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“Life Is BCDE”, Matthew 16:13-20 (08/23/20) 

 

 (Slide 1) As part of my theological study, I did an internship as a 

chaplain at Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge, IL which is one of the 

most popular and one of the biggest hospitals in northern IL. I learned a lot of 

things from my internship, not in the church setting but in the hospital setting, 

which was a totally different setting than I am normally in. One thing that I 

found out from my pastoral clinical education was how much I love church! I 

was assigned to the Orthopedic unit, where there were so many patients who 

could not go to church for a long time because of their fragile conditions. 

  

One of the most important jobs of the Chaplain intern was visiting 

hospitalized patients to provide spiritual support if they wanted it. Most of the 

patients appeared uninterested in my visit when I first knocked and 

introduced myself as a chaplain like “Good morning, chaplain Kook Ho. Can 

I visit you for couple minutes, if possible?” However, some of them shared 

their time and space with me, listening to the words of God coming from my 

heart.  I was so clumsy and made some stupid mistakes during the visitations 

because everything was new and a first for me, but they warmly accepted me 

as their chaplain. I believe that this was possible not by my capacity, but by 

God’s grace. 

 

 During my chaplaincy, one phrase that I really liked stuck in my mind. 

(Slide 2) “Life is BCD” from French philosopher, Jean Paul Sartre. Between 

birth and death there is a choice. In the hospital, I saw many births, deaths, 

and choices about matters of life and death every day. So, I felt the necessity 

of knowing what was the most important thing in my life. I definitely would 

say that it is my faith, so the best choice in my life is Christ Jesus who has 

died, is risen, and will come again!  As I shared before, if we believe Christ 

Jesus, our life after death will not be at the end of our lives but will be 

everlasting. Thus, I always emphasize that “Life is BCDE” In the hospital 

setting, I really felt that life is BCD in different way, which is between birth 

and death and even after the death there is a Chaplain. Blessing the newborn 

baby, encouraging the patient who is struggling with a disease, praying for 

the deceased and comforting their family are all a chaplain’s job. Even when 

a patient first comes to the emergency room, there is a chaplain. When filling 

out various kinds of documentation, they also need a chaplain. 
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 At first, I complained about why a chaplain has so many things to do. 

But soon I realized that since every moment of our lives we need presence of 

God, there needs to be the presence of a chaplain. Furthermore, in the 

ministry setting, I really feel that life is BCD, which is between birth and 

death and even after the death there is a Church! These days, I feel it even 

more strongly. Baptism, confirmation, wedding, and funeral… from baptism 

to funeral we share all of life’s stages with the church. Although nowadays, 

many people do not have baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals at 

church, there are still many people share every important moment in life with 

the church. This is the way of living a life in the presence of God too. 

 

 (Slide 3) Today’s gospel brings us two important questions: Who is 

Jesus and what is church? One day, Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” and they said, “Some say John the 

Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

The people whom say Jesus is John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or prophet 

thought they were setting Jesus in the highest category that they could find. 

Although these are great tributes, they are not great enough to say who Jesus 

really is. While I was preparing this sermon, I was wondering who do people 

say Jesus is today, so I searched on YouTube. I grew up in the church, and 

most of my friends are Christians. I was wondering who others say Jesus is? 

There was an interesting video in which someone was asking random people 

on the street, “Who is Jesus”. (Slide 4) Let’s watch together a short video 

clip.  

 

 Interestingly, most people answered the question “Who is Jesus” with 

“the white guy with the beard” Only a few people said, “Jesus is my savior,” 

but most people saw Jesus as an historical person and talked about an image 

or figure of Jesus. Some of them even answered that Jesus has nothing to do 

with them or that they don’t care about Jesus. After I watched this video, 

personally, I was so frustrated and sad. I think when Jesus heard what people 

say who Jesus is, he might have been sad.... Therefore, Jesus asked same 

question again, (Slide 5) “Who do you say that I am?” But, this time, Jesus 

changed the subject of the question from the people to his disciples. He might 

want to hear different answer from them. Just then, Simon Peter answered, 

“You are the Messiah the Son of the living God.” And this was perfect 

answer. Although what people said about who Jesus was, was based on what 
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they know about Jesus, but Peter’s answer was based on his confession of 

faith. Jesus was so happy about his answer, so he blessed Peter and told him 

that “You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church.” 

 

 Commonly the rock is a symbolic representation of something abiding 

and stable. In many places of the Bible, to call someone a “Rock” is 

considered the greatest of compliments. Deuteronomy 32:4 says “The Rock, 

his work is perfect, and all his ways are just.” And even, rock is likened to 

God. 2 Samuel 2:22 says “The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my 

deliverer” and it is written in 2 Sam. 22:32 & Psalm 18:31, “For who is God, 

but the Lord? And who is a rock, except our God?” 

 

 (Slide 6) This strong and abiding foundation, the church was built by 

Jesus. Therefore, the church should confess Jesus as “the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God” and live out this faith in the world. Then, what do you think 

of the church? Again, I was wondering what the people say the church is, so I 

searched on YouTube. I watched one video, interviewing random people on 

the street by asking what do you think of the church. In this video, variety of 

people shared interesting thoughts on church: it is an organization that 

teaches people how to live, it is a temple for studying how to get close to 

God, it is an institution from God ruled by humans, it is cool place, and etc. 

Most people commonly consider the church as an institution, organization, or 

a building. But in Greek, Church is ekklesia which means gathering of the 

people of the Lord. Therefore, we call church not an institution, organization, 

or building, but a people, community of faith. 

 

 (Slide 7) How is our church? Church should stand on the abiding and 

stable rock of faith by placing a firm faith and actualizing it in the world. Do 

you think our church sincerely confesses Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God? Do you think our church lives out this faith in the world? 

As a community of faith, we have been doing many things, and we are still 

planning to do many more things to do our best, even though we are under 

Covid-19. One way our church practiced safety last week was that we 

celebrated together this year’s virtual VBS through Zoom and had a time to 

share popsicles with the kids & youths at the church parking lot. I visited 

some of our elderly people for delivering a church picture with a pastor’s 

note (we are missing & praying for you) as the “We Are the Church” project. 
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Also, the pastor and finance committee are managing together how we 

encourage our congregation involve to the church finance during this difficult 

time and support to the Conference physically as one body of Christ. In 

addition, we are planning on the new high school youths program to focus on 

evangelism (growing the church) and nurturing God’s children faithfully at 

the church so we will have a meeting with 9th grader youths and their parents’ 

next Sunday. 

 

 Some people may misunderstand it and ask why church cares so much 

about money and numbers. However, stewardship programs and evangelism 

are not one-time events for increasing money and numbers, but the way of 

strengthening our church’s foundation to fulfill our very mission as church. 

As church – gathering of people of the Lord – we not only should make our 

spiritual foundation secure, but also, we should make our physical foundation 

secure. To be a healthy community, physical health is also very important 

along with spiritual health. This is because, church is not only called to have 

confession of faith, but also called to live out the confession of faith in the 

world. Jesus Christ called all of us to be his faithful stewards by making a 

healthy community of faith. And now is the time to respond to our call from 

God to be a faithful steward by living out our confession of faith. 

 

 (Slide 8) As a Christian, I have one dream that at least the people who 

have known me do not see Jesus as historic person - the white guy with the 

beard, but confess Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of the living God. 

Also, as a pastor, I have one dream which is making a healthy church to love 

God more and to love our neighbors more. Christ Jesus called us to be his 

faithful stewards, let us joyfully respond his call not only spiritually, but also 

physically. Jesus who is the Messiah and the Son of living God is leading us, 

strengthening us by his great wisdom, merciful grace, and loving power. 

 

 Praise God! Amen. 

  

 

 


