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“Spirit of Bondage”, Romans 8:26-39 (07/26/20) 

 

(Slide 1) It is no exaggeration to say that the apostle Paul was the most 

outstanding person in Christian history. He was a great preacher, missionary, 

theologian, and spiritualist. And even today, he is respected by all Christians, 

including Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox churches. At least 10 books in 

the New Testament were written by Paul. But while he was still alive, he was not 

respected by others, and he faced and experienced a lot of practical difficulties. 

Today’s gospel text, in verse 36, Paul quoted Psalm 44:22 and expressed that his 

condition was like a sheep to be slaughtered. He couldn’t escape being chased, and 

finally died somewhere lonely without knowing what kinds of fruits were born by 

the seeds of the gospel he had sown. 

 

If you suffer but do not get recognized, people lose their enthusiasm for 

their work and, moreover, become desperate. However, Paul was not affected by 

the circumstances around him. He may have been partially affected, but ultimately 

he could go beyond that. It is because he only focused on the love of God in Christ 

Jesus and not on others. (Slide 2) In Romans 8:38-39, he confidently said that “For 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” 

 

Personally, this is my favorite verse in the Bible. Paul said, “I am 

convinced.” It is a very strong expression. What he is convinced is that there is 

nothing that can separate us from God’s love that will come through Jesus Christ. 

Let us remind ourselves of the ten items listed by Paul in this verse. Death, life, 

angels, rulers, present day, future day, power, height, depth, and all creation. It’s 

hard for us today to figure out what these things really point to. But what is clear is 

that while there are all of these things in the world that frighten us and test us, 

these things can never separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. This means that 

if we are connected to God’s love, it has nothing to do with us being disconnected 

from everything in the world. 

 

(Slide 3) We have often heard the words “love of God.” Such expressions 

are found all over the Bible, during sermons, and in prayers. So we think we know 

a lot about what the “love of God” is. However, we misunderstand the love of God 

in many ways. It is also a misunderstanding to know very little and act as if you 

know everything. Let us think about it this way. We think we know God as a 

Christian, but when we look at what we know about God, we eventually realize 
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that we know very little about God. Likewise, God’s love is difficult to fully 

understand. All of us are slowly moving toward God and His love. If so, how is 

Paul speaking about who God is and what is God’s love? What is it that sets us free 

from all the mighty forces in the world? Where did Paul get this confidence? 

 

In today’s gospel text, Paul did not simply say “God’s love,” but more 

specifically, he said (Slide 4) “love of God in Christ Jesus.” Paul found the “love 

of God”, which the Jews vaguely thought about, in a specific historical event. This 

is the “incarnation.” The logos, the Word, became the flesh. The invisible 

transcendental God became the human Jesus in visible history. Through the fate of 

Jesus, Paul came to the conviction that he was free from all the burden of sin and 

guilt that he had while he was pursuing the law, and that he went further and was 

no longer governed by all the evil forces of the world. 

 

(Slide 5) In Romans 8:33-35, Paul explains this with three questions: who 

will bring charge, who will condemn, and who will separate. First, in verse 33, 

Paul said “Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.” 

Accusations are the pursuit of responsibility for sin. In the Roman period where 

Paul lived, all social order was maintained by law. It is the logic to correct society 

by punishing those who violate the law. The world we experience now is no 

different from the Roman period. The law of Judaism had the same logic. Breaking 

the law was the reason for being accused, and keeping the law was the reason for 

praise. So, the Jews lived with the burden of the law throughout their lives. 

Although religious forms were established through the law, spiritual peace and 

contentment were never attained by the law. Because it is fundamentally 

impossible to keep all the religious laws. If you take the impossible as an absolute 

standard, you will have no choice but to destroy your life. Therefore, Paul 

discussed this in detail in the beginning of the Epistle to the Romans. Paul clearly 

realized that through Jesus Christ, we were no longer accused of the law, because 

faith in Jesus is the only way to obtain righteousness from God, not one’s act of 

fulfilling the law. Indeed, we are saved by faith in Jesus Christ, not by religious 

acts. So, Paul could confidently say that “If God says his chosen ones are 

acceptable to him, can anyone bring charges against them?” 

 

Secondly, in verse 34, Paul said “Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, 

who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed 

intercedes for us.” Condemnation means judging a sin as if the judge sentenced the 

accused. By the accusation of the Jews, Jesus was crucified on the cross. Because 

of this, people thought Jesus was a sinner. However, according to Paul, Jesus’ fate 

was not finally ruled by the death of the cross, because God raised him from the 
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dead. The resurrected and ascended Jesus is now praying for us at the right hand of 

God. The crucifixion of Jesus may be the greatest power the world can do, but it is 

only subordinate. God overturned this lower instance with the final ruling of 

resurrection. However, even if it is a low level, crucifixion is not an object that we 

can easily overcome in reality. Because death is the thing that can change 

everything to nothing. So we easily and repeatedly submit to the threat of death. 

How can we go beyond the lower level of death to the final level of resurrection? 

We must remember that the resurrection does not mean simply re-living, but 

implies that it is transformed into a new life. The change is qualitative, so we 

cannot picture it with any of our own imagination. The Bible also refers to 

resurrection as eternal life. If we can believe that Jesus, who was transformed into 

this life (resurrection/eternal life) and became the first fruit of the resurrection and 

is praying for us at the right hand of God, we can cry out with Paul that “Who is 

going to condemn? It is the Messiah, Jesus, who has died, or rather has been 

raised; who is at God’s right hand, and who also prays on our behalf!” 

 

Thirdly, in verse 35, Paul said “Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 

or sword?” (Slide 6) It is directly connected to the verse 38-39 saying that “For I 

am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

In verse 35, Paul listed difficult things for a man: Hardship, distress, persecution, 

famine, nakedness, peril, and sword” This verse reminds us of the difficulties that 

Paul experienced as it was written in 2Corinthians 11. Incurable diseases, 

economic poverty, imprisonment, bullying, loneliness, etc. are the difficulties that 

we are facing in real life. But surprisingly, Paul said that these things cannot 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Paul’s faithful convictions so far 

have been remarkable. On the one hand, it is envious, and on the other hand, it 

seems to us that it is impossible. Paul is not saying this to the Romans to make 

them be proud of him, or to humiliate them. At that time, there were hardships that 

could threaten their faith among Paul and other Romans. Paul felt religious 

sympathy with them, so he said this to give them hope in Christ Jesus in Romans 

8:18 “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory about to be revealed to us.” 

 

As we shared last week, there are two opposites to this verse. One is the 

“present suffering”, the other is the “future glory.” Christians cannot escape the 

present suffering. Suffering is a frightening thing everyone wants to avoid. 

However, if you can recognize and experience the glory of the future as reality, the 
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present suffering becomes a very small thing. The problem, however, is that there 

are times when it is difficult to even imagine the glory of the future because the 

sufferings of the present are so great. 

 

(Slide 7) Last Thursday, Pastor Ran and I Caleb a new haircut. In fact, for 

Caleb, getting a haircut is the scariest thing in the world. As soon as Pastor Ran 

took out the hair clipper, Caleb was terrified and crying. So, the first few minutes 

that have just begun cutting his hair are totally chaos. He cries and screams and 

attempts to escape, and Pastor Ran and I try to hold him tight and focus on his hair 

so that he doesn’t get a crooked cut. At this moment, his favorite Cartoon on TV, 

Jelly, and Candy are no use at all. Whenever a fearful situation comes, there is 

something he always says. “It's okay. Mom & papa are here with me.” Of course, 

when he gets a haircut, he keeps repeating it. But that too seems useless. However, 

after everything is over, he said to Pastor Ran “Mom, I was so scared, but it was 

okay, because you and papa were with me. I think I can do better next time.” Once 

again, I learned from this little guy that is how my faith grows in Jesus Christ. 

When I was in the midst of a stormy pain, sometimes it feels like the presence of 

Jesus is not helpful, but I will eventually realize after everything has passed that 

Jesus was with me and was the greatest force that sustained me in my suffering. 

 

(Slide 8) In life, sometimes we cannot avoid the hardships and conflicts, 

and we cannot overcome them at once. It is said that there will be the glory of the 

future, but it is hard to grasp. What should we do? There is no other way. We must 

clearly see what the future glory is and how it was given as a promise through 

Jesus Christ, and we must go deeper into it.  

 

(Slide 9) Let us remember what Paul had convinced: nothing can separate 

us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Only God’s love, achieved in the destiny 

of Jesus Christ, from the cross to the resurrection, to the ascension, and to the 

Second Coming, protects us from all sin, death, and any difficulties we face. Let us 

stay connected to the love of God in Christ Jesus. Praise God. Amen. 

 

 

 


