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LESSON 6 – MOSES  
Text: Exodus 2 
Exodus 2:1-4 NLT 
The life of Moses is pretty interesting – he was born into slavery. His beginnings were not ideal – 
most parents start off with celebration at the birth of their child, but Moses was born at a time 
where pharaoh called for the death of male babies, because there was a prophecy that a deliverer 
would be born – who would bring the Israelites out of Egypt. 
So, the conditions were not ideal, there was great insecurity, it was a very uncomfortable time that 
felt very much out of control. And that’s why Moses’ parents did what they did – they set their baby 
in a floating crib, and hoped and prayed that baby would be safe. At this time, the baby wasn’t 
even known as Moses. 
Verse 5 onwards tells us that Pharaoh’s daughter went to that area to take a bath. She saw the 
baby uber, knew that it must have been one of the Hebrew babies, felt sorry for him, smart little 
sister Miriam asked pharaoh’s daughter if she needed help finding someone to nurse the baby, she 
said yes, and baby still not known as Moses was returned back to mom to be nursed, and mom got 
paid for it!  
10 

Later, when the boy was older, his mother brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted 
him as her own son. The princess named him Moses,

[a]
 for she explained, “I lifted him out of the 

water.”. I wonder how old he was? I wonder what they called him in the meantime? 
 

PROFILE OF MOSES 
Moses – meaning ‘I drew him out of the water’. (Exodus 2:10) 
Moses was a Hebrew. He was born to Jochebed and Amram, both from the tribe of Levi, when 
the children of Israel lived in Egypt as slaves. He was the youngest of three children, with a sister 
named Miriam and a brother named Aaron. 
Moses was a child of destiny. The Pharaoh was afraid of the Israelite slaves because there were 
so many of them and ordered all the boy babies to be killed. Moses mother protected him. “She 
saw that he was a special baby and kept him hidden for three months” (Exodus 2:2). 
Moses was a murderer. He grew up in the palace but knew he was a Hebrew. When Moses saw 
an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave the Bible says, “Looking this way and that and seeing no one, 
he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand” (Exodus 2:12). 
Moses was the first to do miracles. 
Moses was buried by God. God was with Moses to the very end, burying him in secret. Moses 
lived to be 120 years old and was completely healthy. “…his eyes were not weak, nor his strength 
gone” (Deuteronomy 34:7).  
 

I. IN MOSES, WE SEE WHAT GOD CAN DO THROUGH US 
 

 A. Moses had to confront his human weaknesses to fulfill the calling of God. 
  Do you know that the same mental block that was in Moses is the same mental block in  
  us? And just like Moses, when we start seeing that it’s never about us and our disabilities,  
  but it’s always been about God and His abilities – that’s when we start venturing out in  
  faith, in boldness, in adventure that God has designed for us! 

  1. Moses had insecurities. Moses complained that he was not eloquent enough to be 
   a leader. Acts 7:22 tells us that “Moses was educated in all the learning of the   
   Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds.” During this period, Egypt 
   led the ancient world in learning. As an adopted son of pharaoh’s daughter, Moses  
   would have been taught Egyptian dialects, hieroglyphics, non-Egyptian languages like  
   Akkadian because of trade negotiations, oral communication skills, public speaking,  
   math, musical disciplines, physical fitness, hand-to-hand combat, chariot driving,  
   archery, and many other skills. But here’s what Moses said: Exodus 4:10-12 (NIV) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%202&version=NLT#fen-NLT-1565a
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   Moses didn’t think he was good enough. Exodus 3:11 
   When Moses said he couldn’t do it, God didn’t disagree! 
   Your excuses or insecurities might be valid; but God validates His plan, not merely His 
   man! Or woman! If we think we are not good enough, we’re heading in the right  
   direction! It’s never been about our goodness, it’s always been about his!  
   It’s never been about how smart we are – it’s always been about the art of following  
   and leaning and trusting in Him, and obeying Him. 
  2. Moses was afraid. We know we deal with fear, but so did Moses. Pharaoh found out  
   what Moses had done and tried to kill him. Moses ran for his life. He lived out in the  
   desert of Midian for 40 years, became husband to Tharbis and Zipporah, and father to  
   Gershom & Eliezer. 

 3. Moses was a murderer and a failure when God called him. Exodus 2:11-12 
   Moses’ had one final excuse; “please, anyone but me!” Exodus 4:13    
   Moses had every right to be afraid. Archeology puts the pharaoh during Moses’ time to 
   be Amenhotep II, who was much younger than Moses. Amenhotep II had to preserve  
   his rightful place, and so in those days, siblings would go to the extent of sometimes  
   killing each other to gain the throne. So, when Moses killed the Egyptian and pharaoh, 
   found out about it – this was the perfect opportunity! 
   That’s why Moses fled into exile. That’s why when God wanted Moses to go back to  
   Egypt to set His people free, Moses made all those excuses! 
 

 B. In Moses, we see the qualities we need to develop. 
 1. Moses was a courageous leader. He didn’t start out courageous. To overcome Moses’ 
  fear, God recruited his brother Aaron to assist, promising to help them both. Moses  
  rose to the challenge. Despite this very real fear of the threat to his life, Moses chose  
  to obey God. God didn’t start Moses off by getting him to part the Red Sea. God  
  started Moses off by calling him, and Moses listened, and he went towards the sound  
  of God’s voice. Through the long story of the 10 plagues and Pharaoh’s opposition; he 
  led the Israelites out of Egypt. When trapped between the Pharaoh and the Red Sea,  
  Moses told the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance  
  the LORD will bring you today” (Exodus 14:13). The first act that God ever told Moses  
  to do was to take off your sandals, for where you are standing is, is Holy Ground.  
  Before God sent Moses off to Egypt, He first wanted to let Moses know that God is  
  holy! When we understand that God is holy, and the what we say, think and do is  
  always before His holiness – then the way we live our lives will be different from how  
  the world conducts itself. Rom 12:1-2 says don’t be like the world, but be transformed  
  by the renewing of our minds. That’s why God calls us, ‘Be holy, for I am holy!’  

   He also prophesied, “The Egyptians you see today you will never see again…”   
   (Exodus 14:13), and he was right. Moses led them through the Red Sea on dry ground 
   by the power of the God. That was just the beginning of Moses’ courageous   
   leadership. Moses was able to proclaim all those bold proclamations because he knew 
   about the holiness of God – nothing else can stand in His Presence! 

 2. Moses knew his God. The job God called Moses to do was full of difficulties and  
  challenges. Moses never hid his emotions and questions from God. They spent 40  
  days together on top of Mount Sinai and God gave Moses “…the two tablets of the  
  covenant law, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18). 

   Because he knew his God, he was passionate for God. That’s why he threw the 10  
   Commandments when he saw the people worship the golden calf – his heart was  
   jealous for God. 

 3. Moses possessed a thirst to know God deeper. Moses requested to see God’s glory.  
  He saw parts of God no one ever had before. Exodus 34:6-7 
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II. IN MOSES, WE SEE OUR MISSION 
 (Part of this section will be used for discussions.) 
 

 A. When God gives us a mission – He ensures that we will be successful. 
  When we embark on God’s mission – He empowers us to do it well. 

 1. He prepares us. (Discuss what God used to prepare Moses for the job.) 
  In Exod. 4, when Moses was still having doubts and asked God, ‘What if they don’t  
  believe me or listen to me? What if they say that God never appeared to me?’ God  
  asked him, ‘What’s in your hand?’ A shepherd’s staff. God would command Moses to  
  raise that staff each time a miracle would happen. The power was not in the staff, but  
  the power came from God. The power came because of obedience. 
  How does He prepare us – with the things that’s already part of our lives. He asks,  
  ‘What’s in your life?’ He can use both the good and bad experiences in our lives that  
  we’ve gone through, surrendered to Him to reach out and impact someone’s life for  
  now and for all eternity!  

  2. He protects us. God divinely protected Moses and Israel from Pharoah’s magicians  
   and Pharoah’s armies. God protected Israelites who painted their doorpost with the  
   blood of the lamb. (Discuss what believers need to do to come under God’s  
   protection.) God divinely protected Moses and the Israelites physically, so that He  
   could later address the more important issue - their relationship with Him.  

  God does protect us, but He sometimes allows us to go through trials and tribulations.  
  Why? To deepen our relationship with Him.  
  Just ask some of our church family who contracted Covid – it was rough for some, but  
  what did they ultimately say? God is good, I depended on Him, I grew closer to Him,  
  God is good. 
 3. He provides for us. God provided a means to escape Egypt. God provided a method  
  to navigate the wilderness. God provided a means to survive the harsh and arid  
  desert. God provides supernaturally when we abide. Sometimes in His grace, mercy  
  and lovingkindness, He also provides when we don’t abide – that’s really His mercy. 
  (Phil. 4:19) 
 4. He directs us. God always has a plan, even when it is not evident. 
  God is very specific in how He leads us. God’s timing is perfect. 

  5. He disciplines us. God loves us too much to leave us to our own destructive ways. 
  God disciplines us so we can be successful and fruitful. Prov. 3:11-12 NLT 
 

 B. What we need to fulfill the mission. 
 1. Faith. Hebrews 11:23-29. Acts of great faith are preceded by knees on the ground. 
 2. Obedience. Obedience is a test of faith. Obedience is faith in action! Obedience takes  
  you to the next level of the mission. Knees on the ground will lead to feet moving in  
  obedience. The love of God compels us! We can’t help but want to please God by  
  doing His Will! 
 3. Team members. Right team members make all the difference. (Aaron and Hur holding 
  up Moses’ hands in battle) 

   Wrong team members can create doubt and dissension in the camp. Someone once  
   said that you are the average of the five people that you hang around with the most.  
   Surround yourself with godly people who will encourage and guide you to grow in your 
   love for God – iron sharpens iron. 

 4. Boundaries. God sets boundaries for our good. The Ten Commandments are   
  boundaries. You heard me say before that the 10 Commandments are the Tender  
  Commandments – written to set loving boundaries around our lives. 
 

Discuss what other boundaries God has set in our lives for our own good. 


