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the crowds behind (although other 
boats followed). 37But soon a fierce 
storm arose. High waves began to 
break into the boat until it was nearly 
full of water. 
 

38Jesus was sleeping at the back of 
the boat with his head on a cushion. 
Frantically they woke him up,  
shouting, ñTeacher, donôt you even 
care that we are going to drown?ò 
 

39When he woke up, he rebuked the 
wind and said to the water, ñQuiet 
down!ò Suddenly the wind stopped, 
and there was a great calm. 40And he 
asked them, ñWhy are you so afraid? 
Do you still not have faith in me?ò 

41And they were filled with awe and 
said among themselves, ñWho is this 
man, that even the wind and waves 
obey him?ò 
 
Jesus equates fear with a lack of 
faith. If the church is going to live up 
to its full potential, we need to  
overcome our fears and learn to step 
out in faith.  
 
If you remember in another text it 
was fear that caused Peter to sink 
when he tried to be like Jesus and 
walk on water (Matthew 14:27-30). 
 
Donôt let fear keep you from  
experiencing the season in all itôs  
glory. Merry Christmas to all, and 
ñfear is not an optionò thanks to  
Jesus. 
 
Pastor Irv 

Pastorôs Corner 

Whatôs INSIDE 

Sunday Worship  

December 2nd 
 - 1st Sunday of Advent 
 - Holy Communion 
 

December 9th 
 -2nd Sunday of Advent 
 - óIncredible Christmasô 
    Childrenôs Program 
 

December 16th 
 -3rd Sunday of Advent 
 - Noisy Can 
 

December 23rd 
 - 4th Sunday of Advent 
 

December 24th 
         -Christmas Eve  
 -Family Worship: 4:00pm 
 -Candlelight Worship:11pm 
 

December 30th 
 -1st Sunday after Christmas 
 - Hymn Sing 
 

Merry Christmas!  
 
As I write this, deer hunting is in full 
swing throughout the state. I was  
reminded of that this morning on my 
walk when I met two people clad in 
blaze orange. This will be the eighth 
straight year of not hunting for me and I 
must admit that I do miss it. I began to 
reflect on why I am not hunting and I 
believe it is because if I got a deer, Iôm 
afraid I would not be able to getting it 
out of the woods or field by myself. I 
think this is the fear that keeps me  
away from something that I really  
used to enjoy. 
  
In contemplating this I also  
wonder how many of us will not try 
something, even something we love  
to do, because of fear. There are many 
fears in our lives, fear of failure, fear 
that we are no longer able, fear of  
ridicule, fear of disappointing people 
we love. Sometimes we would rather  
be safe than sorry and in doing so we 
miss out on life itself. This precious gift 
from God is meant to be experienced in  
all of its fullness.  
 
Even in the church we often fail to meet 
our full potential because we are afraid. 
We donôt want to hurt anyoneôs feelings. 
We fear change, and it keep us from 
action but change happens anyway and 
our fears keep us from determining the 
results.  
 
Is it any wonder that one of the most 
use admonitions by Jesus is ñDo not be 
afraidò. Mark 4:35-41 is just one such 
text. 35As evening came, Jesus said to 
his disciples, ñLetôs cross to the other 
side of the lake.ò 36He was already in 
the boat, so they started out, leaving  
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Lydia Circle 

The Purpose of United 
Methodist Women 

 
The organized unit of United 
Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose 
purpose is: 

�x��To know God and to 
 experience freedom as 
whole persons through 
Jesus Christ. 

�x��To develop a creative 
supportive fellowship. 

�x��To expand concepts of 
mission through  
participation in the  
global ministries of the 
church. 

 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����Q�G���D�W�������������D�P 
 Mustard Seed 
 
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����W�K���D�W�������������D�P 
 Lydia Circle 
 
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����W�K���%�D�N�H���6�D�O�H 
 �%�D�Q�N���R�I���%�U�R�G�K�H�D�G 
 ���������D�P-���������S�P 
 
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������W�K���D�W�����������D�P 
 Sewing Circle 
 
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������W�K���D�W�������������D�P�� 
 UMW Meeting �D�W���)�L�E�¶�V 
 
 
 

UMW 

Wanted Bakers! 
UMW is having a Bake Sale on December 7th from 8:30am to 4:00pm at the Bank 
of Brodhead. Sooo�«��if you could, help us out by donating baked goods. We need 
cookies, holiday breads, and candy. Please bring them to the church by 10:00am on 
Thursday, December 6th. Thank you for your help with this project!! 
 
It�¶s Christmas Time!! 
On December 13th at 11:30am the UMW will meet for a Holiday luncheon at Fibs. 
Please bring a canned good and $1.00 gift wrapped. Do join us for some Christmas 
fellowship and fun!!  

Mustard Seed 

Mustard Seed will not meet for study in December. We will meet after service the 
first Sunday of December to assemble the gift bags for Project 16:49.  This is a 
great time to share where we can and provide for homeless high school girls.   
Mustard Seed has been able to provide these gift bags for several years. Project 
16:49 stands for the amount of time there is between when the school day ends and 
the next school day starts. The girls stay in a home during this time so we try to  
provide personal items, treats, school supplies, and cozy blankets.  We will resume 
study in January.  

 

Lydia Circle will have its Christmas celebration at the Sand Burr on Tuesday,  
December 4th.  We will meet there at 11:30 am...and should you like a ride, call 
Mary at 897-2399. Our next gathering will be on Tuesday, March 5th, at Winona�¶s 
home with Janice leading our discussion of chapter 8 of Life from the UpSide by  
J. Ellsworth Kalas. You are most sincerely invited to join us! 
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Brother Nathan and David Culross have written �µLove Casts Out Fear�´����the story of an 
unthinkable attack on Nathan�¶s father, a Christian pastor in a Muslim majority country. 
Through Nathan�¶s experiences, we will see firsthand the joys and difficulties Christians 
face in the persecuted Middle Eastern church�«��and marvel at God�¶s ability to change 
hearts and care for those who follow the call. 

Winona Walters will host our discussion at her home at 7pm on January 10th. A copy of 
this book is available on the counter in the Adult Ed classroom next to the Christian Ed 
office�«��and at our library. You will bet credit for reading this book if you let us know, 
but you are also invited to join us for a lively discussion and yummy snacks. 
 

Read It and Reap- �³Love Casts Out Fears�  ́

Sewing Circle 
The Sewing Circle will be culminating a year of tying quilts.  We will take them to 
the local nursing homes for them to give to their residents.  We have enjoyed our 
time together with busy hands, sharing of time, stories, and basically getting to 
know each other better.  We welcome anyone that would like to join us on the  
second Tuesday of every month at 9:00 a.m.  We'll enjoy some coffee, juice and 
cookies this month.  Come join us.  


