12/11/2018

From:

Summer in Gonaives!

James and Abigail Rucker <writetheruckers=gmail.com@mail221.suw16.rsgsv.net> on behalf
of James and Abigail Rucker <writetheruckers@gmail.com>

Sent:

Friday, August 17, 2018 3:35 PM

To:

Southside

Subject:

Summer in Gonaives!

Transitions
We appreciate your prayers over the past couple of months as we have walked
through adjustment to a new job, teams, our teammate moving stateside, and
preparing for our little one! It's been a tiring season, thus the lack of updates,
but we are settling into a new routine and are thankful! Abigail began her role
as Administrative Director at Klinik Jubilee in May and has enjoyed getting to
know the staff better and figuring out her role there. James stays busy
consulting on several HCDP projects, as well as growing the microloan
program in Bois Marchand and Raboto, installing a solar power system for a
school in Jubilee, teaching English, and growing the Ki Solid video ministry.

She is Patrick's mom, who James
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met at the hospital more than a year

FLAT
The microloan program is growing,
and has a new name- FLAT! This
acronym stands for "Fe Lajan
An Travay," from Luke 19:13, which
means "Put this money to work,"
from the parable of the Ten Minas.
This reflects the goal of the program,
giving individuals the ability to invest
a small amount of money into a
business and provide for their

ago. It has been a joy to watch her
grow in leadership through FLAT. We
are currently looking for partners to
invest in FLAT. Participants begin by
borrowing a small amount and
working their way up to larger loans.
An $8 donation provides the entry
level amount for one individual, while
$60 will cover the entire progression.
Investors will get a private quarterly
update so they too can see how their

families. There are now 38
participants in the program from our
neighborhood in Bois Marchand, and
from Raboto, an at-risk community in
Gonaives. Pictured above is Marlen,
who hosts the program in Raboto.

money in being put to work! See
directions at the bottom of this email
if you are interested in investing in

Ki Solid

The objective is to get these films on
YouTube where they can be shared
with organizations all over Haiti.
Dieusel and James are also working

Ki Solid has a Summer Intern! Our
friend Dieusel is working with James
two days a week to upload videos,
update the descriptions, and finish
shots for films started in January.

small businesses in Haiti!

to write do the pre-production work
on further films for youth!

Check Out Ki Solid on YouTube
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Unrest in Haiti
The beginning of July was tense, as the President of Haiti announced a steep
increase in the price of fuel. This led to rioting in Port-Au-Prince and Cap
Haitien. We were proud of Gonaives- there were no major incidents here. Some
University students chose to protest, but the UN and Police were ready for
anything that might get out of hand (below). The violence settled down after the
price increases were retracted, and things have been calm since then. We
encourage you to click the link below to read more about the causes of the
unrest and understand the situation here in Haiti.

Putting Haiti's Unrest in Context
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Lots of Visitors!
Since April we have enjoyed several visits from dear friends. Our engineer friend Eric
came in April to encourage us, and went with James to look at potential well sites for
rural communities. (Top Left- Eric working with English Students at HPEC)
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In May, a team from West Side Church of Christ in Russellville joined us for a week!
Although we were sad part of the team had to return early due to health issues, they
were such an incredible encouragement to us! They did agricultural seminars at the
HCDP Vocational School, taught health and hygiene to elementary students in
Poteau and the mountains, visited with microloan participants, and encouraged us so
much! Thank you Tim, James, Alan, Phil, Judy and Sandi! (Bottom Left, some of the
team at the top of Mt. Bienac)
Abigail's college roommate Sarah came to see us in June! She is beginning her
residency as an OBGYN, so she of course spent lots of time at Klinik Jubilee with
Miss Sabine, our Nurse. She got to teach a class for local midwives in Jubilee, and
we had so much fun showing her around Haiti. (Top Right)
Cynthia Vargas moved back to Texas in the middle of June. We miss her so much,
but are so excited for her to start nursing school, and for the encouragement she will
be to her home church and family. Thank you for doing life with us Cynthia!! (Bottom
Right)
Dakota and Anna (Harding University students) spent 3 weeks with us in July! They
taught a lot of English, learned Creole, and experienced what daily life looks like for
us in Haiti. They were so flexible and helpful, and we were thankful for our time with
them! (Center, Dakota and Anna with Abigail's HPEC English Class)
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Pray With Us
Thanksgiving: James has had the opportunity to form a team of young
men to install a solar power system for the Jubilee School of Discipleship
(a vocational school next to Klinik Jubilee). We are thankful for these
opportunities he has to provide work for our friends, and to have
meaningful conversations about life and faith as they work. Please pray
for more opportunities like this!
Community at Bois Marchand: We continue to become closer with our
neighbors and the congregation at Bois Marchand. We are also learning
the foothold Voudou has in this community, impacting relationships,
choices in medical crises, etc. Specifically, we lost a friend and matriarch
in the community last week, partly due to the decision to take her to local
Voudou practitioners instead of a medical doctor. We are heartbroken as
she was not a follower of Jesus, but we are hopeful that this will open the
door to conversations with her husband and family members who are not
believers. Please pray as we seek to share the truth of the freedom in
Christ with our friends and neighbors. Also pray for the congregation at
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Bois Marchand, that they will be able to reach out to their community with
hope!
Our Family: Abigail returned to the States on Tuesday, and she and Baby
Rucker got a great report from the doctor! She will be in Nashville getting
ready for Baby's arrival in October, and is continuing her administrative
duties at Klinik Jubilee long distance. James will join her toward the end
of September. Please pray for our family as we are apart.

Looking for Partners
We are so thankful for those who have supported us financially thus far- you
make this work possible! We will be sending a more formal fundraising update
soon- we are looking for more financial partners for the next two years, both for
our family, and as sponsors for the microloans program. If you would like to
become a financial partner, follow the instructions below:
On your smartphone, text an amount to 84321. You will receive a link to
set up your new account and confirm the donation. Be sure to specify
your donation is for Ruckers, not General.
On your computer, click the link below. Be sure to specify your donation
is for Ruckers, not General.
Send us an email if you would like your donation to go toward microloans
specifically.
Thank you for your support!

Set Up Giving Online
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Contact Us
writetheruckers@gmail.com
James & Abigail Rucker
3170 Airmans Dr. # 2107 CDP
Ft. Pierce, FL 34946
Westsidear.org/give
HCDP.net
klinikjubilee.com
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Ruckers in Haiti · PO Box 10462 · Russellville, AR 72812 · USA
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