
Dearest church leaders, 
 
Ministry is our mission!  One of the many ministries of the Rio Texas Conference is in 
providing support for areas affected by disaster through UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee On Relief).  With hurricane season quickly approaching, we are in need of 
folks trained in the basic Early Response Teams to provide the assistance needed in 
our communities.  
 
This is a critical infrastructure for UMCOR in helping our neighbors get back on their 
feet as quickly as possible when a disaster strikes.  Early Response Teams are 
specially trained teams that provide a caring Christian presence and assist survivors 
stop more damage in the immediate aftermath of a natural disaster. They are issued 
identification credentials that help them get access into affected communities as early 
as possible to assist survivors.  You do not have to be Methodist to participate in the 
training or assist in a disaster.  After this 1 day of training, a typical volunteer work 
assistance time will consist of only 3 days on the job site in the event of a 
disaster.  While it helps to have folks who can climb ladders and tarp roofs, other skills 
are needed including chain saw teams, skid steer workers, administration, and even 
folks who can be good listeners to just provide comfort while our neighbors are dealing 
with their loss. 
  
In the past year, we have sent teams into our neighboring Louisiana Conference after 
the hurricanes last season and along the Texas gulf, we have assisted communities 
with the big freeze that affected so many in the spring, and we have had boots on the 
ground in D’Hanis after the recent tornado there as well as many other areas within our 
Conference as the need arises.  Friends, this is “neighbors helping neighbors” and is a 
part of who we are as United Methodists. I encourage you to please help get the word 
out in your church and in your community for this training.  If this training does not work 
for your folks, please let us know so that we can set up future training classes in your 
area to help build our volunteer base. 
  
Respectfully in His service, 
  
Pastor Darin Zumwalt 
Crossroads District Disaster Relief Coordinator 
Shiner First United Methodist Church 
P O Box 122 
Shiner, Texas 77984 
Office: 361-594-3830, Cell: 830-743-2879 

 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

 


