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“The Glory that Will Be Revealed in Us”  

Romans 8:12-25 (07/19/20) 

 

(Slide 1) As a pastor, I have a lot of opportunities to have different conversations 

with people of different ages who have different backgrounds, life situations, and jobs. 

As I talk to various people, I can see that they live with different life orientations. Of 

course, there are very different directions of life and goals for each individual, but 
basically there are three main life orientations. 

 

1. Past-oriented: Some people who already have a wealth of life experience have 

this past oriented tendency. When you talk to these people, you can really hear all kinds 

of old stories from them. Sometimes, however, some of these people are bound by their 
past glory by bragging “when I was young... I was such and such...” Even if they are 

struggling in the present situation, rather than making new attempts to fix or change for a 

better future, they tend to stay where they are and dream of the good times of the past. 

 

2. Present-oriented: This is the tendency of people who cannot afford to look back 
on the past or even dream about the future due to busy life or various competitions. 

Therefore, they try to focus on finding what they can do right now for the present 

pleasure and enjoy it. These people think that focusing on the past or the future is useless. 

They are insisting on YOLO (You only live once), and there is no saving or preparing for 
the future. 

 

3. Future-oriented: It is a tendency that can be easily found in relatively young 

children. When I look at Caleb, he is always full of dreams and expectations. Every night 

I read some books for him before going to bed, but as he reads the books, he adds more 
things to his to do list based on the content of the book. For example, if he reads about a 

tiger, he talks about seeing a tiger at the zoo and tells me to go see the tiger again. On the 

way to daycare, he always talks about what snacks he would like to eat on the way back 

home and what kind of games he would like to play with me. He is really a future-

oriented child who never stops dreaming, wishing, and trying to achieve something new. 
 

I find all three of these orientations within me. Sometimes, I remember the glory 

of my past and am obsessed with it, so I can’t see the present right away. Sometimes, I 

can’t think about the future by focusing on my busy and difficult situations. Sometimes, 

like a child, I dream, hope, and am full of expectations. Even if we live in the present 
time, the past and the future are all part of my life. Therefore, finding a good balance 

between these three life orientations is one of our goals in life as Christians. 

 

(Slide 2) In today’s gospel text, Paul is dealing with the problem of suffering in 

the present time. Although we are children of God, as we live life, hardships and 
sufferings come and go. Then, how should we as Christians respond to suffering in a 

better way? It is written in verse 25 that “if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
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with patience” From this, Paul urged us that we have to wait for the glory of the future 

and endure the present suffering well. He believed it is what a life with faith looks like. 
 

We are God’s beloved children. Nevertheless, sometimes God allows us suffering. 

Why would that be? We don’t know why, but it is clear that the suffering turns our faith 

back, makes our faith much stronger and it gives us a direction to where we go. In verse 

18, Paul said that “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.” Paul urged us not to look at the 

present suffering, but to look at the glorious grace to come beyond suffering. 

 

In fact, Paul was a better person than anyone else who knows about the suffering. 

This is because he himself had suffered tremendously. (Slide 3) In 2 Corinthians 11:23-
27 he shared what he had experienced as a servant of God. “I’ve worked much harder, 

been jailed more often, beaten up more times than I can count, and at death’s door time 

after time. I’ve been flogged five times with the Jews’ thirty-nine lashes, beaten by 

Roman rods three times, pummeled with rocks once. I’ve been shipwrecked three times 

and immersed in the open sea for a night and a day. In hard traveling year in and year out, 
I’ve had to ford rivers, fend off robbers, struggle with friends, struggle with foes. I’ve 

been at risk in the city, at risk in the country, endangered by desert sun and sea storm, and 

betrayed by those I thought were my brothers. I’ve known drudgery and hard labor, many 

a long and lonely night without sleep, many a missed meal, blasted by the cold, naked to 
the weather.” 

 

(Slide 4) Now Paul, as a person who had experienced this kind of suffering, 

compares and explains the present suffering and future glory. He put the present suffering 

on one side of the scale, and he put the future glory on the other side. What was the 
result? At the end of the text, he said, “the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory to come.” So as soon as he put the two on the scales, the scales 

were completely tilted. There is no comparison between the two. For Paul, suffering is 

relatively light. But the glory is heavy. Suffering is temporary. But glory is eternal. 

Suffering is received on this earth. However, glory is received from the eternal kingdom 
of heaven. Suffering comes from people. But glory is from God. What Bible talks about 

the suffering? In short, suffering is the cost of paying for the noble value and glory of 

Christ. As we live by God’s laws, we suffer a lot in the world. In this sense, suffering is 

one of the processes to find and follow the will of God. 

 
(Slide 5) In verse 24-25 Paul said that “For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 

is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not 

see, we wait for it with patience.” What is the essence of hope? Hope is not present, it is 

future. Hope is not what you see now, but what you see in the future. In the text, Paul is 

telling us that we must have undying hope and unbroken patience in order to gain 
salvation. 
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Then, what Bible talks about the hope? First of all, it is faith. Faith is invisible. However, 

hope is to believe and witness that your faith will come true in real life. This hope does 
not mean the happiness on earth that people of the world seek. This hope is not material 

or temporal, but an eternal heaven that will be fully realized in the future. 

 

Secondly, hope is the power of the believers. Proverb 29:18 says that “Where 

there is no vision, the people perish.” A man who has no hope, and no dream, is poor. But 
we live with hope in the kingdom of God. Because we have a hope in Christ Jesus, we 

endure any difficulties and sufferings in this world. This is why hope is a power of the 

believers. 2 Corinthians 4:18 says that “Things that are seen don’t last forever, but things 

that are not seen are eternal. That’s why we keep our minds on the things that cannot be 

seen.” Indeed, everything in this world is flowing and passing. But the hope we have in 
Christ Jesus is eternal. Therefore, as Paul said in verse 25, “if we hope for what we do not 

see, we wait for it with patience” Now, we are waiting for the invisible and intangible 

future, but the glory of God will appear to us for sure. And this hope is special. Why? 

Because it is a promise of God. Our God is faithful. God will surely fulfill what He 

promised. Based on this promise, we are waiting patiently for the future glory. 
 

(Slide 6) There is something I must do during my office hours. After I deal with 

the clerical works that I have to do first, sometimes I make a phone call to congregants 

for the rest of the time. Since the Covid-19 Pandemic my phone call visitation time has 
increased. Now, we resumed in person Sunday worship service, but I still feel that I don’t 

have enough time to share how we’ve been doing, so I can use this time to check up with 

each of my congregants. In addition, some church members continue to live a quarantine 

life for personal reasons, so I haven’t seen them in person since March. For those cases, 

the phone call visitation is a good communication channel. And anyway, at the end of the 
phone call, I always end up saying that “I hope and pray that you stay healthy and sound 

until we meet again.” In the global pandemic situation caused by Covid-19, I would like 

to make a mutual commitment to endure this suffering well and pray for a better future 

together without losing hope. 

 
Now is such a hard time. When Covid-19 spread in the U.S. first, I simply 

expected that it would last only one month or up to maximum 3 months. I believed that 

we would come back to normal at least by summer. Now almost 4 months have passed 

from the stay at home order, but Covid-19 is still strongly working and gives us lots of 

uncertainties in our real lives. (Slide 7) Usually, one of our summer big church events is 
VBS. Many of the church and community kids have joined it and it is my greatest joy to 

listen to their joyful & holy noise at the church. However, we couldn’t have in-person 

VBS this year to consider safety. Personally, I felt so sad not to see our kids and it made 

me disappointed, however, ironically, I could see hope through this preparation.  

 
Our Christian education director & dedicated church volunteers made a VBS stuff 

box together (they gathered as a small group and worked hard for our kids) and prepared 
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it for this year’s home & virtual VBS. I know it was not easy to prepare for a new 

program during this short period (Danielle started her job in the middle of June) but 
Danielle & faithful volunteers made it work. I believe that God knows everything from A 

to Z about their hard work and is definitely at work through these materials and wherever 

our kids are. We couldn’t gather together at the church, but I am convinced that God will 

definitely work through this stuff to reach our kids. See their smiles. It is not television 

commercials to sell some stuff to us. These smiles show us their real joy & happiness & 
expectations about this year’s VBS. Their smiles are my and our hope. It is time to 

support our next generation through our prayers, love, support and help. Distributing the 

VBS stuff is the first step for our kids. We have a holy duty to support them fully as the 

church family. I have hope, expectation and dream of how God will work through us to 

our beloved kids. I hope and pray that we will share many witnesses about God’s work 
during summer safely at the church soon. 

 

(Slide 8) We opened the church and resumed “in person” worship service. There 

are still many limitations we have to deal with, but more people came to church than I 

expected, and everyone is good at keeping social distance and wearing a mask, so I am 
very appreciative of their efforts. We still have a lot of concerns and anxieties, but 

nevertheless, I feel that there is strength in worshiping together. Even if you can’t sing 

hymns as much as you can, if you can’t pray by lifting up your voice, and you can’t sit 

right next to each other, the fact that we gather together in the house of the Lord can be 
our great strength and comfort. 

 

Today’s Romans 8:24-25 clearly speaks about our attitude of faith for hope. Hope 

that is seen is no hope at all and we wait for it patiently. Again, I am saying that it is hard 

time to everyone but at a time like this, we need to do our best spiritually (prayers, 
meditation, reading the Bible) and physically (working diligently) at each place. Have 

hope from Christ and wait and see it through your eyes of faith. It is our confession as 

Christians during this difficult time. I believe that God will give us the power to endure 

this suffering well in the love of our Christ Jesus. I am convinced that this is the faith we 

have and the power of the community of faith. Let us wait for the day with patience.  
Praise God. Amen. 

 


