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“The Judgment of the Nations” , Matthew 25:31-46 (11/22/2020) 
 

 (Slide 1) Today's Gospel's title is "the Judgment of the Nations." Mathew 
chapter 25, which we have learned about for several weeks, points out the last 
day and the final judgment through various parables. First, Jesus focuses on the 
importance of preparation for that day through the parable of the ten 
bridesmaids. Second, is verses 14 through 30, which is the parable of the talents. 
This parable focuses on having loyalty to God and shows that the Christians 
needs to live to follow God's purpose. It is a normal thing that a shepherd raises 
sheep with goats during Jesus’ time. A shepherd used to raise sheep with goats 
during the daytime but then separated them at night because goats like staying 
inside/ and sheep like staying outside like almost unimpeded. A sheep was a 
more valuable animal than a goat for a shepherd at that time. Sheep were more 
expensive than goats and also sheep were usually good followers, but goats 
were not. For this reason, a sheep often was described as a symbol of good and a 
goat often was considered a symbol of bad during that time. In addition, ancient 
Israelites thought that the right was good, and the left was not good. For this 
reason, putting the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left made ancient 
Israelites understand this parable easily. 
 
  Jesus clearly points out that all nations are living together now but will be 
separated in the day of final judgment as a shepherd separates sheep from goats 
in verse 32. Verse 31 says, "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory". Verse 31 shows 
that when the Son of Man comes in his glory, He will sit with the angels, and 
then He will judge all the nations that gathered before him. We know very well 
Jesus came to the world before 2,000 years ago in the world for completing 
Christ’s love to us. That is Jesus' first coming into the world. Jesus promise that 
he will come into the world to complete the righteousness of God. We call that 
Jesus' second coming. Our denomination-United Methodist Church- believes 
that all people stand under the righteous judgment of Jesus Christ, both now and 
on the last day. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, the righteous to life 
eternal and the wicked to endless condemnation. 
 
 (Slide 2) Let's look at today's Gospel in detail. Today, we are going to 
have time to share deeply about today's Gospel and focus on the final judgment 
with three simple questions and answers and then share the true meaning of 
commitment. First question. You may think, OK, pastor, Methodists believe in 
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the final judgment of Jesus Christ in the Bible, but what is the standard about 
judgment in today's gospel? I think we can find the standard of the final 
judgment in verse 40 and 45. The eternal blessing or the eternal punishment will 
be decided by how we act towards and share our love with "one of the least of 
these"-I will explain clearly who are "one of the least of these" in the next 
question. If you act and share your love with these people, you will be blessed 
by God (v34). However, if you ignore or don't share your love with these 
people, you will be accursed and separated from Jesus Christ and then into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels (v41). Christians should share 
Christ’s love, which I called the generosity which without calculation helps all 
people. 
 
 Second question. OK, pastor, as Christians, we agree to share our love 
and to do something without calculation to help people, but who is "one of the 
least of these" in the Bible? We can find them between verse 35 to 39. They are 
the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and the prisoner. What is 
the common thing among them? The common thing among them is they are 
people who need our help. They can't live by themselves without our help. Jesus 
clearly says that eternal life will be given to us based on how we share Christ’s 
love with these people who need our help without calculation. (Slide 3) Here 
was a man who found this parable blessedly true. "Martin of Tours was a 
Roman soldier, and a Christian. One cold winter day, as he was entering a city, 
a beggar stopped him and asked him for alms. Martin had no money; but the 
beggar was blue and shivering with cold, and Martin gave what he had. He took 
off his soldier's coat, worn and frayed as it was; he cut it in two and gave half of 
it to the beggar man. That night he had a dream. In it he saw the heavenly places 
and all the angels and Jesus in the midst of them; and Jesus was wearing half of 
a Roman soldier's cloak. One of the angels said to Him, "Master, why are you 
wearing that battered old cloak? Who gave it to you?" And Jesus answered 
softly, "My servant Martin gave it to me." Yes. "Jesus picks out obviously that it 
is not a question of giving away thousands of pounds; it is a case of giving 
simple, human help to the people we meet every day" and it will be done to 
Jesus too. 
 
 (Slide 4) The last question. Ok, pastor, we understand what is the 
standard in the final judgment and who is one of the least of these" in today's 
Gospel, but if the standard is doing good to separate the sheep from the goats, 
then will Christians receive salvation and eternal life through good works? I am 
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answering "No"! You may be confused but please, don't get me wrong and don't 
misunderstand it. It doesn't mean that we should have both, faith and good 
works for salvation. The Bible clearly points out we will be saved by faith in 
God. We will be given the eternal life by faith. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, "For it is 
by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God---not by works, so that no one can boast ". We receive salvation 
through faith from the gift of God. The Apostle Paul said in Ephesians that good 
works is not mandatory for salvation, but he emphasized that the true faith in 
God definitely brings good works. Good works is the one clear evidence of the 
true faith. Also, the Apostle Paul clearly points out that Christians receive 
salvation through believing in Jesus Christ by the grace of God. 
 
 (Slide 5) Our United Methodist Church Book of Discipline also defines 
the relationship between faith and good works that "We see God's grace and 
human activity working together in the relationship of faith and good works. 
God's grace calls forth human response and discipline. Faith is the only response 
essential for salvation. However, the General Rules remind us that salvation 
evidences itself in good works." To believe in God is to have a personal 
relationship with God and live according to the word of God. If we say we 
believe God but don't follow the word of God, it is not true belief. If we believe 
fully in God, good works will appear in our life intentionally or unintentionally. 
Good works is a natural action for people who believe in God. Briefly 
answering about question No. 3 that today's message points out clearly the 
importance of good works for the Christian but remember it doesn't mean we 
will be saved by faith through good works. Jesus plainly warns us in Matthew 
7:21 that "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven". I think it 
is one warning signal to us who already have believed and thought to have faith 
in God but not many good works without calculation helps. 
 
 (Slide 6) This month, several times I have mentioned about the true 
meaning of Christian commitment directly or indirectly. Today, I have preached 
a lot about focusing on the final judgment-I know some of you may have felt 
uncomfortable about this issue because it is serious, complicated and sometimes 
makes you feel guilty however, my point in today's gospel is not to make it 
complicated and you feel guilty. My point is what is the meaning of true 
commitment to us and in our Christian life. I think we can find the exact answer 
about true commitment in today's scripture. A simple answer to this question is 
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that our good works as Christians to one of least of these and to all is the action 
of the commitment to Jesus Christ and to the church. I think that is the true 
commitment. 
 
 (Slide 7) Here is a story about the commitments of John and Charles 
Wesley who are our founders of the Methodism. "John and Charles Wesley 
visited prisoners regularly throughout their ministry in Bristol and London. John 
Wesley described visiting prisoners as a work of mercy alongside visiting the 
sick, feeding the hungry, and assisting strangers. According to John, works of 
mercy, with works of piety, such as prayer, fasting, and reading the Scriptures, 
are means of grace. These spiritual disciplines provide a means for God's grace 
to pervade the lives of Christians as they participate in the Holy Spirit's 
renewing work in them". I agree that sharing our possessions and offering our 
money to the church is an important commitment, but we can see that we have 
many ways of making a commitment to God like sharing your possessions in 
today's passage and the story of John Wesley. 
 
 (Slide 8) What is your priority in your mind and heart? This week is 
Christ of King Sunday according to the church calendar. Christians are to serve 
Christ as the king. It means the word "Lordship" as a term of theology. In the 
past, this term was often used to mean hierarchy so many Christians simply 
understood it as Christ is our King, Master, Lord, and Father etc., but I think, 
and I want to connect the meaning of the word Lordship with our priority issue 
in our life nowadays. I want to ask you is Christ Jesus your priority in your 
entire life? Is Jesus always the first in your life? Whether you are comfortable or 
uncomfortable, it is easy to proclaim and preach about the final judgment, the 
final day and to judge people verbally, however, everyone knows that it is so 
difficult to show Christ’s love to people by good works. Let's be good and 
faithful Christians who share Christ love without calculation helps to God, to 
the church, and to one of the least of these. I am convinced that it is the true 
meaning of the commitment, which God has given us through today's Gospel 
lesson. 
 
 Praise God. Amen. 
 


