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STUDY 5 – CON-MEN & CONSPIRACIES 
Little green men and Area 51 was the topic of conspiracy theorists in my generation. It made 
for good fun reading and was generally harmless. Not so, in these last days. 
 

Remember Y2K? 
Men who began as sincere Christian brothers with great families, good jobs, and a solid church 
life descended into the black pit of conspiracies. 
One brother became so consumed with the conspiracy that civilization would end on Y2K that 
he quit his job, sold his home, moved to Idaho – after his wife divorced him for being a 
nutcase. The last time anyone saw him, he was wild-eyed, unshaven, disheveled in 
appearance, and absolutely convinced that civilization would be over at the stroke of midnight. 
Cars would not run, planes would crash, all computers would fail, the banks would lose all 
records of money in your accounts, the government would collapse, and only those hiding in 
some isolated secure place would survive. 
Of course, the fear merchants were ready to take the sucker’s money. Various so-called 
Christian ministries tapped into the conspiracy network and sold building lots, houses, 
generators, survival food, candles, guns, and medicine. (To their shame, they did not offer to 
return the guy’s money after Y2K came and went without a ripple.) 
After Y2K was a total bust, he sat in Idaho – all alone: no job, no family, no church, no 
reputation, nothing but boxes of survival food. He had gambled everything on a conspiracy 
theory and lost everything. 
 

It is interesting to note that I never heard one word of repentance or confession of false 
prophecy by those ministries that promoted Y2K hysteria. They simply moved on to 
another conspiracy theory! 
 

I don’t need to tell you what the current Conspiracy Theories are these days. 
(Plandemic…Convid…Vaccine as a mark of the beast or to alter your DNA.) 
 

Professional con-men are taking over and weaponizing conspiracy-theory communities. 
The closer we get to the End, the more people will be panicked by rumors of conspiracies. But 
Jesus warns us not to allow people to panic us by the rumor that this or that conspiracy signals 
that the End is upon us. 
 
I. THE DANGERS OF CONSPIRACY THEORIES AND CONMEN 
 
 A. Conspiracy theories distract from Jesus. 
 
  1. They are more focussed on the culture of conspiracies than Christian culture. 
   The Christian culture focuses on love and the Truth, conspiracies trade in  
   myths, lies and twisting of truths. 
   They become more influenced by bias and conjecture than by Biblical conviction. 
   Conspiracy theorists divide and conquer; they create disunity at every level of  
   society. (Even inside close-knit families and churches) 
   Truth is not merely a set of facts. It is not a collection of special, secret  
   knowledge that only those with insight into the inner workings of the devil’s  
   schemes are privileged to understand. Such a view is actually unBiblical. It is a  
   new form of an ancient heresy called gnosticism. 
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   “Conspiracy theories supposedly expose the dark deeds and covert alliances of  
   governments, secret societies and prominent individuals. One feels very powerful  
   in the role of “knowing.” But the knowing can degenerate into an unhealthy   
   fascination with the mystery of iniquity leaving some so consumed with evil that  
   they lose sight of the Savior.”    Jennifer Schwirzer 
 

  2. Practical obedience to God today is far more important than speculation about the  
   mark of the beast tomorrow.  
   Paul warns that the last-day deception ends in destruction specifically because  
   those who are deceived refuse to love the truth and so be saved (1 Thess. 2:9-12). 
   In other words, they become deceived through their own choice; they choose error 
   instead of truth. 
 

 B. Conspiracy theories generate a spirit of fear and anxiety. 
  “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self- 
  discipline”        2 Timothy 1:7 
 

  1. Fear focuses on what is unknown and in the dark. 
   Hence conspiracy theorists remain in the dark (dark web or anonymous) and they  
   communicate information that can never be substantiated or backed up by facts or  
   research. 
   “Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception,  
   nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly 
   we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God”   2 Cor. 4:2 
 

   “A conspiracy theorist is a person who tacitly admits that they have insufficient  
   data to prove their points. A conspiracy is a battle cry of a person with insufficient  
   data.”       — Neil deGrasse Tyson 
 

  2. The way to promote the truth is—are you ready for this—to simply tell the truth.  
   (God’s Word is truth.) 
   What a novel concept! But sadly it has become a novel concept for many people.  
   They have become so caught up in the twisted world of conspiracy theories that  
   they can no longer discern truth from fiction. 
   Jesus commanded us to “Go preach the Gospel,” not peddle conspiracy theories. 
 

 C. Conspiracy theories generate a spirit of distrust. 
 

  1. Those who focus on conspiracy theories become so distrustful that nearly   
   everything becomes a conspiracy.  
   The logo for Taco Bell supposedly has Free Mason symbols. The latest movie has  
   Illuminati undertones. The pastor’s wave looks like the hand sign of a secret  
   society. The U.S. president is going to become the anti-Christ dictator and oppress 
   Americans. The General Conference of the church is in league with the anti-Christ.  
   Protestant universities are now under the control of the Jesuits who have   
   introduced heresies to our theology majors. The church has rewritten its history to  
   deceive us. There are secret agents for the papacy in each of our Protestant  
   churches. 
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  2. Conspiracy theories question the motivation and authority of legitimate   
   government. 
   The end result is confusion, fear, anarchy, disunity, rebellion, loss of true identity. 
 

 D. Conspiracy theories damage our character and our witness. 
 

  1. Our identity. 
   “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved  
   you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples,  
   if you have love for one another.”   John 13:34-35 
 

  2. Our calling. 
   We are called to be preachers of the Truth, but when we peddle the latest and  
   greatest conspiracies, we lose credibility and are seen as gullible, deniers of  
   science and can not be taken seriously by the world. 
   Not only do conspiracy theories damage our character and our witness but they  
   reduce our ability to engage in evangelism. 
 

  3. Our stewardship. 
   “Nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote  
   speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith.” 1 Timothy 1:4 
   In the times we live in – with social media flourishing as the main medium for  
   spreading fake news, conspiracy theories, and hoaxes – we always need to be on  
   our guard. Jesus warned us that there will be many false prophets who will   
   deceive many people (Matt 24:11). It should surely be every Christian’s desire not  
   to be among the “many” who will be deceived and simultaneously, nor contribute  
   towards others being deceived. 
   We all have the responsibility to test (1 Thess. 5:19-22) and investigate (Acts  
   17:11) every message we receive, before forwarding it on to others. Just because  
   you trust the person from whom you received a message doesn’t mean you can  
   trust the messenger within the message. Please ask the person from whom you  
   received it whether they have verified it before sending it on to you. If not, will you  
   be willing to do your part in stopping the spread of messages that are deceiving  
   Christians and damaging the Church? 
   It will require a change of perspective to limit the spread of messages like these.  
   We should view all similar messages with suspicion and prioritise protecting our  
   family and friends from being deceived. If you are not willing to verify it, then rather 
   don’t forward it. 
   Some potentially positive effects of such messages is that they should encourage  
   us to study our Bibles, to be part of healthy congregations and Christian networks,  
   and to lead us to invest in our relationship with Christ as we go about equipping  
   ourselves to test, investigate, and discern these types of messages. 
 

 E. Conspiracy theories have deadly consequences. 
  There were pervasive rumors running rampant before WW2 concerning the Jews. One 
  of note was that Jews were purportedly using Gentile blood in the making of the  
  Passover Matzos. These and other rumors were so outlandish and ignorant that they  
  did not seem worthy of serious response. They were so ridiculous and divorced from  
  reality that no one bothered to dispute them. So they became “common knowledge.” 
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  “But these… speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in  
  their own corruption.”     2 Peter 2:12 (NKJV) 
  We often wonder what went so wrong in Germany that an entire segment of the   
  population (many professing to be Christians!) would willfully and enthusiastically  
  participate in the mass executions of the Holocaust. We are not going to suggest here  
  that the only reason this happened were the rumors, gossip, and slander running  
  rampant in Germany unchecked for decades beforehand, but certainly these were a  
  major factor in creating the climate that would allow, and even justify, the mayhem and 
  shame that resulted. 
 

II. END-TIME PROPHECY AND CONSPIRACY THEORIES? 
 There is a world of difference. 
 

 A. End-time prophecy was given by God to His anointed servants. 
  Biblical revelation that was given to inspired writers by God Himself.  
 

  Conspiracy theories deal with theories, conjecture, rumours and clear-cut lies. 
  Conspiracies theories is the pursuit of rabbit trails, obscure history, and limited data in  
  order to arrive at a conclusion that supposedly reveals the absolute truth.  
  One has Christ at the center and consistently uplifts the risen Savior while  
  diminishing the forces of darkness.  
  The other has pride at the center and consistently uplifts the forces of darkness.  
  One is truth. The other is speculation. 
 

 B. The misinterpretation of Biblical prophecies concerning the end times is   
  empowering conspiracy theories in our generation. 
  “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many  
  shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” Daniel 12:4 
 

  1. Our age is rightly called the information age. By some estimates the accumulation  
   of knowledge doubles every 18 months. 
   The world is experiencing exponential growth of digital information. More   
   information has been produced in the last 30 years than in the previous 5,000 –  
   the entire history of civilization. More astonishing are predictions that this existing  
   information base will double in the next three to five years. Unfortunately, not all  
   these information online can be verified or authenticated as truth! 
 

  2. Instant international audience without accountability. 
   While bona-fide news agencies and established journalists have some form of  
   accountability, much of the stuff that is available on social-media and online is un- 
   monitored, unsubstantiated and uncontrolled by anyone. 
   As a result, there are many new social-media stars, influencers, and news-creators 
   that have more influence and impact on our society than  
   Conspiracy "Fake news" is becoming bigger and better coordinated. 
   These often are the “news agencies” that are fly-by-night, pop-up, unregulated,  
   unreputable and untraceable origins in nature. 
   Qanon is one of the most recent and very potent and persuasive conspiracy  
   agencies out there. The person behind it is mysterious and unknown. (It should  
   make one suspicious of the source of its information.) 
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   “Q” – the author behind Qanon Conspiracies has no identity, does not need   
   authenticated facts, but has the ears and minds of millions tuned to his latest  
   revelations and prophetic truth.  Even Christian leaders unquestionably abandon  
   Biblical conviction to spout his lies for their own benefit. 
   “Q” hides behind his anonymity and mystery to continue to captivate the hearts  
   and minds of the masses. 
 

  3. Self-absorbed entertainment. 
   Paul wrote of yet another trend in the last days in which mass media even now  
   play a major role. (Paul wrote shortly before his death, around A.D. 67) 
 

   "But mark this, ‘there will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of  
   themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their   
   parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self- 
   control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of  
   pleasure rather than lovers of God’."   2 Timothy 3:1-4 (NIV). 
   The end-time folks are more caught up with what tickles their ears and what 
   intrigues their imagination than the truth that is staring them in the face! 
 
 C. Truth, Deception, and the Elect of God. 
  In particular, Jesus warned us not to be panicked or frightened by all the “rumors” that  
  will arise at the end of the age. 
  But notice again what Jesus warned: “For false christs and false prophets will rise and  
  show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” Matt. 24:24-28 
 

  1. Believers are the target of conspiracy theories! 
   Jesus didn’t say that only the unenlightened “sheep” of the world would be at risk.  
   He specifically warned that the elect, those who know and follow the truth, would  
   be deceived if it were possible. In other words, the deception will be so   
   overwhelming that even godly people are at risk of falling for it. 
   If the last-day deception will come in a form that the elect are likely to   
   believe, then conspiracy theories are a good example of how that deception  
   will work.  
   I’m not saying that conspiracy theories are the last-day deception, only that they  
   work on similar principles, and they could potentially lead to last-day deception. 
 

  2. One of the most disturbing aspects of conspiracy theories is that even when they  
   are based on demonstrably false information, Christians will still believe the overall 
   theory because the conclusion fits with their worldview. 
   Speculation is not the same as Scripture! 
   The ways conspiracies work. (Use spiritual jargon like “mark of the beast” or  
   antichrist.) Some truth thrown into the “news.” 
 

  3. Beware the weapons of mass deception 
   What Christians believe and how they live is to be based upon Scripture alone, i.e. 
   sola scriptura, (1 Cor. 4:6). Vain speculations, guesswork, hearsay, rumors,   
   slander, gossip, and lies do not constitute the basis of a godly life. This is why the  
   Bible condemns the spreading of rumors, gossip, slander, and hearsay   
   accusations: (Lev. 19:16; Psa. 15:3; 101:5; 140:11; Pro. 10:18; 16:28; 20:19; Matt.  
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   15:19; Mk. 7:22; Rom. 1:29, 30; 2 Cor. 12:20; Eph. 4:31; Col. 3:8;  1 Tim. 3:11;  
   5:13; 2 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 2:3; 1 Pet. 2:1.) 
 

 D. God tells us in His Word how He views conspiracies and how He wants us to  
  view them. 
  The “passage of full mention” on how God views conspiracies is found in Psa. 2. 
  The politicians, kings, and rulers of the world plotted and schemed to take over the  
  world. In their pride and conceit, they thought they could overthrow God’s sovereign  
  control of the world. But God laughed at their futile conspiracies. He was in control of  
  all things and man’s conspiracies are nothing but hot air. Thus He mocks, ridicules,  
  and rebukes the conspirators. He reminds them that He had placed King Messiah in  
  control of the world. Instead of fearing conspiracies, they should fear Jesus and kiss  
  His feet in submission. Christ is sovereign over the world! As long as He is on the  
  throne, nothing can happen that surprises Him or disrupts His eternal decrees (Job  
  42:2; 1 Cor. 15:25). 
  No conspiracy can overthrow God’s sovereign rule over all things (Pro. 16:1, 9,  
  33; James 4:13-15). 
 

  Conspirators assume the sovereignty of man instead of the sovereignty of God  
  (Psa. 2:3). This is why Arminian ministries get involve in conspiracies. For example,  
  some of them state on their website that they believe in “the sovereignty of man.” Thus 
  it is no surprise that they falls into conspiracy theories and set dates for the Second  
  Coming. 
  Since Calvinists believe that God is sovereign over all things, they have not historically 
  been guilty of setting dates or spreading conspiracy theories. God promises to protect  
  His people from conspiracies: Psa. 31:19-20; 33:10; Jer. 11:6-17; Ezk. 22:24-28 
  Thus God’s people are not to fear conspiracies: Isa. 8:9-15; Mat. 6:24-33. Fear is the  
  driving force and main fruit of the researching conspiracies. 
 

  Here’s an essential point: It’s not that we rule out the possibility that Lee Harvey  
  Oswald didn’t act alone, that Princess Diana was killed on purpose, that the   
  government was involved in 911, or that the Apollo moon landing never happened.  
  The bulwark of evil in this world is beyond our imaginings. Additionally, as humans, our 
  senses and information-processing skills are finite. The news media and history books  
  may be utterly deceiving us. But has God called us to solve these mysteries? And if we 
  find a book or a document that reveals a different story than that presented by the  
  media, how do we know that story is true? How do we know that the author of that  
  book or document doesn’t have a secret agenda of his own, even more diabolical than  
  the one he is supposedly exposing? As the dark waters of one conspiracy leading to  
  another fold around us, our souls drown for want of the pure air of heaven. 
 

Here's some practical advice: 
While conspiracies are recorded as part of the history of Israel, nowhere in the didactic 
and ethical parts of the Bible does God direct His people to study conspiracies or to 
spend their time, energy and money to “spread the word” of some conspiracy. 
 

Even though conspiracies abounded on all sides, the Patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 
and even Jesus did not pay them any attention. 
They had more important things to do with their time and energy. 


