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Celebrating Our Resilience

Presented in the photo is a plant called a “Rubber
Tree” or “Rubber Plant” which is on the back
patio of the District Parsonage. I recently helped
my wife to place this plant in a new pot as it has
outgrown the previous one. This was a gift that I
gave to my wife 23 years ago for her first
Mother’s Day. At that time, it was maybe a foot or
so tall, a house plant, and a modest gift. Now in its
new pot, its leaves peak at nearly six feet in



height. While repotting it recently, I coveted a
moment of celebration as it occurred to me that the
plant had endured 23 years, weathered four
appointment changes to different cities, sustained
transference now into its 4th pot and from its
sanctity indoors to outside locations. While
outside, it has withstood flooding rains,
hailstorms, tornado bands, Hurricane Harvey, and
so much more. With the nurture, love, and care of
my wife over the years and the miracle of God’s
creation, it has proven amazingly resilient.

During the 2018 session of our Clergy
Convocation, Bishop Schnase led us to explore the theme: "Resilience: From
Staying Alive to Thriving in Anxious Times." The keynote speaker for that
year was another Bishop originating from our Conference, Bishop Janice
Riggle Huie. That year, Bishop Huie defined resilience as “the capacity of a
system to maintain its purpose and integrity during dramatically changed
circumstances”. That theme may have been even more prophetic than we
imagined--because while we were overwhelmed with our denominational
challenges at the time--we had no idea we were heading toward the
devastating year that 2020 has proven to be above and beyond imagination.

Yet like the Rubber Tree, I celebrate how resilience, in the way Bishop Huie
defined it during this event, has proven to be one of the true strengths of
Crossroads District churches in the face of the fragility and despair of these
last few months. As the world went on lock down we all struggled. But many
churches found ways to adapt and fulfill their purpose. Spiritual Strength
was offered to large audiences though alternative and electronic forms of
worship and Bible-study using video, radio broadcasting, email, text
messages, and even traditional mail. The Temporal Affairs of the church
have been attended to through faithful stewardship, successful procurement of
needed resources, and careful church leadership and management. Emotional
and Relational Needs of parishioners and others were ministered to through
Stephens Ministries and congregational care ministries, virtual gatherings and
fellowships, and sometimes by direct telephone calls. Churches have attended
to the Physical Necessities of those whom they serve by persisting in life-
giving outreach and mission ministries at sometimes great personal risks.   

As we therefore begin to prepare for Charge Conference season this Fall, we
want to celebrate ways in which churches in the Crossroads District have
demonstrated this kind of resilience. I invite you to please start collecting
your photos, videos, and stories that illustrate creative ideas and efforts that
helped you sustain and maintain your purpose during the past few difficult
months. We will create a presentation that will celebrate your efforts during
Charge Conference season. We will talk more about this at our upcoming
District Pastors and Professionals Meeting scheduled for August 25th. This
invitation will be included in the Charge Conference packet later this year.



I realize that we are not finished with the challenges presented to us this year.
But just as there is now fresh potential for the Rubber Tree after being
uprooted once more to a larger pot, we can claim that with God's love and
care through Christ our Lord, we can also strive by faith through unsettling
times towards the promise of God's glorious future with hope.

Take care and may the Lord bless and keep you.

Marcus

Featured Ministry:
Lamb and Sheep Ministries

We feature and celebrate Pastor Ryan Reed and the William Taylor UMC
Family for their efforts to obtain a COVID-19 Emergency Response grant
from Methodist Healthcare Ministries.

William Taylor UMC is known for the help and outreach to the Luling
community, but now an official ministry has begun based on John 21:15-17
called Lamb and Sheep Ministries. The mission of this ministry is to help support
residences, businesses, nursing homes, the homeless, prisons and schools in
the community by providing food, supplies, care packages and more.

With the funding received, William Taylor UMC and the Lamb and Sheep
Ministry has been able to help during COVID-19 with the following:

Gathering care packages with cleaning and sanitizing supplies
Drive-Thru Grocery Giveaway for Caldwell County
Donating care packages to the Nursing Home
Donating financial help to Caldwell County Prison to help those released from
prison to stay on their feet
Donating financial help to the Rehabilitation Center
Helping the Seton Hospital purchase new wheelchairs with easier access features
Providing backpacks and school supplies, whether back in class or online
learning
Providing goodie bags for teachers preparing to go back to school, to encourage
and show our appreciation for all they do, especially during COVID-19
pandemic



Supporting financially two individual families with funds to pay for utilities
Donations to the Local Food Bank
Supporting two families with funeral expenses

Seton Hospital staff COVID-19 Sanitizing
Care Packages

Caldwell County Prison

Pastor's & Professionals Meeting

The next Pastor's & Professionals meeting will be on
Tuesday, August 25th at 1:30 pm via Zoom.

An email reminder will be sent before the meeting with the Zoom
password. If you have any questions, please contact the District office.

ZOOM LINK

Communion and Baptism
at Seguin First UMC

During the past few months, the inability to
gather for public worship has presented many
hardships. It has been particularly frustrating in
the area of sacraments – baptism and
communion. Since we are unsure of how much
longer the COVID-19 restrictions may affect
our ability to publicly gather, I’ve decided that
we will conduct our sacraments differently.

COMMUNION: We are going to offer “communion by appointment” in Knolle
Chapel. If you and your immediate family would like to make an appointment to come
and receive communion, simply call the church office and make an appointment that
works best for your schedule. Appointment times may be made Monday through
Friday. You will enter through the side door of Knolle Chapel at the appointed time
and pick up an individual communion cup from a basket. One of our pastors will be
present and you will be able to share prayer concerns and then the service of
communion will be observed. 

https://riotexas.zoom.us/j/96558818618?pwd=TnlWR080Z2lsRmFNU2FhdTMvUnZIQT09
Correction on time: 
Meeting is scheduled for 10 am



BAPTISM: If you wish to be baptized or have someone in your family baptized, you
may call to make an appointment for the baptism through the church office. Choose
the Sunday you prefer and please limit your group to immediate family ONLY. A
pastor will contact you to discuss pertinent details related to your scheduled baptism.
The baptismal congregational response will be provided for our radio and Facebook
listeners, so that they may participate in the baptism digitally.

           Our prayer here at FUMC Seguin is that you will know and experience the love
and care of Christ in the deepest ways possible, despite the times that we are in.

Blessings, Pastor Cathe

Children's COVID Resource

Rev. Teresa Welborn, District Superintendent of
the Capital District has written what is an
insightful devotional booklet that is designed to
help children process what they are feeling
through the COVID pandemic experience and to
know God is with them and loves them
unconditionally. She has given permission for us
to freely share it with parents and those in
ministry with children during this difficult time.

Here are links to the devotional booklet in two
different formats.

Link for 2-Sided Booklet

Link for 1-Sided Booklet

Resources for Engaging Some of the Difficult Issues of the Day

Dr. Tanya Campen, Rio Texas Conference Director of Intergenerational
Ministries has accumulated a number of resources to assist parents, youth and
age-level teachers, and Christian educators to engage in meaningful
conversations around some of the difficult and sensitive issues of our times in a
way that allows them to be understood from a faith perspective. Below are links
to difficult issues such as COVID 19, racism, violence, and more. There may be
information here that could at least serve as starters for deeper conversations
and lessons according to the standards of your church’s teachings on these

https://files.constantcontact.com/3d907140101/62260bcf-c9a1-4297-ac4b-de8401042ba1.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/3d907140101/32a93174-4bcc-49ba-be8e-d2cc05687e0a.pdf


subjects.

Click on this link and then open the tab or article that might be of interest to you:
https://riotexas.org/family

How can we pray for you today?

Hurricane Hanna Relief Effort

The Hurricane Hanna relief effort is still underway and there may still
be ways that you can help. For an update on the ongoing recovery
efforts and to learn ways to help if you are interested, please click on
this link:

https://riotexas.org/news/2020/7/30/hurricane-hanna-response-underway

Mission Team Leader Training

Two Online Sessions are available via Zoom. Click the link below to
register for this training.

Session 1: Preparing Heart, Head & Spirit
Tuesday, August 11 @ 7 pm

Session 2: Preparing for the Journey
Thursday, August 13 @ 7 pm

Registration Link

https://riotexas.org/family
https://gocrossroadsdistrict.org/prayer
https://riotexas.org/news/2020/7/30/hurricane-hanna-response-underway
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mission-team-leader-training-august-2020-registration-100996382900


Crossroads District United
Methodist Women -
District Annual Meeting

September 19, 2020
10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. 

First United Methodist Church Victoria at
Wesley Hall 

Come Face to Face or Zoom IN
(link to be provided)

Sarah Ritchea,
Crossroads District UMW President

The purpose of the Rio Texas
Conference Clergy Wellness Program is
to offer opportunities for clergy to
improve their health in a holistic way, to
support them in serving as strong

Trusted con Confianza Training dates

Online Webinars
*August 9, 2020 @ 2 pm-4 pm
*August 20, 2020 @ 10 am-12 pm
*August 29, 2020 @ 10 am-12 pm
*September 3, 2020 @ 6:30 pm-8:30
pm
*September 10, 2020 @ 10 am-12 pm
*September 19, 2020 @ 10 am-12 pm

To register for a webinar, click HERE.

If you would like to request a training
session, click HERE.

https://riotexas.org/safetrainings
https://riotexas.wufoo.com/forms/p17sj5741fo2ynn/


leaders for our congregations and
ministries. We are very grateful for the
generous support of Methodist
Healthcare Ministries toward this end.
There are resources available through
the Ecumenical Center to clergy to offer
support and emotional help during
COVID-19. You can find more details
at the links below:
www.riotexas.org/wellness

www.ecrh.org

Recertification Webinars
*August 16, 2020 @ 2 pm-3 pm
*August 22, 2020 @ 10 am-11 am
*August 25, 2020 @ 12 pm-1 pm
*September 3, 2020 @ 12 pm-1 pm
*September 15, 2020 @ 6:15 pm-7:15
pm
*September 27, 2020 @ 1 pm-2 pm

Recertfication Steps PDF

Have something you would like to share or announce on the District
Newsletter? Send in your information and pictures by the 25th of the month.

Click on the tab below!

Newsletter Submissions

Rio Texas Summer 2020: Resources for Sermons and Worship

Rio Texas Outreach Vitality

http://www.riotexas.org/wellness
http://www.ecrh.org
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54b8639ee4b076c29fb6eae7/t/5ec7b76ae3537d3e3e22ff05/1590146923697/Trusted+recertification+steps.pdf
mailto:gocrossroadsdistrict@gmail.com
https://riotexas.org/news/2020/7/10/rio-texas-summer-2020-resources-for-sermons-and-worship
https://riotexas.org/outreach-vitality

