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I Tell You the Truth, Matthew 10:40-42 (06/28/20) 
 

(Slide 1) What does it mean to be a Christian? Why do we come to church? Each 

answer will be different. To believe in Jesus, to be saved, to be blessed, to be a morally 

good person, to overcome the fear of death, to meet good people, to change the world, 

etc. To those questions, there is no right answer or wrong answer. However, the most 
basic answer would be ‘to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ.’ The entire New Testament is 

a confession and explanation of who the disciples of Jesus Christ are. The most important 

statement of this can be found in Matthew chapter 10. Jesus called twelve disciples from 

Peter to Judas Iscariot and told them what to do. He gave them a very important mission 

that had two aspects. One is to proclaim, “the kingdom of God” to the world by saying 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” The other is to seek the fundamental 

transformation of the distorted world. It includes serving “one of these little ones” in 

other words, taking care of the sick, the weak, the poor, the orphan, the widow, and the 

needy. These are the reasons for the disciple’s existence. Conversely, it also means that if 

the disciples failed this mission, the existence of the disciples means nothing. No one can 
object to this mission as a disciple. The disciples must have lived with pride in fulfilling 

this mission. However, Jesus warned his disciples that they would be put to trial.  

(Slide 2) In Matthew 10:16-18, Jesus said, “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the 

midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they 
will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18 and you will be 

dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the 

Gentiles.” 

 

(Slide 3) As I shared last week, the early Christians, including the disciples of 
Jesus, were actually faced with many trials and persecutions. In some cases, they were 

martyred. Now, we dare not even imagine what they had to suffer through and endure. 

This is because we live in a society where politics and religion are strictly separated, and 

religious freedom is guaranteed. Therefore, no one will be arrested or put on trial for 

believing in Jesus Christ. However, we have to remember that there are still so many 
people around the world who are being persecuted for believing in Jesus Christ. Actually, 

when I contact missionaries who are serving in such a country, I should not use specific 

words, such as Bible, pastor, church, or Jesus. So, instead, I use words like book, boss 

and company. If they are caught in censorship, they will either be deported or facing a 

huge disadvantage. Persecution against Christianity was very serious at the time of early 
Christianity, which is the background of today’s text, 2,000 years ago. At that time, the 

Roman regime, which ruled Europe, was exercising inexorable power. They had turned 

Christians into offenders according to their political judgment. Emperor Nero even 

accused Christians of being responsible for the great fires of Rome. These trials and 

persecution continued until Emperor Constantine accredited Christianity through the 
edict of Milan (which is the proclamation that permanently established religious 

toleration for Christianity within the Roman Empire) in 313. 
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Jesus asked the disciples to do two things to endure these trials and persecution. 

One is to break through the limits of secular power that torments them. Like I said last 
Sunday, secular power only kills the human body, not the soul. (Slide 4) As Matthew 

10:28 says, what the disciples really need to fear is the Creator God, the one who judges 

the body and soul. If you have this faith, even if you are faced with trials and persecution, 

you will be afraid, but you will never be subservient. The courage of martyrdom also 

came from this faith. The other is that the disciples will be rewarded. This story of reward 
comes from today’s sermon text, Matthew 10:40-42. First, in verse 40, Jesus gave an 

encouraging word to his disciples. The person who accepts the disciples is accepting 

Jesus, and the person who accepts Jesus is accepting God. Apparently, it sounds like a 

word that uplifts the disciples. Even if there are people who reject the disciples, some will 

surely accept them, so no need to worry too much. If we carefully think about the 
meaning of what Jesus meant here it leads back to a disciple, Jesus, and God. Then, it 

means that those who accept the disciples eventually accept God. 

 

We need to think about what motivated this statement. Jesus told the disciples two 

things to do. The disciples must proclaim the word that the “Kingdom of Heaven is near” 
and seek the fundamental transformation of the distorted world. The disciples’ lives are 

justified by fulfilling this mission. So, accepting the disciples means accepting the fact 

that the kingdom of heaven that Jesus proclaimed is near, and joining in the work for the 

transformation of the world. This is the true meaning of what it means to accept Jesus and 
accept God. And the verses 41 and 42 tell the story of reward more specifically. Two 

types of awards are mentioned here. One is the prophet’s reward, and the other is the 

reward of the righteous.  

 

(Slide 5) Today, I would like to think about why the text talks about receiving the 
reward, rather than the specific meaning of each reward and what kind of reward it will 

be. And I want to think about it in the context of the Bible. In fact, these words are said 

for those who have decided to live as disciples of Jesus. The disciples are those who have 

been called to proclaim the Kingdom of God and heal and transform the world. They are 

the prophets who proclaim the Word of God only by relying on the Spirit of God, even 
when the other people turn away, and they are righteous who depend entirely on God’s 

will, even in all kinds of trials and persecutions. Jesus said that they would receive the 

Prophet’s reward, and the reward of the righteous. When we think about reward, it is easy 

to think of a gift or a prize in a worldly sense. So, we simply think that if we just believe 

in Jesus, our life will get easier, we will not get sick, and we will have no problem at all. 
But, no. Surprisingly, the real meaning of reward in today’s text implies that living out 

the life of the prophet and the righteous is the reward of God. It is because the life as a 

disciple itself is a reward because participating in God’s work is a reward. People who 

have become a disciple can be satisfied with the life of a discipleship and must be 

satisfied. Even if there is something else, they will not accept it. This is because 
everything else is meaningless to those who concentrate on God’s work. As Christians, 

we need to look back at ourselves whether we are interested in living out discipleship or 



 3 

being rewarded as a disciple. Then, on the one hand, some of you may wonder if it means 

that there is no prize at all in the end because there are so many Bible verses talking about 
awards. (Slide 6) Revelation 2:10 b says that “Be faithful until death, and I will give you 

the crown of life.” Paul also said in 1Corinthians 9:24 that “Do you not know that in a 

race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you 

may win it.” You may wonder what these verses really mean. 

 
 If you accept these verses in literal terms, you may misunderstand the Bible. The 

kingdom of God is so amazing and fascinating that it makes us loyal to death and runs 

with all power. And by participating in it, we can enjoy a true joy that is incomparable to 

any other prize in the world. No one who has experienced God’s marvelous acts is afraid 

to fall into it. Because once you experience it, you will no longer remain as a spectator. 
As the disciples of Jesus Christ, we have to concentrate on living your life as a disciple. It 

is because such a life itself is a life in the true sense of the word, and it is a great prize for 

us to receive. That's right. (Slide 7) The important lesson in today’s gospel text is to 

receive a reward, that is, to live out discipleship. 

 
Verse 42 describes the characteristics of life as a disciple. “whoever gives even a 

cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, 

none of these will lose their reward.” This means that someone acting and serving in the 

name of a disciple, no matter how small it is, even giving a cup of cold water to someone, 
would not lose their prize. Those who hold on to the identity of disciple would consider 

giving a cup of cold water as God’s work. Then, they have no choice but to be loyal even 

to this small thing. Because they know it’s for the kingdom of God. Not only that. To the 

disciple of Jesus Christ, it is worth receiving God’s reward, even if they made a small 

action like giving a cup of cold water. 
 

(Slide 8) I have had a hard time as a pastor during this pandemic. Since we were 

not able to gather together in the church to worship for 3 months, we had not much 

opportunity to share and check how each one of us live a life of disciples. So, I tried to 

have an online fellowship through Zoom, and I gave a call to church members, sent a 
card & Thank You note, visited parishioners outside or through a window and tried to 

continue to communicate with them in many ways, but I felt that these were not enough. 

However, at the same time, God helped us to discover how much we strive to live out 

discipleship at each other’s place and led us to bless and be thankful for each other’s life 

and service in an unexpected way. 
 

(Slide 9) First of all, God prepared our pianists, singers, worship helpers 

(broadcasting, PPT and streaming) for the online worship service, so that I could prepare 

the worship with meaningful music for the livestream in a richer and more enjoyable 

way. I am so proud of our worship team and I am convinced that our church has a really 
good quality of online worship service compared with other UM churches of a similar 

size with us. Also, someone has served to change the alter cloth, banners and rearrange 
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the flower decorations based on the church calendar. In addition, almost every week, one 

of our children and youths participated in the service as the Bible reader. Although no 
one has ever been forced to do so and whether or not no one recognizes them, someone 

has come out to church to organize, clean and maintain the church like yard cleaning, 

fixing an old soundboard, installing a new one, checking the sound system, changing the 

church signs, counting money, depositing & preparing checks, etc. In addition, in 

preparing for resuming in-person worship service, someone came to church to rearrange 
the hymnals, Bibles, pews, and tables to make the sanctuary safe. For the upcoming live-

streaming and continuing in-person worship service, there was also a helping hand with 

no hesitation to support the church. Last Wednesday, our church TF team gathered again 

and shared some comments and feedback from the congregation about last Sunday 

worship service and tried to develop this week’s in-person worship service to focus on 
the safety of the church. I never can imagine how each week’s worship service can be 

prepared without these people’s effort, love, dedication, and service. I could never 

imagine how each week’s worship service can be prepared without these people’s effort, 

love, dedication, and service. 

 
 (Slide 10) Did you remember my handwritten card in the May Newsletter? As I 

mentioned above, it is so hard and makes me sad that I can’t see and meet you at the 

church. No in-person service at the church and visitation with restrictions sometimes 

makes me depressed and I felt that I was losing my identification as the pastor. However, 
ironically God taught me through this hard situations to know your love, dedication and 

support to the church and the pastor and how much I love my congregation and what my 

calling as the pastor is and what the true meaning of the church is beyond a physical 

building. And I know that each one of us serves as a disciple in where we are. In this 

way, we are living out the life of discipleship, proclaiming that the kingdom of God is 
near, and transforming the world. 

 

 (Slide 11) My dear brothers, sisters and siblings in Christ, we are all called to live 

as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. The church is a community of people who accepted 

this mission as calling from God. No one knows for sure what the life of discipleship is 
specifically. The things I shared today are not all there is to the life of discipleship. Each 

of you can go and seek your own way. The key here is the fact that living out the 

discipleship is considered as God’s reward. Then we wanted to focus more and more on 

this. This will not be forced. It is only possible for those who understand the life of the 

discipleship more deeply, agree to it, and find true joy there. Let us joyfully and 
passionately live out the discipleship. It is our call and mission from God. Indeed, it is 

God’s reward. Praise God. Amen. 

 


