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Praise, Praise, Praise 

June 7, 2015 

 

I was raised by a proper, no elbows on the table, say please and thank you, watch your 

language, kind of a mother. So I often open doors for people going into a store, but only 

to be passed by like I wasn’t even standing there. Rarely does a word of thanks come 

from their lips. I don’t open doors just so people can say "thank you." I open them to be 

polite, which is something my mother tried to teach me to be and to do. And most of you 

were taught the same. 

 

Rev. Steve Shepherd remarks, “Where have our manners gone? I think in some cases 

they’ve gone out the window, so to speak. Don’t people ever say "thank you" anymore? 

And how about "please," "You’re welcome," and even "God bless you."” 

 

Here is what an ABC News 20/20 survey discovered about rudeness or rude behavior in 

America. This survey is what Americans are saying about various forms of bad behavior in 

others. Here is what Americans say bothers them:  

 

Making Annoying Cell Phone Calls 87%  

Being Rude and Disrespectful 84%  

Using Curse words and Bad Language 80%  

Using Crude slang Like B.S. 77%  

Using Cell phones in Mid-Conversation 74% 

 

This survey is saying that about 80 percent of the time people are seeing these various 

forms of bad behavior or rudeness. 

 

Not only are we guilty of rudeness toward other people, but also toward God! How so? 

By failing to slow down and acknowledge Him daily. By failing to show proper gratitude. 

By failing to say "thank you" and give God praise. If anyone ever deserved respect and 

gratitude, it’s our God!  

 

If we ever felt insulted by people’s rudeness, how do you think God must feel about our 

rudeness and ingratitude toward Him? Let’s think about the courtesy, the praise, the 

worship, etc. that we owe our Creator, God and Father. Can we ever praise Him enough? 

I don’t think so. 

 

Our scripture for today is about just that, being thankful to God. “I give you thanks, O 

Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.”  Psalm 96 tells us, 

“sing to the Lord, bless his name… For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praise!” 
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We have so much to praise God for. For example, how amazing is this earth?! 

 

- On a clear night, the human eye can see between 2,000 and 3,000 stars in the sky. 

- The Amazon rain forest supplies one-fifth of the world’s oxygen! 

- Hummingbirds consume half of their weight in food daily. 

- Polar Bears are capable of jumping as high as 6 feet and can run as fast as 25 mph.  

- A cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime. 

- A woodpecker can peck 20 times per second. 

- Dragonflies are one of the fastest insects, flying 50 to 60 mph.  

- Fleas can jump 130 times higher than their own height. In human terms this is equal to a 

6ft. person jumping 780 ft. into the air. 

 

Where is God’s majesty seen? Everywhere! In nature, the starry universe, plant and 

animal life, the human body! The author Brennan Manning wrote: “Creation discloses a 

power that baffles our minds. We are enamored and enchanted by God’s power. We 

tremble before God’s majesty." 

 

"O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” We should say ‘Thank 

you, Lord, for your majesty!’ Praise God for your mighty works in nature. 

 

Then there’s our solar system. The planets are: Mercury, Venus, Earth with our moon, 

Mars, an asteroid belt, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

 

Now a question – where are all the “big planets?” They are further away from the sun 

than we are. Now, that alone is peculiar, because in other solar systems, the big planets 

are often much closer to their star than ours is. So why would God plant these huge 

planets farther away from the sun than we are. 

 

First is so that they don’t block the sun from us. And second is protection. Scientists 

spend hours upon hours worrying that some interplanetary comet, asteroid or meteor is 

going to crash into our planet destroying all life as we know it. But over the centuries that 

type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 

extra terrestrial debris that would head toward our planet would have to get past those 

four huge planets. 

 

So a meteor would have to past those planets… and that vast asteroid belt … and then 

the moon. 

 

Have you ever seen the moon through a telescope? What do you see on that moon? 
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(Craters) How did those craters get on the moon? (Meteors/ asteroids) If anything got 

past those huge planets and the asteroid belt not much would get past our moon.  

 

But if anything did… Well, have you ever seen a “shooting star”?  Do you know what a 

shooting star is? Those “stars” are really interplanetary rocks that literally burn up 

entering our atmosphere. As a result, very few large objects from outer space have ever 

made it to our earth. 

 

Isn’t that amazing? So why should we praise God? Why do we praise God? 

We have so much to be grateful for… do we not? Our family and friends, our health, our 

very lives, our houses, and cars, and air conditioning, this church, this organ, a sound 

system… 

 

I am thankful for all of you. I am thankful for my wonderful husband. I am thankful for my 

dog Mila; even though she can be absolutely hyper and crazy, she is so full of love. And I 

am thankful for my dog Remi; even though he chews my shoes, he is teaching me 

patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 

 

Praise God for your mighty work in our lives. 

 

In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 

Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 

The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 

 

Eucharist/Communion is praise. It means we should do Communion with Joy! With 

Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 

God’s great abundance and grace! 

 

We should praise God continually. We are called by the Psalmist to remember to praise. 

To praise. To remember. To Praise, Praise, Praise. Amen. 
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planets farther away from the sun than we are. 

 

First is so that they don’t block the sun from us. And second is protection. Scientists 

spend hours upon hours worrying that some interplanetary comet, asteroid or meteor is 

going to crash into our planet destroying all life as we know it. But over the centuries that 

type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 

extra terrestrial debris that would head toward our planet would have to get past those 

four huge planets. 

 

So a meteor would have to past those planets… and that vast asteroid belt … and then 

the moon. 

 

Have you ever seen the moon through a telescope? What do you see on that moon? 



3 

(Craters) How did those craters get on the moon? (Meteors/ asteroids) If anything got 

past those huge planets and the asteroid belt not much would get past our moon.  

 

But if anything did… Well, have you ever seen a “shooting star”?  Do you know what a 

shooting star is? Those “stars” are really interplanetary rocks that literally burn up 

entering our atmosphere. As a result, very few large objects from outer space have ever 

made it to our earth. 

 

Isn’t that amazing? So why should we praise God? Why do we praise God? 

We have so much to be grateful for… do we not? Our family and friends, our health, our 

very lives, our houses, and cars, and air conditioning, this church, this organ, a sound 

system… 

 

I am thankful for all of you. I am thankful for my wonderful husband. I am thankful for my 

dog Mila; even though she can be absolutely hyper and crazy, she is so full of love. And I 

am thankful for my dog Remi; even though he chews my shoes, he is teaching me 

patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 

 

Praise God for your mighty work in our lives. 

 

In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 

Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 

The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 

 

Eucharist/Communion is praise. It means we should do Communion with Joy! With 

Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 

God’s great abundance and grace! 

 

We should praise God continually. We are called by the Psalmist to remember to praise. 

To praise. To remember. To Praise, Praise, Praise. Amen. 
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Praise, Praise, Praise 

June 7, 2015 

 

I was raised by a proper, no elbows on the table, say please and thank you, watch your 

language, kind of a mother. So I often open doors for people going into a store, but only 

to be passed by like I wasn’t even standing there. Rarely does a word of thanks come 

from their lips. I don’t open doors just so people can say "thank you." I open them to be 

polite, which is something my mother tried to teach me to be and to do. And most of you 

were taught the same. 

 

Rev. Steve Shepherd remarks, “Where have our manners gone? I think in some cases 

they’ve gone out the window, so to speak. Don’t people ever say "thank you" anymore? 

And how about "please," "You’re welcome," and even "God bless you."” 

 

Here is what an ABC News 20/20 survey discovered about rudeness or rude behavior in 

America. This survey is what Americans are saying about various forms of bad behavior in 

others. Here is what Americans say bothers them:  

 

Making Annoying Cell Phone Calls 87%  

Being Rude and Disrespectful 84%  

Using Curse words and Bad Language 80%  

Using Crude slang Like B.S. 77%  

Using Cell phones in Mid-Conversation 74% 

 

This survey is saying that about 80 percent of the time people are seeing these various 

forms of bad behavior or rudeness. 

 

Not only are we guilty of rudeness toward other people, but also toward God! How so? 

By failing to slow down and acknowledge Him daily. By failing to show proper gratitude. 

By failing to say "thank you" and give God praise. If anyone ever deserved respect and 

gratitude, it’s our God!  

 

If we ever felt insulted by people’s rudeness, how do you think God must feel about our 

rudeness and ingratitude toward Him? Let’s think about the courtesy, the praise, the 

worship, etc. that we owe our Creator, God and Father. Can we ever praise Him enough? 

I don’t think so. 

 

Our scripture for today is about just that, being thankful to God. “I give you thanks, O 

Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.”  Psalm 96 tells us, 

“sing to the Lord, bless his name… For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praise!” 
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We have so much to praise God for. For example, how amazing is this earth?! 

 

- On a clear night, the human eye can see between 2,000 and 3,000 stars in the sky. 

- The Amazon rain forest supplies one-fifth of the world’s oxygen! 

- Hummingbirds consume half of their weight in food daily. 

- Polar Bears are capable of jumping as high as 6 feet and can run as fast as 25 mph.  

- A cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime. 

- A woodpecker can peck 20 times per second. 

- Dragonflies are one of the fastest insects, flying 50 to 60 mph.  

- Fleas can jump 130 times higher than their own height. In human terms this is equal to a 

6ft. person jumping 780 ft. into the air. 

 

Where is God’s majesty seen? Everywhere! In nature, the starry universe, plant and 

animal life, the human body! The author Brennan Manning wrote: “Creation discloses a 

power that baffles our minds. We are enamored and enchanted by God’s power. We 

tremble before God’s majesty." 

 

"O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” We should say ‘Thank 

you, Lord, for your majesty!’ Praise God for your mighty works in nature. 

 

Then there’s our solar system. The planets are: Mercury, Venus, Earth with our moon, 

Mars, an asteroid belt, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

 

Now a question – where are all the “big planets?” They are further away from the sun 

than we are. Now, that alone is peculiar, because in other solar systems, the big planets 

are often much closer to their star than ours is. So why would God plant these huge 

planets farther away from the sun than we are. 

 

First is so that they don’t block the sun from us. And second is protection. Scientists 

spend hours upon hours worrying that some interplanetary comet, asteroid or meteor is 

going to crash into our planet destroying all life as we know it. But over the centuries that 

type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 

extra terrestrial debris that would head toward our planet would have to get past those 

four huge planets. 

 

So a meteor would have to past those planets… and that vast asteroid belt … and then 

the moon. 

 

Have you ever seen the moon through a telescope? What do you see on that moon? 
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patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 

 

Praise God for your mighty work in our lives. 

 

In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 

Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 

The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 
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(Craters) How did those craters get on the moon? (Meteors/ asteroids) If anything got 

past those huge planets and the asteroid belt not much would get past our moon.  

 

But if anything did… Well, have you ever seen a “shooting star”?  Do you know what a 

shooting star is? Those “stars” are really interplanetary rocks that literally burn up 

entering our atmosphere. As a result, very few large objects from outer space have ever 
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Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 
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when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
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Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 

God’s great abundance and grace! 
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were taught the same. 

 

Rev. Steve Shepherd remarks, “Where have our manners gone? I think in some cases 

they’ve gone out the window, so to speak. Don’t people ever say "thank you" anymore? 

And how about "please," "You’re welcome," and even "God bless you."” 

 

Here is what an ABC News 20/20 survey discovered about rudeness or rude behavior in 

America. This survey is what Americans are saying about various forms of bad behavior in 

others. Here is what Americans say bothers them:  

 

Making Annoying Cell Phone Calls 87%  

Being Rude and Disrespectful 84%  

Using Curse words and Bad Language 80%  

Using Crude slang Like B.S. 77%  

Using Cell phones in Mid-Conversation 74% 

 

This survey is saying that about 80 percent of the time people are seeing these various 

forms of bad behavior or rudeness. 

 

Not only are we guilty of rudeness toward other people, but also toward God! How so? 

By failing to slow down and acknowledge Him daily. By failing to show proper gratitude. 

By failing to say "thank you" and give God praise. If anyone ever deserved respect and 

gratitude, it’s our God!  

 

If we ever felt insulted by people’s rudeness, how do you think God must feel about our 

rudeness and ingratitude toward Him? Let’s think about the courtesy, the praise, the 

worship, etc. that we owe our Creator, God and Father. Can we ever praise Him enough? 

I don’t think so. 

 

Our scripture for today is about just that, being thankful to God. “I give you thanks, O 

Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.”  Psalm 96 tells us, 

“sing to the Lord, bless his name… For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praise!” 
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We have so much to praise God for. For example, how amazing is this earth?! 

 

- On a clear night, the human eye can see between 2,000 and 3,000 stars in the sky. 

- The Amazon rain forest supplies one-fifth of the world’s oxygen! 

- Hummingbirds consume half of their weight in food daily. 

- Polar Bears are capable of jumping as high as 6 feet and can run as fast as 25 mph.  

- A cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime. 

- A woodpecker can peck 20 times per second. 

- Dragonflies are one of the fastest insects, flying 50 to 60 mph.  

- Fleas can jump 130 times higher than their own height. In human terms this is equal to a 

6ft. person jumping 780 ft. into the air. 

 

Where is God’s majesty seen? Everywhere! In nature, the starry universe, plant and 

animal life, the human body! The author Brennan Manning wrote: “Creation discloses a 

power that baffles our minds. We are enamored and enchanted by God’s power. We 

tremble before God’s majesty." 

 

"O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” We should say ‘Thank 

you, Lord, for your majesty!’ Praise God for your mighty works in nature. 

 

Then there’s our solar system. The planets are: Mercury, Venus, Earth with our moon, 

Mars, an asteroid belt, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

 

Now a question – where are all the “big planets?” They are further away from the sun 

than we are. Now, that alone is peculiar, because in other solar systems, the big planets 

are often much closer to their star than ours is. So why would God plant these huge 

planets farther away from the sun than we are. 

 

First is so that they don’t block the sun from us. And second is protection. Scientists 

spend hours upon hours worrying that some interplanetary comet, asteroid or meteor is 

going to crash into our planet destroying all life as we know it. But over the centuries that 

type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 

extra terrestrial debris that would head toward our planet would have to get past those 

four huge planets. 

 

So a meteor would have to past those planets… and that vast asteroid belt … and then 

the moon. 

 

Have you ever seen the moon through a telescope? What do you see on that moon? 
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(Craters) How did those craters get on the moon? (Meteors/ asteroids) If anything got 

past those huge planets and the asteroid belt not much would get past our moon.  

 

But if anything did… Well, have you ever seen a “shooting star”?  Do you know what a 

shooting star is? Those “stars” are really interplanetary rocks that literally burn up 

entering our atmosphere. As a result, very few large objects from outer space have ever 

made it to our earth. 

 

Isn’t that amazing? So why should we praise God? Why do we praise God? 

We have so much to be grateful for… do we not? Our family and friends, our health, our 

very lives, our houses, and cars, and air conditioning, this church, this organ, a sound 

system… 

 

I am thankful for all of you. I am thankful for my wonderful husband. I am thankful for my 

dog Mila; even though she can be absolutely hyper and crazy, she is so full of love. And I 

am thankful for my dog Remi; even though he chews my shoes, he is teaching me 

patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 

 

Praise God for your mighty work in our lives. 

 

In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 

Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 

The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 

 

Eucharist/Communion is praise. It means we should do Communion with Joy! With 

Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 

God’s great abundance and grace! 

 

We should praise God continually. We are called by the Psalmist to remember to praise. 

To praise. To remember. To Praise, Praise, Praise. Amen. 
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planets farther away from the sun than we are. 

 

First is so that they don’t block the sun from us. And second is protection. Scientists 

spend hours upon hours worrying that some interplanetary comet, asteroid or meteor is 

going to crash into our planet destroying all life as we know it. But over the centuries that 

type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 

extra terrestrial debris that would head toward our planet would have to get past those 

four huge planets. 

 

So a meteor would have to past those planets… and that vast asteroid belt … and then 

the moon. 

 

Have you ever seen the moon through a telescope? What do you see on that moon? 



3 

(Craters) How did those craters get on the moon? (Meteors/ asteroids) If anything got 

past those huge planets and the asteroid belt not much would get past our moon.  

 

But if anything did… Well, have you ever seen a “shooting star”?  Do you know what a 

shooting star is? Those “stars” are really interplanetary rocks that literally burn up 

entering our atmosphere. As a result, very few large objects from outer space have ever 

made it to our earth. 

 

Isn’t that amazing? So why should we praise God? Why do we praise God? 

We have so much to be grateful for… do we not? Our family and friends, our health, our 

very lives, our houses, and cars, and air conditioning, this church, this organ, a sound 

system… 

 

I am thankful for all of you. I am thankful for my wonderful husband. I am thankful for my 

dog Mila; even though she can be absolutely hyper and crazy, she is so full of love. And I 

am thankful for my dog Remi; even though he chews my shoes, he is teaching me 

patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 

 

Praise God for your mighty work in our lives. 

 

In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 

Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 

The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 

 

Eucharist/Communion is praise. It means we should do Communion with Joy! With 

Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 

God’s great abundance and grace! 

 

We should praise God continually. We are called by the Psalmist to remember to praise. 

To praise. To remember. To Praise, Praise, Praise. Amen. 
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Praise, Praise, Praise 

June 7, 2015 

 

I was raised by a proper, no elbows on the table, say please and thank you, watch your 

language, kind of a mother. So I often open doors for people going into a store, but only 

to be passed by like I wasn’t even standing there. Rarely does a word of thanks come 

from their lips. I don’t open doors just so people can say "thank you." I open them to be 

polite, which is something my mother tried to teach me to be and to do. And most of you 

were taught the same. 

 

Rev. Steve Shepherd remarks, “Where have our manners gone? I think in some cases 

they’ve gone out the window, so to speak. Don’t people ever say "thank you" anymore? 

And how about "please," "You’re welcome," and even "God bless you."” 

 

Here is what an ABC News 20/20 survey discovered about rudeness or rude behavior in 

America. This survey is what Americans are saying about various forms of bad behavior in 

others. Here is what Americans say bothers them:  

 

Making Annoying Cell Phone Calls 87%  

Being Rude and Disrespectful 84%  

Using Curse words and Bad Language 80%  

Using Crude slang Like B.S. 77%  

Using Cell phones in Mid-Conversation 74% 

 

This survey is saying that about 80 percent of the time people are seeing these various 

forms of bad behavior or rudeness. 

 

Not only are we guilty of rudeness toward other people, but also toward God! How so? 

By failing to slow down and acknowledge Him daily. By failing to show proper gratitude. 

By failing to say "thank you" and give God praise. If anyone ever deserved respect and 

gratitude, it’s our God!  

 

If we ever felt insulted by people’s rudeness, how do you think God must feel about our 

rudeness and ingratitude toward Him? Let’s think about the courtesy, the praise, the 

worship, etc. that we owe our Creator, God and Father. Can we ever praise Him enough? 

I don’t think so. 

 

Our scripture for today is about just that, being thankful to God. “I give you thanks, O 

Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.”  Psalm 96 tells us, 

“sing to the Lord, bless his name… For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praise!” 
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We have so much to praise God for. For example, how amazing is this earth?! 

 

- On a clear night, the human eye can see between 2,000 and 3,000 stars in the sky. 

- The Amazon rain forest supplies one-fifth of the world’s oxygen! 

- Hummingbirds consume half of their weight in food daily. 

- Polar Bears are capable of jumping as high as 6 feet and can run as fast as 25 mph.  

- A cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime. 

- A woodpecker can peck 20 times per second. 

- Dragonflies are one of the fastest insects, flying 50 to 60 mph.  

- Fleas can jump 130 times higher than their own height. In human terms this is equal to a 

6ft. person jumping 780 ft. into the air. 

 

Where is God’s majesty seen? Everywhere! In nature, the starry universe, plant and 

animal life, the human body! The author Brennan Manning wrote: “Creation discloses a 

power that baffles our minds. We are enamored and enchanted by God’s power. We 

tremble before God’s majesty." 

 

"O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” We should say ‘Thank 

you, Lord, for your majesty!’ Praise God for your mighty works in nature. 

 

Then there’s our solar system. The planets are: Mercury, Venus, Earth with our moon, 

Mars, an asteroid belt, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

 

Now a question – where are all the “big planets?” They are further away from the sun 

than we are. Now, that alone is peculiar, because in other solar systems, the big planets 

are often much closer to their star than ours is. So why would God plant these huge 

planets farther away from the sun than we are. 

 

First is so that they don’t block the sun from us. And second is protection. Scientists 

spend hours upon hours worrying that some interplanetary comet, asteroid or meteor is 

going to crash into our planet destroying all life as we know it. But over the centuries that 

type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 

extra terrestrial debris that would head toward our planet would have to get past those 

four huge planets. 

 

So a meteor would have to past those planets… and that vast asteroid belt … and then 

the moon. 

 

Have you ever seen the moon through a telescope? What do you see on that moon? 
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patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 

 

Praise God for your mighty work in our lives. 

 

In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 

Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 

The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 

 

Eucharist/Communion is praise. It means we should do Communion with Joy! With 

Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 
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type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 
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four huge planets. 
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(Craters) How did those craters get on the moon? (Meteors/ asteroids) If anything got 

past those huge planets and the asteroid belt not much would get past our moon.  

 

But if anything did… Well, have you ever seen a “shooting star”?  Do you know what a 

shooting star is? Those “stars” are really interplanetary rocks that literally burn up 

entering our atmosphere. As a result, very few large objects from outer space have ever 

made it to our earth. 
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dog Mila; even though she can be absolutely hyper and crazy, she is so full of love. And I 
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patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 
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In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 
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The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 

 

Eucharist/Communion is praise. It means we should do Communion with Joy! With 

Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 

God’s great abundance and grace! 

 

We should praise God continually. We are called by the Psalmist to remember to praise. 
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were taught the same. 

 

Rev. Steve Shepherd remarks, “Where have our manners gone? I think in some cases 

they’ve gone out the window, so to speak. Don’t people ever say "thank you" anymore? 

And how about "please," "You’re welcome," and even "God bless you."” 

 

Here is what an ABC News 20/20 survey discovered about rudeness or rude behavior in 

America. This survey is what Americans are saying about various forms of bad behavior in 

others. Here is what Americans say bothers them:  

 

Making Annoying Cell Phone Calls 87%  

Being Rude and Disrespectful 84%  

Using Curse words and Bad Language 80%  

Using Crude slang Like B.S. 77%  

Using Cell phones in Mid-Conversation 74% 

 

This survey is saying that about 80 percent of the time people are seeing these various 

forms of bad behavior or rudeness. 

 

Not only are we guilty of rudeness toward other people, but also toward God! How so? 

By failing to slow down and acknowledge Him daily. By failing to show proper gratitude. 

By failing to say "thank you" and give God praise. If anyone ever deserved respect and 

gratitude, it’s our God!  

 

If we ever felt insulted by people’s rudeness, how do you think God must feel about our 

rudeness and ingratitude toward Him? Let’s think about the courtesy, the praise, the 

worship, etc. that we owe our Creator, God and Father. Can we ever praise Him enough? 

I don’t think so. 

 

Our scripture for today is about just that, being thankful to God. “I give you thanks, O 

Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.”  Psalm 96 tells us, 

“sing to the Lord, bless his name… For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praise!” 
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We have so much to praise God for. For example, how amazing is this earth?! 

 

- On a clear night, the human eye can see between 2,000 and 3,000 stars in the sky. 

- The Amazon rain forest supplies one-fifth of the world’s oxygen! 

- Hummingbirds consume half of their weight in food daily. 

- Polar Bears are capable of jumping as high as 6 feet and can run as fast as 25 mph.  

- A cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime. 

- A woodpecker can peck 20 times per second. 

- Dragonflies are one of the fastest insects, flying 50 to 60 mph.  

- Fleas can jump 130 times higher than their own height. In human terms this is equal to a 

6ft. person jumping 780 ft. into the air. 

 

Where is God’s majesty seen? Everywhere! In nature, the starry universe, plant and 

animal life, the human body! The author Brennan Manning wrote: “Creation discloses a 

power that baffles our minds. We are enamored and enchanted by God’s power. We 

tremble before God’s majesty." 

 

"O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” We should say ‘Thank 

you, Lord, for your majesty!’ Praise God for your mighty works in nature. 

 

Then there’s our solar system. The planets are: Mercury, Venus, Earth with our moon, 

Mars, an asteroid belt, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

 

Now a question – where are all the “big planets?” They are further away from the sun 

than we are. Now, that alone is peculiar, because in other solar systems, the big planets 

are often much closer to their star than ours is. So why would God plant these huge 

planets farther away from the sun than we are. 

 

First is so that they don’t block the sun from us. And second is protection. Scientists 

spend hours upon hours worrying that some interplanetary comet, asteroid or meteor is 

going to crash into our planet destroying all life as we know it. But over the centuries that 

type of collision has rarely happened. Why is that? It’s because of those big planets. Any 

extra terrestrial debris that would head toward our planet would have to get past those 

four huge planets. 

 

So a meteor would have to past those planets… and that vast asteroid belt … and then 

the moon. 

 

Have you ever seen the moon through a telescope? What do you see on that moon? 
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(Craters) How did those craters get on the moon? (Meteors/ asteroids) If anything got 

past those huge planets and the asteroid belt not much would get past our moon.  

 

But if anything did… Well, have you ever seen a “shooting star”?  Do you know what a 

shooting star is? Those “stars” are really interplanetary rocks that literally burn up 

entering our atmosphere. As a result, very few large objects from outer space have ever 

made it to our earth. 

 

Isn’t that amazing? So why should we praise God? Why do we praise God? 

We have so much to be grateful for… do we not? Our family and friends, our health, our 

very lives, our houses, and cars, and air conditioning, this church, this organ, a sound 

system… 

 

I am thankful for all of you. I am thankful for my wonderful husband. I am thankful for my 

dog Mila; even though she can be absolutely hyper and crazy, she is so full of love. And I 

am thankful for my dog Remi; even though he chews my shoes, he is teaching me 

patience. I am thankful for my family; even though they drive me crazy at times, they 

remind me that I am not in it alone. What are you thankful for??? ?? 

 

Praise God for your mighty work in our lives. 

 

In a few moments we will participate in Communion. Communion is a form of praise. 

Another word for Communion is Eucharist. It is a Greek noun meaning "thanksgiving". 

The related verb is found in New Testament texts concerning the Last Supper, including 

the earliest (1 Cor. 11:23-24):  

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

"This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me". 

 

Eucharist/Communion is praise. It means we should do Communion with Joy! With 

Thanksgiving! With Praise! Yes, Communion is a sacred act. It is also a celebration of 

God’s great abundance and grace! 

 

We should praise God continually. We are called by the Psalmist to remember to praise. 

To praise. To remember. To Praise, Praise, Praise. Amen. 
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