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“Good Authority”, Mark 1:21-28 (Jan 31, 2021) 
 

(Slide 1) Can you remember the story “The North Wind and the 
Sun” from the book by Aesop? One day, the Sun and the North Wind 
argued about which of the two of them is the greatest power in the 
universe. When they see a man wearing a coat, the two decide to settle it 
once and for all by seeing who can make the man take off his coat first. 
The wind blows and blows, but the man only buttons his coat tighter. The 
sun smiles and shines and the man takes off his coat to bask in the sunlight. 
Finally, the sun wins! Today’s gospel story leads us to think about the 
authority of Jesus. As we see from the story of the North Wind and the 
Sun, being authoritative and being authoritarian is totally different. 
Although Jesus has the most powerful authority in the world, he never 
flaunted himself. He used his authority not to lord it over us but to help us 
and save us. 

 
(Slide 2) When we look at today’s gospel story, there was a huge 

incident in the synagogue. Commonly, we understand that a synagogue had 
the same features as a church, because it was a place where Jesus taught 
the word of God and a place where the followers of Jesus gathered 
together. However, in Jesus’ day, a synagogue had a different purpose from 
today’s church. It was more like a teaching institution rather than a worship 
community. Basically, a synagogue had three purposes: Prayer, the reading 
of God’s word, and the exposition of it. There was no music, singing, and 
sacrifice, so it was even different from the Temple in the Bible. I can’t 
imagine a church service that only includes a prayer, reading of the Bible, 
and listening to a sermon without music and singing. Anyway, it seems like 
nothing fun, exciting, or adventurous would happen in synagogue, but 
something amazing and unexpected actually happened in the synagogue. 
 

(Slide 3) If we read the gospel of Mark, as we shared last week, after 
Jesus called four disciples, he started his public ministry. And the very first 
incident happened at synagogue. As we read from today’s gospel lesson, 
when Jesus started to teach at synagogue, people noticed his 
remarkableness. Everyone was amazed at Jesus’ teaching, because he was 
not like the teachers of the Law of Moses and he taught with authority. 
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However, they did not know exactly who Jesus was. But there was one 
who knew who Jesus was. It was a man with an unclean spirit. Although 
the NRSV Bible said it is an unclean spirit, many other versions of the 
Bible said it is an evil spirit. And Suddenly he yelled, “Jesus from 
Nazareth, what do you want with us? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are! You are God’s Holy One.” 

 
(Slide 4) Today, most people do not believe or do not want to talk 

about unclean, evil spirits. We can understand it as a demon or devil. 
However, the point is whether we believe or not that the evil spirit clearly 
exists and even that they are at work bringing evil everywhere in the 
world. The people in New Testament times took it seriously. Therefore, 
there were many exorcists who claimed to be able to cast out demons. The 
Jewish or pagan exorcist used elaborate incantations, spells, and magical 
rites to bring about the unseen conditions that would manipulate the spirit 
world. For those who are already used to this kind of thing, Jesus’ way of 
defeating the evil spirit was quite shocking. His way was astonishingly 
different. Jesus just simply ordered the demon to leave and it obeyed him. 
When Jesus said, “be silent, and come out of him,” the unclean spirit came 
out of him. From this, Jesus showed his authority to all the people. But his 
authority was neither to overreact nor crow about it. He just simply dealt 
with the problem by ordering the spirit to leave. Typically, having authority 
means that having a way of enriching oneself, of getting one’s own way, of 
suppressing others, and of getting and holding power. Think about what 
tyrannical parents, bosses, teachers, government officials are doing. 
However, Jesus was totally different. 

 
(Slide 5) Who is Jesus? As the Son of God, he had all the authority 

in the world – even in the universe. Although Jesus had incomparable 
authority, he never tried to lord it over us. Today, I would like to talk more 
about the existence of the evil spirit, because it has been overlooked and 
neglected today. Whether we believe it or not, it obviously exists and has 
already permeated into our very lives. It tries to disturb our spirit and keeps 
us from spiritual awakening. As an example, it may sound funny, there are 
some people who feel weirdly difficult to get up early on Sunday. I believe 
it is the sabotage of the evil spirit. Every Saturday, pastor Ran and I declare 
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a spiritual war in our home. On Saturday, we try to be more spiritually 
sensitive and keep it holy. However, weirdly my children are fussier and 
have all kinds of unusual symptoms, especially on Saturday when I prepare 
and practice for Sunday worship service. Then, while we are taking care of 
our children as best we can do, we try to do our best not to be tempted by 
the work of the evil spirit. Since Satan knows that Caleb and Christine are 
the most precious to us, they can be one of our weak points. Therefore, 
sometimes I feel spiritually that Satan tries to test us through our children. 
This spiritual struggle with Satan reminds me of the bible story of the first 
test of Jesus by Satan in the wilderness. He tempted Jesus to turn stones 
into bread. For Jesus who has been fasting for 40 days, it was a great 
temptation. Likewise, the Evil spirit knows well what will tempt you, and 
he attacks that exact target. 

 
(Slide 6) If you read the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 

Church, according to the section about “Sanctification and Christian 
perfection”, it says that “The Christian must continue on guard against 
spiritual pride and seek to gain victory over every temptation to sin. He 
must respond wholly to the will of God so that sin will lose its power over 
him; and the world, the flesh, and the devil are put under his feet. Thus, he 
rules over these enemies with watchfulness through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” The only thing that enables us to overcome all our infirmities, 
ignorance, and common mistakes and possibilities of further sin is the 
authority of Jesus Christ. His authority is the only weapon that we need to 
have to defeat all the power of the evil spirit in the world. If you 
understand the unclean spirit too narrowly, you misunderstand it just as a 
demon, so you might think that it has nothing to do with you. What is your 
enemy? What makes you get easily and repeatedly tempted? What is your 
weak point that always haunts you? What habit, what sin, what fear drags 
you down? What keeps your attention and energy from God? What makes 
you beaten down or enslaved? The evil spirit takes any of those forms to 
keep you away from your faith in Jesus Christ. Don’t let the evil win. Don't 
be discouraged. Never give up. 

 
(Slide 7) Do you know where I bring these stained glass pictures 

from? One of our church members took pictures of all our church stained 
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glass and shared them with me and now I am sharing these beautiful and 
meaningful pictures with you during the service. Let’s have time to answer 
clearly about this question, “who knows how to handle them?” while 
meditating on these pictures. Yes. It is Jesus Christ. 

 
In what ways does the evil spirit disturb you and attack your weak 

point? There is nothing that can overpower the authority of Jesus. Declare 
a spiritual war against evil and give this battle to Jesus Christ. As soon as 
he gets in, the winner has been already determined. The evil cannot 
withstand the authority of Jesus Christ. When you stand close to him by 
having a deep relationship with Jesus, your enemy can’t even have the last 
word and can’t push you around. When you fix your eyes on Jesus and put 
your attention on him, the evil spirit no longer seems so fearsome and so 
strong, because they are on the run in the presence of Jesus Christ. When it 
comes to Jesus’ authority in your lives, what does it look like? Does lord it 
over you or help you? 

 
 (Slide 8) Jesus drives out evil spirits, not you. He uses his authority 
not to destroy you but to help and save you. His authority looks like the 
Sun from the story of Aesop. Never coercive but it leads us to freely 
choose to take off the coat. Jesus’ authority is a good authority. Take his 
authority to defeat the evil spirit plaguing you and find true freedom in 
him. Don’t let the evil win, let Jesus win. 
 
 Praise God. Amen. 
 
 


