
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Banners with bread and grapes 

Location: Front wall of the sanctuary or stored in the chime 

room 

Story or Meaning: The Lord's Supper is also called “the 

Lord's table,” “communion,” “cup of blessing”, and “breaking 

of bread”. In the early Church it was called also “Eucharist”, 

meaning giving of thanks. 

The ordinance for coming to the table is found in Matthew 

26:26-28, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:19-20, and 1 Corinthians 

11:17-34. It is alluded to in Luke 24:30, John 6:53-58, and 

Acts 2:42-46 

 

 

 

 

 

Art and Symbols in the 

Brodhead United Methodist Church 

  



Description: Rose Window 

Location: East wall of the 

sanctuary 

Story or Meaning: Rose Windows 

are a distinguishing characteristic of 

early Gothic churches. It is 

supposed to remind the church 

goers that many parts make a 

whole. It also gives a heightened 

sense of the divine pouring in from  

above. 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Nativity Window 

Location: North wall of the sanctuary, 

west most bay of windows 

Story or Meaning: It tells the story of 

Jesus’ birth. 

This story is found in Luke 2: 1-20. 

 

 

 

 

Description: Carving  

Location: Carved into the pulpit 

Story or Meaning: A St. Thomas 

Cross. It is sometimes also called a 

Nasrani Cross, which is a name 

that stems from the name of the 

town where Jesus was born, 

Nazareth. It is a similar style to the 

Fleur de Li Cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Passion Cross 

Location: Front of the sanctuary on top 

of the Worship Table 

Story or Meaning: This is a Passion 

Cross. The top and arms of the cross are 

pointed to represent nails.  

The cross also has St. Thomas Crosses 

carved just outside the center of the 

cross in what look like four boxes. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Description: Two candles  

Location: Found on the Worship Table 

Story or Meaning: Lit candles remind us that Christ is 

in our midst. Two candles in worship remind us of the 

two natures of Christ: human and divine. 

 

Description: The Lord’s Prayer 

Location: In the back of the 

sanctuary, in the narthex. 

Story or Meaning: The Lord's 

Prayer (also called the Our  

Father) is a prayer Jesus taught his 

disciples. There are two versions of 

this prayer found in the New 

Testament: Matthew 6:9-13 and 

Luke 11:2-4. The Matthew version 

is the longer version and was  

preached as part of Jesus’ Sermon 

on the Mount. 

Description: Jesus in the temple 

Location: North wall of the Sanctuary, 

middle set of windows 

Story or Meaning: This depicts Jesus 

in the temple when he was 12. 

This story is taken from Luke 2:39-52. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Jesus as the Good 

Shepherd 

Location: North wall of the Sanctuary, 

far east set of windows 

Story or Meaning: Jesus carrying a 

lamb with sheep around him. This 

comes from John 10:1-21, in which 

Jesus is depicted as the Good 

Shepherd who lays down his life for His 

sheep. 

 



Description: Jesus praying in the 

garden 

Location: South wall of the sanctuary, 

East bay of windows 

Story or Meaning: After Jesus had a 

meal with the disciples, he and a few 

disciples go to the Garden of 

Gethsemane to pray. Matthew 26:36-

46, Luke 22:39-46, and Mark 14:32-42 

tell this story. 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Jesus crucified 

Location: South wall of the sanctuary, 

Middle bay of windows 

Story or Meaning: The story of Jesus 

being crucified is found in Matthew 27, 

Luke 23, and John 19:30, alluded to in 1 

Peter 3:18, Philippians 2:5-11, and 

Galatians 2:19-20, and prophesized in 

Isaiah 53:3-5. 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Plaque ΑΩ 

Location: On the top front and back of the archway in the 

front of the sanctuary 

Story or Meaning: These are the Greek letters alpha and 

omega. They are the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet. The term Alpha and Omega comes from the phrase 

“I am the alpha and the omega” in the Book of Revelation 

verses 1:8, 21:6, and 22:13. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Covering of the Communion Table 

Location: In the front of the Sanctuary 

Story or Meaning: Ihs- the Greek letters iota, eta, and 

sigma which are the first 3 letters of the name of Jesus in 

Greek. 

ΙΗΣΟΥΣ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Easter Window 

Location: South wall of the sanctuary, 

Story or Meaning: Here we see the 

risen Christ. Jesus rose from the dead 

after 3 days. This is found in Matthew 

28, Mark 16, Luke 24, and John 20, 

and referred to in John 3:16-17, John 

11:25, Romans 10:9-10, 1 Corinthians 

15:12-20, 1 Peter 1:3, and Revelation 

1:17-18. 

 

 

 

Description: Last Supper carving 

Location: On the front of the Worship Table 

Story or Meaning: The last meal that Jesus shared with his 

disciples is described in all four Gospels (Mt. 26:17–30, Mk. 

14:12–26, Lk. 22:7–39 and Jn. 13:1–17:26), and is often 

called the Last Supper. 



Description: Jesus holds out his hands 

Location: Front of the sanctuary 

Story or Meaning: Jesus holds out his 

hands, with the holes in his hands visible. 

Those wounds tell us that Christ suffered 

and understands our suffering. This stained 

glass window should also remind us of 

Isaiah 53:5, "he was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities, the chastisement of our peace 

was upon him and with his stripes we are 

healed." It also reassures us that the 

resurrection of Christ is real… which makes 

our resurrection possible! 

 

Description: Jesus with a staff 

Location: Front of the sanctuary 

Story or Meaning: A rod is used in the 

Bible to symbolize power and authority. It is 

also found in the 23rd Psalm, which puts 

before our mind the sense in which our 

Heavenly Father has used the symbol of a 

rod or staff to illustrate his tender care, 

protection, guidance, and comfort over all of 

his people. And in Mark (6:8), he said to his 

disciples, take “no scrip, no bread, no 

money,” only your staff. We can take 

nothing of this world into the kingdom, but  

     the proper use of the rod and staff of the      

     Lord can and will get us there. 

 

 

Description: Risen 3 piece artwork 

Location: on the south wall of the Welcome Center 

Story or Meaning: This is an Easter three piece artwork that 

refers to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is from Matthew 

28:6, “He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Description: He is Risen on a Parament 

Location: Found on the Parament on the pulpit 

Story or Meaning: The Parament shares the Easter 

message: “He is Risen!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Jesus as the Good 

Shepherd 

Location: West wall in the 

Welcome Center, 

southern most window 

Story or Meaning: Jesus carrying 

a lamb with sheep around him. This 

comes from John 10:1-21, in which 

Jesus is depicted as the Good 

Shepherd who lays down his life for 

His sheep. 

 

 

 

 

Description: Stained Glass 

windows 

Location: On the doors and 

archway of the original entryway 

Story or Meaning: The cross is a 

symbol of Christianity. The 

archway is a gothic style that 

invites people to look up toward 

the heavens. 

 

 

 



Description: Portrat of Jesus 

Location: Back of the sanctuary 

in the Narthex 

Story or Meaning: Traditional 

picture of Jesus in portrait form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Jesus in the 

Garden of Gethsemane 

Location: East entrance 

by the elevator 

Story or Meaning: After 

Jesus had a meal with the 

disciples, he and a few 

disciples go to the Garden 

of Gethsemane to pray. 

Matthew 26:36-46, Luke 

22:39-46, and Mark 14:32-

42 tell this story. 

 

 

Description: Statue of Angel and 

child 

Location: Currently found by the 

Welcome Center on a pedestal next 

to the library books 

Story or Meaning: Angels are a 

common subject for Christian art 

and spoken of in the Bible. 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: Banner with a cross 

and a crown 

Location: On the East wall of the 

sanctuary 

Story or Meaning: Both a cross 

and a crown are Christian symbols. 

The central message of Christianity 

is that Jesus Christ, by His death 

and resurrection, we are saved. 

Jesus is referred to as King of kings 

and Lord of lords in: Deuteronomy 

10:17, Psalm 136:3, Daniel 2:47, Matthew 28:18, 1 Timothy 

6:15, Acts 10:36, Revelation 1:5, and Revelation 19:16. 


