
Pastor James Lim  Knowing God 2022 

 pg. 1 

LESSON - GOD IS KNOWABLE 
Text: Psalm 19 
 

The knowability of God. 
The knowability of God is a topic in Christian theology that deals with the degree to which God 
can be known by mankind. Some religions contend that he cannot be known, sometimes 
arguing that God is so unique from humanity that it is absurd to think that finite humans can 
relate to or know Him in any significant way. Christians, however, contend that although we 
cannot fully know everything about God, since He has chosen to reveal himself to His 
creatures in a variety of ways we can know Him personally, meaningfully, and significantly, in a 
limited but ever-increasing way throughout eternity 
 

I. GOD INITIATES HIS SELF-DISCLOSURE TO US 
 

 A. God’s character is displayed powerfully in His creation. 
  “The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display His craftsmanship. Day  
  after day they continue to speak; night after night they make Him known. They speak  
  without a sound or word; their voice is never heard. Yet their message has gone  
  throughout the earth, and their words to all the world.”   Psalm 19:1-4 (NLT) 
 

  1. God is revealed as Creator of Heaven and earth. 
   What aspect of God’s creation moves you? 
   Celebrating general revelation. 
   A key part to giving a voice to someone or something is listening.  If we are not  
   paying attention, we will either be ignorant of the message or distort the message.   
   Too often God’s omnipresence becomes more academic than comforting because  
   we only think of it as truth and not also reality. General revelation ought to inspire  
   us to seek a more intimate and personal relationship with creator God. 
 

  2. God is proclaimed as sustainer of all that He created. 
   King David was moved by the sun as it passed through the sky over the   
   Mediterranean Sea.  David says that nature speaks and when nature speaks its  
   voice is heard (v. 3).  David gives voice to the sun, sky, and sea through poetry.   
   How can you give voice to those aspects of nature that move you? 
 

  3. All of creation declares the power and wisdom of an all-knowing, all-powerful and  
   all-present God. 
   God’s messages in creation are: I AM here, I AM with you, I AM creative, I AM  
   beautiful, I AM practical, I AM large, I AM peaceful, I AM diverse, I AM for   
   everyone, I AM sustaining you, I AM inescapable, I AM attentive to details, I AM  
   capable!   
   Look for I AM’s message in your yard, on your commute, and in your body.   
 

   Take time to consider the creation of God. 
   “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human 
   beings that you care for them? You have made them[b] a little lower than the  
   angels and crowned them with glory and honor. You made them rulers over the  
   works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:”  Psalm 8:3-6 (NIV) 
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  4. God's relationship with mankind is demonstrated through the lives of His servants. 
   While God can never be exhaustively understood, He can be known truly,   
   personally, and sufficiently. God is personal, has definite characteristics, and has  
   personally revealed Himself so that He can be truly known. The multiplication of  
   grace and peace in our lives is dependent on knowing God (2 Pet. 1:2–3), and this 
   knowledge provides sufficient resources for life and for becoming the people God  
   wants us to be. 
   Knowing God gives meaning to life – obeying God gives purpose to life. 
 
 B. God’s will and His ways are declared clearly in His inspired Word. 
 

  1. God reveals His expectations through revelation to His chosen servants. 
   “The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the Lord 
   are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The commandments of the Lord are  
   right, bringing joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight  
   for living.”       Psalm 19:7-8 
 

  2. God establishes the nature of His relationship with mankind. 
   “I will bow down toward Your holy temple and will praise Your name for Your love  
   and Your faithfulness, for You have exalted above all things Your name and Your  
   word.”         Psalm 138:2(NIV) 
   How else would the Psalmists and all the servants of old know how to approach  
   Him in their worship, their work, and their daily lives. 
   God has provided knowledge of Himself that is personal, relational, and sufficient  
   for fruitful, faithful, godly living. No one will ever be able to say He lacked the  
   necessary revelation to know God and to start living as God intends. 
 

  3. How about the truth that God is both incomprehensible and knowable at the same  
   time. 
   Scripture teaches that we can have a true and personal knowledge of God, but this 
   does not mean we will ever understand Him exhaustively. The Bible is clear that  
   God is ultimately incomprehensible to us; that is, we can never fully comprehend  
   His whole being. 
   “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares  
   the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher  
   than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8–9 
   This aspect of God’s superior nature should always remind us of our place in His  
   creation and how we ought to maintain a fear of God. 
 

   The terms transcendence and immanence are not found in most versions of  
   the Bible, but they are common in the theological literature to designate two kinds  
   of relationships between God and human beings. In general, to say that God is  
   transcendent is to say that He is exalted, above, beyond us. To say that God is  
   immanent is to say that He is present in time and space, that He is near us. There  
   is no Biblical term that captures all of what theologians want to say about God’s  
   transcendence, but the idea of immanence is helpfully summarized in the term  
   Immanuel, God with us (Isa. 7:14; 8:8). 
   How God can be known in a deeper way. 
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   Although God cannot be known completely, we can know true things about Him.  
   For example, we know that God is love (1 John 4:8), God is light (1 John 1:5), God 
   is spirit (John 4:24), and that God is just or righteous (Romans 3:26). These  
   aspects of God have been revealed to us in Scripture.  
   The greatest revelation of God to mankind is that “faith and trust” pleases  
   Him and moves Him to act on our behalf. We act on what is known of God –  
   and then we trust what we don’t see or know at that moment in time. 
 
  4. Since God has revealed Himself through His handywork and through His Word,  
   mankind has no excuse not to acknowledge Him. 
   Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”  Psalm 14:1 (NLT) 
   It’s never a head, but always a heart problem involved. 
   “For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky.   
   Through everything God made, they can clearly see His invisible qualities—His  
   eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.  
   Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship Him as God or even give Him  
   thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result,  
   their minds became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became  
   utter fools. And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped 
   idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.”  
           Romans 1:20-23 (NLT) 
   Everybody gets to choose whether or not God exists. 
 
 

II. IMPLICATIONS OF THE KNOWABILITY OF GOD 
 

 A. God’s personal and sufficient revelation of Himself should foster solid   
  conviction among believers.  
 

  1. We need not live in ambiguity and uncertainty about who God is and what He  
   demands of His creatures.  
   Scripture tells us that we can know more than facts about God - we can actually  
   know Him as a personal being! Even more, what this passage tells us is that our  
   source of joy should come from knowing God and not from our riches, wisdom, or  
   might.  
 

  2. God reveals Himself so that we can take steps toward knowing Him. 
   "Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus  
   Christ, whom you have sent."   John 17:3 
    "I write to you, children, because you know the Father."  1 John 2:13 
   God can be known, and in knowing God we should take great joy, for by knowing  
   God, we can pray to Him, hear Him, and commune in His presence. 
 

 B. God’s knowability should lead to eager, diligent, devoted study of God’s Word. 
 

  1. General revelation through creation only points the way to a Creator, God’s words  
   reveal Himself and avoid any false view of God that will dishonor Him.  
   “Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever. The laws of the Lord are true;  
   each one is fair. They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold. They are  
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   sweeter than honey, even honey dripping from the comb. They are a warning to  
   your servant, a great reward for those who obey them. How can I know all the sins  
   lurking in my heart?"     Psalm 19:9-11 
 

  2. We should never grow apathetic in seeking to know God because we are in fact  
   able and equipped to know Him and to please Him with our lives. 
 

 C. Knowing God should elicit a humble human response. 
 

  1. David did not respond to the majesty of natural revelation or the sufficiency of  
   special revelation with pride rather he was humbled.   
   He recognized that neither nature nor Bible were sufficient to overcome the   
   deceitfulness of sin in the heart of a proud man.  
   Cleanse me from these hidden faults. Keep your servant from deliberate sins! 
   Don’t let them control me. Then I will be free of guilt and innocent of great sin. May 
   the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O Lord,  
   my rock and my redeemer.”    Psalms 19:12-14 
 

  2. David realized the grandeur and breadth of revelation revealed how small he was  
   in God’s sight. 
   He realized the impotence of human Kingship and the vulnerability of human flesh.  
   He needed everything God had revealed to overcome sin. David’s response to  
   God’s revelation was questions of self-examination and prayers for assistance.   
 

  3. There is a huge difference between actually knowing God versus only knowing  
   about God.   
   This is the sad reality for many in relation to God. By their own admission and  
   experience, they would say…they know God is real; they believe He is real and  
   that the facts they know about Him is true. 
 

   But they don’t know Him; they’ve had no personal relationship with Him. 
   He could have stayed distant and invisible. He could have remained concealed  
   behind the scenes if He wanted to. He didn’t have to reveal Himself to us. He  
   didn’t have to express His goodness and kindness and generosity and personal  
   nature to us. But He did.   
 

   How about Christians? 
   It’s great that you acknowledge that there is a God and perhaps you have even  
   taken the next step of accepting Jesus as your Saviour. 
   Knowing Him as Saviour is just the beginning. Knowing Him as Lord and Master is  
   the next step. Knowing Him as a friend, a counsellor, guide, comforter, teacher,  
   and protector is the discipleship process that Jesus expects of all believers. 
   Knowing His voice, His will, and His ways. 
 
DISCUSSION & APPLICATION 
 
1. In what ways has creation helped you to know God more? 
2. How have other Christians aided and impacted you in your knowledge of God? 
3. What is your greatest challenge to knowing God more? 


