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Restoring New Testament Christianity

Introduction:
1. On June 28, 1804, at Cane Ridge, Kentucky, six men wrote what is know as the “Last

Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery.” This document said that these
men wanted to restore New Testament Christianity.

2. Today we should also be interested in restoring New Testament Christianity.  
3. In this lesson we want to look at six areas where restoration may be needed.

Body:
1. We need  to go back to preaching Christ as the early Christians did.

A. In the first century, Christ was the center of the message.  Study Acts 2, Acts
3:13; Acts 4:20 and 1 Corinthians 2:2.

B. We need to tell the world about Jesus and the life He gave for us on the
cross.

2. We must go back to realizing the importance of the Church.
A. The church is God’s family (Ephesians 2:19; 1 John 3: 1-2).
B. The church is the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:22-33).
C. The church is what the saved are added to (Acts 2: 47).
D. We are to carry out God’s plan of saving the whole world (Mark 16:16).

3. We must go back to the purity of life that the early Christians had.
A. We must preach the pure doctrine of Christ.
B. We must strive to have a pure mind (Proverbs 23: 7).
C. We must strive to live a pure life.  God’s word changes the heart and the

heart changes the life we live.

4. We must go back to spirit of being anxious to work in the kingdom.
A. Those in the first century had a willingness to work.
B. Think of the zeal and the determination you had as a new babe in Christ.  Do

you still have that zeal today?

5. We need to restore sincere gratitude for the salvation given to us.
A. The church in the first century was thankful to God for their salvation.

1. They knew they had crucified the Lord and they wanted the
forgiveness of God.

2. Are we also not guilty of the blood of Jesus?
B. The church in the first century was thankful for the will of God that was

revealed to them only in part.  Should we not be thankful for the completed
will we have today?

6. We need to restore the hope of heaven that they had in their lives.
A. The first century church longed to be with Lord (1 Thessalonians 4).
B. If we set our eyes on things above (Colossians 3:1), we will want to restore the

hope of New Testament Christianity. 
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What Makes Christians Different? 

Introduction: 

1. Are Christians to be different from the world? 

2. If a Christian is one who belongs to Christ, then the answer is yes, because Christ was different  from 

the world (Study John 17; 1 Pet. 4:4). 

3. In this lesson we want to consider the question: “What makes Christians different?”. 
 

Body: 

1. The Bible teaches Christians are different than the world because:  

 A. They are called or summoned out from the world by the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14). 

 B. They are no longer walking according to the course of this world (Eph. 2: 1-6). 

 C. They are called to be holy (1 Pet. 1: 15-16). 

 D. They are called to be perfect (Matt. 5:48). 
 

2. Two ways that some will view Christianity in view of these teachings. 

 A. Some will view Christians as no better than themselves by saying he or she is no better  

  than I am, and they are a Christian. If this view is ever correct something is wrong in the  

  life of that Christian. 

 B. Some will view these teachings and say things like the following: 

  1. I am not good enough to be a Christian.  Who is? 

  2. I cannot live the Christian life perfectly yet, so I am going to wait until I can live it  

   perfectly before I become a Christian.  A Christian will never be perfect in the sense 

   that they will be without sin. 
 

3. Christians are different not because of sinless perfection, but ─ 

 A. Sins that are forgiven. 

  1. A Christian is one who’s sins have been forgiven when they obeyed the gospel and  

  had their sins washed away (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6: 1-4, Rev. 1:5). 

  2. All Christians are going to sin (1 Jn. 1: 8). 

  3. But a Christian who confesses his sins and walks in the light is continually cleansed  

  by the blood of Jesus from their sins (1 Jn. 9, 7). 

 B. A goal to be perfect like God. 

  1. God commands holiness and perfection (Matt. 5:48; 1 Pet. 1:16). 

  2. We have not reached that goal of perfection but press on toward that mark with  

   strength from Christ (Phil 3: 12-16, 4:13). 

  3. Faithful Christians labor daily to bring their lives into harmony with the will of Christ  

  (1 Cor. 9:27). 

 C. A sinless destiny.  

  1. This life can be a constant struggle with sin and ungodliness (Rom. 7: 14-24). 

  2. In this body we are to wait or desire the redemption of this body of death (Rom. 8:23-5; 

   2 Cor. 5: 1-7, Phil. 3: 20, 21). 
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