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It has been a very engaging Autumn season in many ways and in the 
midst of it all we celebrate the vital life and ministry of the Crossroads 
District!  
 
We were blessed during the month of October to receive a visit of our Episcopal Lead-
er, Bishop Robert Schnase, to our Pastors and District Professional’s meeting at Luling 
First United Methodist Church.  Bishop Schnase prayed and worshiped with us, while 
also sharing with us primarily about proposals to be considered by the upcoming Spe-
cial Called Session of General Conference in February of 2019 regarding the Commis-
sion on The Way Forward.  Bishop Schnase provided detailed information about the 
plans to be presented, he explained the various options and the possible impact that 
each of the proposals could offer the church, he also clarified some of the possible out-
comes that could result from the session, and he then helped us reflect upon some of 
the foundational values that serve to keep us spiritually grounded throughout this 
ordeal. Opportunities will be made available for further reflection as we approach the 

Special Called General Conference Session. We also   
encourage prayer for delegates from our Conference and 
around the world who will be acting on our behalf.  

 

The work of the kingdom has also continued this Fall 
with vitality and grace throughout the Crossroads District 
as this 3rd edition of the Hub Newsletter will reflect. We 
celebrate the completion of Charge Conference Cluster 
gatherings for our District! The Cluster gatherings were 
each unique, creative, inspiring while offering a faithful 
witness to effective ministries being offered throughout 
the District. Collectively, the Charge Conference Clusters 

raised a total amount of $ 1,890.00 to support the Lydia Patterson Institute. A renewed 
spirit of leadership development and ministry training is growing among pastors and 
leaders in the District. A number of District staff members and pastors were among 
over 100 others from the Rio Texas Conference who attended the Leadership Institute 
in Leawood, Kansas. A few churches are participating in the Cohort Study Groups led 
by Rev. Karen Horan, Director of the Mission Vitality Center for the Rio Texas        
Conference, with hopes to increase their capacity to reach those in their communities. 
Then Rev.  Kallie Green, pastor of Cuero First United Methodist Church has kindly 
shared about her experience of attending the Global Young People’s Convocation  
overseas in South Africa. Articles about some of these and other exciting District    
activities will be featured in this edition of “The Hub”. 
 

We hope this edition will offer you encouragement and inspiration about our faithful 
witness to our Lord in our unique mission field in the Crossroads district. You can go 
to our District Facebook page to learn about additional happenings across the District. 
Look for us on Facebook! RioTexas Crossroads 

 

I pray that God will bless you and your families with warm and meaning experiences 
during the Thanksgiving and upcoming holiday season.  

 
Blessings and Peace, 

Marcus 
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The Hub 



TAKE AWAY FROM THE LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE IN LEAWOOD, KANSAS 

As I reflect on my experience of the Leadership Institute at the Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, I am 
thankful for the sacred space it provided me to exhale, retreat, and glean knowledge and wisdom from pastors and a 
church leaders who have achieved some of the nation’s most vibrant, and effective and fruitful ministries. Hallmark 
presentations from the event for me were led by the host pastor of this amazing church, Rev. Adam Hamilton, who 
told the story of its phenomenal growth and meaningful ministries, by our own Bishop Robert Schnase shared his 
cutting edge call for us to shift from only attractional church work to becoming more missional in our focus, and 
there were several more. Also through a host of workshops and supplemental learning opportunities, participants 
were further equipped with ideas, best practices, strategies and necessary mindsets for maximizing our effectiveness 
and enhancing our witness for the kingdom. 

  

In one instance about 15 minutes after the close of a day’s sessions, I received a text  message from the event        
organizers asking me to share my greatest take-away from the day of teaching. The thought that immediately came 
to mind from that day was the notion that we should discern, discover, and acknowledge the gap between where we 
find ourselves in our ministry now, and where God may be calling us to be next. Then we were provided strategies 
for closing that gap so we can strive towards becoming more like God is calling us to become. This idea was          
developed through the workshops I attended on strategic planning and church governance. During that day, I kept 
thinking about all of the great programs and ministries that many churches on the Crossroads District were engaged 
in every day to help their churches grow closer to God’s will. I ended up feeling a strong urge to continue to support 
pastors and congregations in these efforts.    

This concept, along with others made the Leadership Institute once again a time that was intellectually and          
spiritually stimulating for me. In addition, I was pleased that our district Co-Lay Leader, Fritzi Simon and program 
Director, Rev. Rob Clopton, along with and pastors and laity from our district were among the 100 or more were in 
attendance from our Conference. Our Crossroads District attendees even shared a delightful meal and fellowship 
with those present from the El Valle and Coastal Bend Districts at the invitation from District Superintendent Dr. 
Robert Lopez. We were a long way from home, but it meant the world to see the see familiar faces from Rio Texas. 

  

As I return back to work for the district, I am re-energized by the new ideas and possibilities that give me fresh eyes 
and renewed hope. The deeply devoted and faithful laity and clergy in the churches throughout the Crossroads    
District and God’s abundant grace gives fuel to this hope. I am therefore encouraged that we can continue our work 
to close the gap between where we are now, and the best that we can yet become in God’s promise in  Jeremiah 29:11 
that we have a glorious “future with hope”. 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Marcus Freeman, III 
District Superintendent 
 



The Chess Board 

The king’s nobleman worked very hard to create the game of chess. The king was very 

impressed with the game and he wanted to reward his subject for inventing such a won-

derful game.   He asked his nobleman what he would like as his reward, and the noble-

man responded, “ O Great King,  give me a grain of wheat to put on the first square of this 

chessboard, and two grains to put on the second square, and four grains to put on the 

third, and eight grains to put on the fourth, and so on. By doubling the number for each 

succeeding square, eventually grains will cover all 64 squares of the board.”   

 

The king thought it was a reasonable request and replied “Your wish shall be granted,” as 

he ordered his servants to bring in a bag of wheat. But the bag of wheat was emptied be-

fore the 20th square was filled.   The king soon discovered that he would not be able to 

complete the request.  His court mathematician advised him that it would take 4,000 

billion bushels of wheat to cover the chessboard (note, this is bushels of wheat and not 

even grains of wheat).    

 

While at the Leadership Conference this past week at Church of the Resurrection UMC in 

Leawood, Kansas, there were several “ah-ah” moments.  But one that really caught my 

attention was something during a teaching session led by Rev. John Ed Mathison.   Before 

retiring from the pastorate in 2008, he served as senior pastor at Frazier Memorial UMC 

in Montgomery, Alabama.  Under his leadership, Frazer Memorial grew from 400 mem-

bers to 9,000 members and it had the largest Sunday School attendance of all United 

Methodist churches in America.  Rev. Mathison is part of the God-Sized Vision to plant 

five million churches and win one billion people to Christ by 2020.  His travels have taken 

to India four times to teach pastors as part of the Billion Soul Initiative.  

During the teaching session, he used the illustration of the chess board on the video 

screen.  One grain of wheat on the first square, two on the second square, four grains on 

in the third square, and eight grains on the fourth, and so on.  He told us about doubling 

the number for each succeeding square so that grains would cover all 64 squares.  Rev. 

Mathison went on to say that we should imagine the possibilities:  If one person brings 

two people to Christ and disciples them, and those two each bring two people to Christ 

and disciple them, and following the chessboard principle, the chessboard (the world) 

would be covered with Disciples of Jesus Christ. Imagine what our world would be like.  

Let’s join clergy and laity together and get the chessboard covered with Jesus’ Disciples.  

Let’s make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 
May our Lord bless and keep you,    

Rob Clopton,  Crossroads District Program Director 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Pastors & Professionals Meeting  

on November 13th at 10 am 

Hallettsville FUMC 

206 S. Dowling St.  

Hallettsville, 77964 

3rd Annual Thanksgiving Event 

at St. James UMC - Nov. 18th 

Praise Him Where You Are 

La Grange St. James  

710 N. Jackson (La Grange) 

Seguin FUMC hosting a night 

with Don Piper, best selling 

author of “90 minutes in    

Heaven”. 

Sunday, December 2nd 6:30 pm 

710 N. Austin St.  

Seguin, 78155 

Church Security Training 

January 18-19, 2019  

La Grange First UMC 

My Jobs Workshop 

Saturday January 26th  

(Location TBD) 

“Taste of the Academy”  

March 24-27, 2019 

Oblate Renewal Center in       

San Antonio 

Youth Confirmation Rally 

March 30, 2019  at Cathedral 

Oaks Retreat Center 

1225 CR 248 (Weimar, 78962) 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

District Conference & 

Celebration  

April 6, 2019 

Spring Creek Place  

Victoria, TX 
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A WORD FROM THE DISTRICT PROGRAM DIRECTOR 



“I experienced God as the shepherd of a very diverse group of people.” 

This summer I had the opportunity to travel to South Africa to be a part of the Global 

Young People’s Convocation. Here are a few reflections from my trip:  

How did you experience God on this trip? I experienced God as the shepherd of a 

very diverse group of people. God seems simultaneously a lot more mysterious and lot 

more loving when you consider all the people loved by God and all the people responding 

in their own, yet faithful, way to God’s divine love. 

What was your favorite part of the trip? Getting to meet new people! My roommate 

was from Brazil  (pictures to left) and a Global Missions Fellow and there was so much 

laughter as we tried to figure out how to communicate in Spanish, the language of which 

we apparently both knew the most words in common. I tried to explain my food allergies 

and eventually I just started pointing to foods and saying "veneno" (poison). We got   

better at communicating and more patient, and by the end of the week we were sharing 

with each other the joys and struggles of our own ministries and callings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the most challenging part of the trip? Accepting that I did not know 

everything about another person's context, just as they did not understand everything 

about my own context. In general, things went much better when we asked questions 

without assuming we knew the answers. The opportunity to do so is one of the blessings 

of being a global church!  

What did you learn about the United Methodist Church? It's one thing to      

understand in theory how our polity allows for the writing and passing of new              

legislation... it's another thing to see that in action. It was interesting to consider and see 

how the process of writing legislation and getting it passed works outside of the context of 

our Annual Conference. Understanding the process better, has opened up my imagination 

to new ways to be more involved.  

Any other reflections you want to share? I am exceedingly grateful for the         
opportunity to take a step back from my own ministry and see it through the eyes of     
others that I shared with, while at the same time having the opportunity to see what    
ministry looks like for so them. It was a helpful change in perspective which has given me 
a fresh outlook on the future of ministry in my own context.  

 

      

 

 

 

        

I brought coloring sheets and markers and ended up sharing them while we listened.  
There is no language barrier when it comes to coloring!  

MINISTRY OVER SEAS - REV. KALLIE GREEN 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S    
MINISTRIES 

The Global Young People’s Convo-
cation (GYPC) is the global event of 
United Methodist young people. It 
is held once every four years for the 
purpose of: 

 Celebrating the mission and 
vitality of young people in the 
United Methodist Church 

 Raising the joys and        con-
cerns of young people from 
the global community 

 Developing young people as 
leaders for effective ministry 
in local churches and      com-
munities of faith 

 Highlighting emerging trends 
in youth and young adult 
ministry 

 Providing a common forum 
that embraces the global 
reality of the church. 

 
The 2018 Global Young People’s 
Convocation was held on July 18-
22, 2018 at the Indaba Hotel and 
Conference Centre, Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 
 
For more information, visit their 
website at:  
 
www.umcyoungpeople.org 
 

  4 



THE HUB 

We are so grateful to be able to 

share with the District what is going 

on in each church and community.  

“They will give a testimony of Your 

great goodness and will joyfully sing 

of your righteousness.”  

 Psalms 145:7 

Over these few months, we have 

been able to see great miracles and 

growth throughout the Crossroads 

District and would love to continue 

to be able to share with others what 

God is doing in your churches and 

communities.  

The next edition of The Hub will be 

going out the first week of  Decem-

ber. Please send us any information 

on Advent events, Christmas   

Bazaars, or Cantatas.  

Email information & pictures to: 

gocrossroadsdistrict@gmail.com 

PUMPKINS, GOURDS AND SQUASH, OH MY! 

Throughout the Crossroads District, churches have been hosting all sorts of fun events 

from fall festivals, pumpkin patches, carnivals and more!! Here are just a few pictures of 

the life of the District churches this fall.  

DISASTER RELIEF  

Over the past several weeks, many communities have begun to put 

together flood buckets. The heavy rains in this season have impacted 

many homes and towns. These flood buckets contains useful items 

like laundry detergent, air freshener, insect repellant, masks, gloves 

and more.  

If your congregation is interested in helping with flood buckets, 

please visit the Crossroads District website  or the Rio Texas         

Conference website for more details on what to pack.  

The Crossroads District Disaster Relief Coordinator is Rev. Frank 

Baik from Schulenburg First UMC.  


