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Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 
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to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 
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Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 
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I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 
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these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 
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The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 
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Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 
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Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 
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I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 
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Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 



05-31-15 

Graduation Sunday 

 

I will begin today by telling you a story. This is the story about when I went off to college. First you 

must understand that I was raised in a “good Christian household.” I went to church every Sunday, 

and a few times a week it seemed. I was also involved in various church groups. But then I graduated 

from High school.  

 

The day I moved into my dorm room at the University of Wisconsin Madison, my family and I went to 

church at University UMC. It happened to be the closest Methodist church to campus. My parents 

told me that this would be my new church.  The next Sunday, I decided to sleep in! No less than one 

hour after church got out, my mother called. She said that three people had called and asked where I 

was! As you can imagine, I never skipped church again.  

 

When I was in your shoes… you graduating seniors, I was thinking it was the end. The end of high 

school, the end of a close relationship with my parents, the end of the free food, and possibly the end 

of having (being made) to go to church. Well, guess what, the end, is rarely the end! 

 

When I think of that statement… the end is rarely the end… I think of the Bible. Specifically, I think 

about Bible characters who had at one point thought that it was “the end.” Let’s look at some of 

these characters. 

 

I want to begin with a person in the Bible that most of us already know. That person is Job. How many 

of you know the story of Job? 

 

The Book of Job begins with an introduction to Job's character—he is described as a blessed man who 

lived righteously in the Land of Uz. Job had a good life. He had a wife and children, wealth and power, 

and land. Then, he lost his goods and his children in only one day. He was rejected by his friends and 

wife. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a serious skin illness. Things were not looking good 

for poor Job. I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Job. 

 

Our story continues. In Job 19 it says, “Even when he didn’t understand what was going on, he bore 

that trial with patience. Job knew that God is merciful and righteous, so he never lost his faith in 

Him.” In the end, Job’s health was restored. He overcame his trials, his faith increased, he understood 

God better and his ending condition was better than his original one (where he started). 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Who else can we talk about who overcame adversity? 

 

How about Joseph. You may remember Joseph because of his technicolored dream coat. Or maybe 

you remember him being an advisor to a king. Or how about the story where his brothers came to 

him because there was famine in the land and Joseph sent them home with food? 

 



But poor Joseph had to overcome somethings before all of that could happen. Let’s being at the 

beginning. The Book of Genesis tells us that Joseph was the 11th of Jacob's 12 sons and Rachel's 

firstborn. Rachel loves Joseph and soon he becomes a favorite of Jacob as well. As you can imagine, if 

you are your father’s favorite and you have 10 older brothers… the brothers became very jealous of 

him. So they begin to scheme.  

 

Most of the brothers wanted to kill him, with the exception of Reuben who suggested to have Joseph 

thrown into an empty well. Upon imprisoning Joseph, the brothers saw a camel caravan carrying 

spices and perfumes to Egypt, and sold Joseph to these merchants. Thereafter the guilty brothers 

painted goat's blood on Joseph's coat and showed it to Jacob, who believed Joseph was dead. 

 

Now I understand sibling rivalry. I have older siblings. And yes, there are times that I think that my 

parents like them more than me. But I would not plot to kill them! Buy their children drums, yes, but 

not kill them! 

 

I am sure that he thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Joseph. 

 

Ultimately, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh's guard. Later, Joseph became 

Potiphar's personal servant, and subsequently his household's superintendent. Then the pharaoh 

began to have strange dreams that Joseph interpreted for him. Following the prediction, Joseph 

became Vizier… highest official in Ancient Egypt to serve the king, or pharaoh. 

 

Joseph completely surrender to God and took the firm decision of serving Him whatever happened. 

He placed God in the first place. As a result, he overcame his trials, he learnt to forgive those who 

harmed him and he understood how God used him to benefit His people. 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

Another Bible character who overcame adversity was Naomi and Ruth. You may remember them 

from the short Old Testament book of Ruth. 

 

Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons lived in Moab because there was more food there than 

in their homeland. After a while Elimelech and the two sons died. Naomi told her daughters-in-law 

that she was going to go back to where she used to live and that they should also go back to their 

families where they used to live. So Orpah left to go back to her family. But no matter what Naomi 

said to Ruth, Ruth would not leave. "Don't ask me to leave. Where you go I will go, and where you 

stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God." So Ruth and Naomi 

returned to Bethlehem together. Naomi was welcomed home, but Ruth, a Moabite, was ostracized. 

The Jews in that city disliked anyone foreigner. In addition to being dislike, in those days, two women 

together, without any men, cannot work. They have no way to support themselves. 

 

I am sure that Ruth (and Naomi) thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t 

you think this might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Ruth. 

 



It was harvest time, and there was a law that children, women, and orphans were allowed to work in 

the fields following behind the harvesters and picked up any barley that they had dropped. 

 

The owner of the field came by to greet the harvesters and noticed the beautiful Ruth in the field. He 

asked one of the harvesters who she was. He was told that she came back from Moab with Naomi. 

Lucky for Ruth the owner of the field was Boaz, he was a kind man who believed in God. He had also 

been related to Elimelech (Naomi's husband that died). 

 

So in the end, Ruth married Boaz. Ruth and Naomi were taken care of and protected. Not only that, 

but if you look up the genealogy of Jesus in the book of Matthew, you will find Ruth and Boaz’s 

names listed! 

 

The end is rarely the end. 

 

 

Let’s move on to our last story of adversity. That of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This is a story about a King and three brave men, all with really strange names. The king's name is 

Nebuchadnezzar and the three men were known as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They lived in 

a place called Babylon and the three men worked for the king and had important jobs. 

 

One day the king decided to build a huge image made of gold that stood 90 feet high. King 

Nebuchadnezzar then made an announcement. "People of all languages, when you hear the music, 

you must bow down and worship the statue because I have said so. Whoever does not obey and 

worship the statue will immediately be thrown into a fiery furnace." 

 

So the next time the music played everyone stopped what they were doing and they bowed down to 

worship this idol.  Everyone that is, except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Some of the king's 

workers (those who were jealous that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had such good jobs) saw 

that they would not bow down to the image, so they immediately ran to tell the king. 

 

When king Nebuchadnezzar heard the news he was very angry. He immediately ordered that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought to him to explain their actions. The king said to them, 

"Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you will not bow down and worship the image of 

gold that I have made? Just in case there was a mistake I will give you another chance. When the 

music plays again you will be ready and bow down to the image, and if you don't this time you will be 

thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god will be able to save you?" 

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego looked at each other and replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we did not make a mistake nor will we apologize for not bowing down. If we are thrown into the 

furnace, the God we worship will save us, and he will rescue us. But even if he doesn't, we want you 

to know, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 

That made Nebuchadnezzar even madder. Right away he ordered the furnace to be heated way 

hotter than it usually was. Then soldiers threw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire. 

 



I am sure that they thought that this was the end. If you were in this position, wouldn’t you think this 

might be the end? BUT God had other plans for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

Since this is a sermon about overcoming adversity, I bet you can guess that it all turns out ok. The 

story continues when King Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace and asked his advisors, "Weren't 

there only three men thrown into the fire?" They replied, "O, yes king." He said, "Look! I see four men 

walking around in the fire, untied and unhurt, and the fourth looks like some kind of angel!" 

Nebuchadnezzar then came as close as he could to the furnace and shouted in the doorway, 

"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, follower of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So the 

three men walked out of the furnace without any burns, no hairs on their head burned, all their 

clothes perfectly fine, and no smell of fire on them at all. 

 

The end is rarely the end.  

 

So graduates, why am I telling you all of this? Do I think you will head off to college and be struck with 

a serious skin condition, be sold into slavery, become a widow, or be thrown into a fiery furnace? No 

of course not. But I want to remind you, that the end is rarely the end.  

 

When you (any of you) face a challenge, remember, God is with you. When I used to stress about an 

exam, my mother would always say, “The same mind that wrote the test is taking the test.” Meaning 

that God is all around, with your teacher, with you, and with your families back home. We all will face 

adversity, which is just a part of life. Some challenges we will create for ourselves, others will be out 

of our control. But great news is that God walks with us! 

 

The end is rarely the end. This also pertains to church. You may be heading off to college thinking 

exactly what I was thinking, “I finally get to sleep in!” Guess what, just because you have graduated 

from high school, does not mean that you have graduated from church! God is not done with you yet! 

God has other plans for you! But you need to stick around to find out! Graduating from high school 

does not signal the end of church, just like when confirmation didn’t indicate the end of church. The 

end is rarely the end. God is not done with you yet! God has other plans for you! Amen. 


