to put away our old selves and clothe ourselves with 
the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness" (Ephesians 4:24). As renewed people, we're to do "the work of 
ministry" (Ephesians 4:12) 
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(Slide 4) As Easter people who are witnesses of the resurrected Jesus 
Christ, we take part in the Kingdom's dawning as we pray “Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” As we wait for the second 
coming of Jesus Christ while we live with Jesus Christ, we also wait for 
God’s reign while we already live in and work for the kingdom of God. Have 
you ever waited for someone’s arrival without knowing when he or she is 
coming? It is indeed very difficult because waiting requires us be patient with 
endurance and perseverance. 

 
However, think about the moment when you first started dating. 

Waiting is not difficult at all, but rather waiting time can be a great 
opportunity to show your love and faith for your loved one. If we sincerely 
love and trust someone, how long we have to wait does not matter. Rather we 
can enjoy this time of waiting with full expectation and anticipation. The 
parable of the ten bridesmaids brought up a question about how today’s 
Christians should be prepared to meet Jesus Christ. 

 
 What is our current version of oil that we need to prepare to meet Jesus 
Christ, especially in this sinful, complicated, and confusing world? 
You may remember that 3 years ago, we faced a mass shooting in the news. I 
still remembered it clearly because it happened at a church building. A 
Baptist church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, and this church is located in a 
very small town which is not really different from where we live now. This 
news totally broke my heart. Jesus Christ came to us because he so loved this 
world, but where we can find true love in this world in the midst of mass 
shootings, terrorist attacks, and war? 
 

(Slide 5) We only can find true love in Christ Jesus. If only we have 
Jesus, we have love too. Therefore, I sincerely pray that we need to restore 
our love by restoring our relationship with Jesus Christ. Strong faith that 
enables us to stand firm in the Lord is what we really need to meet Jesus 
Christ.  

 
So many things make us lose our faith. So many things make us be 

tempted. So many things make us fall down. So many things make us be 
confused. So many things make us commit a sin without knowing. So many 
things make us indifferent to the cries and needs of our neighbors. So many 
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things make us forget who Jesus Christ is and who we are. 
 
Now more than ever, we need Jesus Christ in our midst. Now more 

than ever, people need to hear the Gospel. Now more than ever, we need to 
pray. Now more than ever, we need to stay alert and keep awake. Now more 
than ever, we need to love God. Now more than ever, we need to love our 
neighbors. Now more than ever, we need to let other people know that we 
love them, how precious they are to us and how precious life is, which God 
gave us. Now more than ever, we need to show what faith is to the world. 
Now more than ever, we need to be the church together, which is a loving and 
caring community of faith for all. 

 
It is time to restore our faith in God. It is time to rebuild our 

relationship with Jesus Christ. It is time to renew and revive our church by 
the Holy Spirit. If we delay it again, we may not have a chance to do it again. 
If we delay it again, we can no longer prepare ourselves for it. We already 
have our own lamp in our hands, because Jesus called each one of us to come 
into the Kingdom of God. To keep our light on, preparing enough oil is 
essential. And we know this oil should be prepared by prayer, presence, gift, 
service and witness. 

 
(Slide 6) Last week, I mentioned the true meaning of the work, 

Commitment as a faithful servant to focus on service and humility. On that 
day, we look back at our faith in God if we stand firm in the Lord. Also, we 
check ourselves in front of God whether we are properly prepared. As we 
check ourselves before God, we also check whether we prepare enough oil 
for our own lamp. We need to remember that five foolish bridesmaids failed 
to borrow oil from others, it can’t be borrowed. We need to prepare it by our 
own prayer, our own presence, our own gifts, our own service, and our own 
witness. We just make our own commitment in front of God. Don't mind the 
others. Just live out your own conviction of faith. Before I close this sermon, 
I would like to ask one question to you and to myself. “Are you prepared for 
the Kingdom of God?” Are you ready to fight for God as Christ’s soldier? 

 
Praise God! Amen. 

 
 


