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“The Parable of the Sower”Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (07/12/20) 
 

 Now, we live everyday life in the new normal ways brought by the Covid-

19 pandemic. Especially during the quarantine (during the time of the state's 

stay-at-home order), most people suddenly had to increase their time in the 

house. So, many of them tried various new things that they had thought about 

but never put it into action before. (Slide 1) For example, many people tried 

making a special coffee called “dalgona” coffee, which you make by stirring a 

mixture of coffee, sugar, and a hint of hot water at least 400 times by hand, or 

making a special omelet called a “souffle omelet”, which has you stir eggs more 

than 1000 times. Or, some people challenged themselves by doing 1,000, 3,000, 

or even 10,000 piece puzzles. Also, as you take a walk around your 

neighborhood, you may see so many houses being repaired and neighbors 

painting the deck or planting flowers and plants in their garden. My next door 

neighbor newly made a vegetable garden in their backyard. Since the pandemic, 

both of us – pastor Ran and I- have been busy preparing for online worship, so 

we were not able to try something new. Actually, preparing online worship is 

the thing that we tried for something new. 

 

 (Slide 2) Then, one day, one of the pastors who was serving in another 

United Methodist Church in the neighboring town got a new appointment. As he 

packed his moving boxes, he gave us some Korean vegetable seedlings that he 

had been working hard on. Those vegetables were something we like very much 

but are not able to be found around here. Nevertheless, in fact, both of us have 

been embarrassed because we have never had any gardening or farming 

experiences. 

 

 (Slide 3) Even when we moved into the Brodhead parsonage last year, the 

church removed weeds and cleaned all the ground surrounding the house so that 

we could do whatever we wanted. But we left it as it was without doing 

anything, because we don’t know what to do with it. Also, I feel that I don’t 

have enough skill to grow vegetables. My hands are not the hand of Midas but 

of Minus. As spring came, all kinds of weeds began to grow, and we, who had 

no idea how to handle them, eventually decided to spray a lot of herbicides to 

kill the ugly weeds. As I mentioned above, I am not interested in making a 

fancy garden in the parsonage yard. My priority goal with the parsonage yard is 

to “not to be an ugly neighbor” to our neighbors. Therefore, even though the 

pastor gave us a valuable seedling of Korean vegetables, there was no land to 
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plant. After much consideration, pastor I found some land that had not been 

sprayed with herbicides, which is right next to the garage, and then hurriedly 

planted those seedlings. Even though I watered and nurtured them with love, the 

seedlings never really grow. This is because this land has never been cultivated 

and is even shaded by the garage roof. It is infertile land. It’s already been more 

than a month, but the plants still only have a few leaves, even less than half the 

size of Caleb’s palm. Will our first farming experience end in failure...? As I 

prepared a sermon based on today’s gospel lesson, I came to realize once again 

how ignorant we were. The point was not how often we water them, but whether 

the soil we planted had the power to grow them. The soil is not good enough to 

grow plants. 

 

 (Slide 4) Today’s gospel lesson is so familiar to us, and even they are 

well explained in verses 18-23, so I don’t think that I have to put much more 

theological explanation on it. Let me briefly summarize today’s gospel lesson, 

Jesus spoke about a parable of a seed that fell on four different lands. A sower 

went out and sowed seeds. Some seeds fell on the path, other seeds fell on rocky 

ground, other seeds fell among thorns, and other seeds fell on good soil. It is 

said that only the seeds that fell on good soil bore a lot of fruit. The sower is our 

Lord, the seeds are the Word of God, and the four kinds of land refer to the state 

of our hearts. I pray in the name of the Lord that today through these words, we 

will look at what our heart is like and that our hearts will be changed to become 

a good soil for bearing abundant fruits. 

 

 (Slide 5) First, the seeds that fell on the path. Old Palestinian farmers 

went out to the field when the rainy season began between October and 

November and they would distribute seed over the field. However, sometimes 

when the seeds are distributed, the wind blows, so the seeds fall on the pathway, 

which is where people come and go. Since the ground of the path hardens, the 

seeds cannot take root, and the birds come and eat them. The seeds that fell on 

the path say that even if we heard the Word of the Lord, when our hearts are 

hardened, there is no way the Word of God can take root in us, and even the 

Word of God we have received will be taken away by Satan. Sometimes our 

hearts are hardened by the various trials and difficulties of our lives. At this 

time, even if you come to church, the Word of God does not reach your heart. 

Even if you seem to have touched your heart for a moment, you will forget and 

live as if you didn’t know the Word of God as you leave the church. It is written 

in Hosea 10:12, “Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap faithful love; break up 
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your unplanted ground, for it is time to seek the Lord, that he may come and 

rain righteousness upon you.” Can’t you hear the Word of God? Come to the 

Lord, repent of your sins before the Lord, repent of your spiritual helplessness, 

repent of your indifference to being favored by grace of God, and when you 

pray to the Lord and repent of your sins, the Lord will break up your hardened 

heart and turn it over, so when you hear the Word of God, it will take deep root 

in your heart, and grow and bear a lot of fruits. Every day, I pray that the spirit 

of repentance will pour out on our heart so that our heart will not be hardened 

but renewed. 

 

 (Slide 6) Secondly, the seeds that fell on rocky ground. The land of Israel 

has a lot of limestone and basalt rock. So, most of the fields are stony fields. 

When the seeds fall on this rocky ground, even though they take root, they 

cannot grow strong and well. Therefore, when the sun shines, the roots dry out 

and quickly wither. In the world, there are so many people living with the heart 

of this stony field. So, when they hear the Word of the Lord, it seems to be a 

moment of shimmering grace, but even before it takes root, they are discouraged 

and collapse when problems and difficulties come into their lives. It is written in 

Jeremiah 23:29, “Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that 

breaks a rock in pieces?” We must defeat our hardened hearts with the bat of the 

Word of God. Only our Lord can change our heart like stone and rock with pain, 

hatred, hurt, and anger into loam so that we are ready to take deep root and bear 

abundant fruit. 

 

 (Slide 7) Thirdly, the seeds that fell among thorns. Israel has a dry 

climate, so it grows a lot of thorns around their farmland. These thorns are very 

strong in growth and propagation, so even if you don’t fertilize, they grow 

quickly and the plants around them can’t grow well. So, if the seed falls on the 

place where the thorn is, even if the bud grows, it will be stabbed by the thorn, 

so it will not grow and eventually will not produce any fruit. Some people’s 

minds are like those covered with the thorns. Even if the seeds of the Word of 

God are planted, there are too many concerns, worries, and fears in their heart, 

so there is no room for the seeds of faith to take root and grow. Let us carefully 

look inside of our heart- are there many thorns preventing you from coming to 

the Lord in mind? James 1:14 says that “We are tempted by our own desires that 

drag us off and trap us.” If there are unnecessary thorns growing inside you that 

prevent your faith from growing, and if they keep interrupting your faith and put 

you to the test, please burn these unnecessary thorns of mind with the fire of the 
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Holy Spirit. Let your concerns, fears, anxieties disappear. Let your greed and all 

negative thoughts leave by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 (Slide 8) Fourthly, the seeds that fell on good soil. In fact, if we look 

intently, there are all these four fields (roadside, stones field, thorny field, and 

good land) in our hearts. Many wounds from human relationships are settled as 

stones in our heart, and sometimes our heart is hardened by unexpected life 

difficulties, and there are many unnecessary thorns due to concerns, anxieties, 

fears, or greed... In fact, no one has no problems. That is why we are desperate 

for God’s grace and love, and we must bring these problems to the Lord before 

we try to solve them by ourselves. Only in God, we can find a true way and real 

solution. 

 

 (Slide 9) The scenery that I encounter everyday while I am driving these 

days is the corn that has already grown much taller than my height. Every day, 

Caleb says, “Papa, look at the corn! It's very tall.” As far as I can remember, on 

April 17th, we had snow, but the white snowfield disappeared all over the place 

and the green corn and beans are growing quickly. As I said before, I have never 

farmed before, and in fact, I have no farmers in my family, so I didn’t know 

how farming works. However, as I started my ministry, some of the 

congregations were farmers, so I continued to pay attention to their work. From 

this, I have learned a lot of valuable lessons. Even after the long, cold and 

snowy Wisconsin winter, seriously hardened and frozen lands eventually grow 

and bear crops. And all of this begins with plowing the soil. 

 

 (Slide 10) Like this, when we come to the Lord and repent when the heart 

is hardened like a pathway field because of suffering in the world, plowing 

begins in this roadside field-like heart. We turn our hardened hearts with the 

bulldozers of repentance, crush the stones of our hearts with the bat of the Word 

of God, burn out the thorns of the concerns, greed, and worldly things in our 

hearts with the fire of the Holy Spirit, and eventually our heart transforms into a 

good soil, and bears abundant fruits. Let us be good soil so that when the seeds 

of the word of God are planted, I hope and pray that they will take deep and 

strong root and produce abundant fruit of thirty times, sixty times, and a 

hundred times in our life. This is what a fruitful life is like with God. Praise 

God. Amen. 

 


