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Dear Crossroads District Leaders, Members, and Friends,  
 
We are living in most challenging times. The COVID-19 virus, also known as Coronavirus, is spreading rapidly across 
the country to include many of our local communities. We know now that this virus presents a serious risk for all of us. 
A cure or immunity has not yet been discovered. New cases are being reported daily. Although it seems to be treatable, 
the fatality rate is on the rise. In an effort to minimize the spread of this virus, federal, state, and local agencies have  
established guidelines that restrict social gatherings in numbers and within time frames that happen to encompass plans 
for our District events.   
 
It has therefore been in prayer, discernment, consultation with District leaders, and with regret that I communicate a  
decision to postpone and/or cancel the District Conference/Celebration indefinitely for this year. It is to my personal 
disappointment that cancelling this event will deprive us of the cherished opportunity to gather together in fellowship, 
celebrate the vital ministries around the District, and attend to business that sustains and strengthens our collective    
witness. As difficult as it is to make this decision, it almost becomes our solemn duty to protect those we love from the 
possibility of our spreading the virus among them. We have also taken measures to modify, suspend or cancel other  
District activities such as District Professional meetings and the District Confirmation Rally. District committees are 
being encouraged to find alternative ways to handle business such as teleconferencing, messaging, and so forth. This 
national crisis is also having impact on Conference, denominational, and local church operations as many of you are 
aware. 
 
Although we have been given dates when gathering restrictions will be lifted, they are all tentative and dependent upon 
how the Coronavirus outbreak progresses. Any events that are on the calendar during the month of May and beyond 
should still be considered, but it would be wise to keep them tentative or consider alternative approaches should the  
virus still be an issue at that time. We will certainly be watching developments of this pandemic and mandates issued by 
authorities closely. We will also be consulting with our Conference leaders to determine when it will be reasonable to 
resume the essential functions of our District related to these events. You can follow any Conference-related              
developments at the Conference website at riotexas.org. You can go to our District webpage, at gocrossroadsdistrict.org 
for updates as well.   
 
Please know that we remain in prayer for each of you, your congregations, and your communities in this crisis. I pray 
that we will find creative ways to remain connected with one another in Christian love. Mostly, I draw us to the deep 
inner resources of our faith and trust in the grace of God through our Lord Jesus Christ who has promised to always be 
with us. Finally, as Paul said in Hebrews 10:23, “Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
our God who has promised is faithful.” 
 
Highest Regards in Christian Love, 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Marcus A. L. Freeman, III 
Superintendent  
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