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Corinth: A Church Out of Focus 
 
Introduction: 
1. Life is sometimes like and eye exam.  Sometimes things are not as clear as they need to be, 

sometimes things are fuzzy, and sometimes things just get out of focus. 
2. It's easy to lose focus, it's easy to get off course, it's easy and sometimes deadly to miss the target. 
3. In this lesson we want to look at the church at Corinth a church out of focus. 
 
Body: 

1.  Corinth ─ a look at a church out of focus. They were out of focus because they ─  
 A. Forgot they were called to be sanctified saints who call on or follow the Lord (1:2). 
 B. Forgot to focus Christ and the cross more, instead of personalities and favorites. 
 C.   Forgot the power of the gospel by relying on the wisdom of the world (1: 17- 25). 
 D. Forgot a to glorify Christ and focus on His greatness. 
  1. They were divided over who was the greatest, wisest, and best of the church. 
  2. Paul reminded them that not many who were wise according to the flesh, or  
   mighty, or noble were called (1:26).  
 E. Forgot what kind of relationship needed to exist between them as members of the 

  kingdom. Paul reminded them that ─ 
  1. They were thinking as carnal people and not spiritual people (3:1-4). 
  2. Those who led them to Christ had been united and had worked together for the 

common cause of Christ (3: 5-8). 
  3. They were to fellow workers who were to build up and edify the church (3:9-23). 
 F. Forgot that unrepented sin can destroy Christians and harm the church (1 Cor. 5). 
 G. Forgot the power and purpose of worship (1 Cor. 11;14).   
 H. Forgot to realize that every member is important as they sought preeminence over each 
  other in the area of spiritual gifts (1 Cor.12). 
 

2. How could the church get back in focus?  They had to remember ─ 
 A. That they were called to be saints who were sanctified for the Lord’s work (1:2).  
 B. The power and the beauty of the gospel and the power of the cross (2:2; 9; 15:1-4).   
 C. The importance of building on the foundation of Jesus (3:13). 
 D. To focus on the fact that they belonged to Christ and were to be imitators of Him (3:23;  
  11:1). 
 E. The importance of keeping the church pure by seeking to restore the erring (Gal. 6:1) and  
  withdrawing from those who refuse to repent (2 Thess. 3:6).  
 F. That every member of the body of Christ is important (1 Cor. 12). 

 F. The power of love, the more excellent way. (1 Cor. 12: 31-13:13). 
 G. The hope of the resurrection (1 Cor. 15). 
  
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
1. Are we a focused body of the Lord's people today? 
2. Are you focused as a Christian today? 
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The Simplicity of Prayer 

1 Kings 18: 21-41 

Introduction: 

1. Many prayers in the Bible teach us that our prayers to God do not need to be always complex 

 petitions filled with lofty words, but simple declarations of faith.  The model prayer in Matthew  6: 9-12 

 only has about seventy words in it. 

2. Elijah’s prayer in 1 Kings 18: 36-37 has only about sixty-four words in it, but these words  remind us that 

 even in “simple” prayers there is power, and it also reminds us of some key elements that need to 

 be in our prayers. 
 

Body: 
 

 1.  The Prayer (v. 36). 

   A. A Simple Prayer Directed to The Right Source. 

    1. The people had been praying the pagan gods and to Baal from morning to evening  

    and verse 29 we read: “But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid   

    attention. 

    2. Elijah prayed to the “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel.” 

B.  A Sincere Prayer — “I am thy Servant.”  Elijah realized his position before God and just as 

 David did in 1 Samuel 17:47, he knew God gives the victory. 

C.  A Surrendered Prayer — “I have done all things at thy word.”  Elijah had completely 

 obeyed God.  If we abide in Him and His Words abide in us, our prayers will be answered 

 (John 15:7). 

2.  The Plea (v. 37). 

A.  A Special Plea — “O Lord.” Here Elijah was praying directly to God: 

 1.   The Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father which art in heaven.” 

 2. Note Jesus’ words, “If you ask any thing in my name, I will do it” (John 14:14). 

 3. Note the simple promises of prayer in Matthew 7:7–9. 

B.  A Spiritual Plea — “Turn their hearts back again.” Here Elijah was praying “in God’s will.” Many 

 times, prayers are not answered the way we want them to be. Why? Here are just a few reasons: 

 1. Sin in a person’s life (Psalm 66:18).  

 2. Wrong asking and asking for selfish reasons (James 4:3).  

 3. Praying not according to God’s Will (1 John 5:14–15). 

 4. Disobedience (Deuteronomy 1:42–46). Obedience brings an answer! 

 5. Patience—Not God’s time yet to answer, be patient. 

C.  Note: Elijah’s prayers were answered because there was no hindrance to his prayers. Before you 

pray examine your heart and life, and God’s Word seeing if it is His will. 

3.  THE POWER (vs. 38–39). 

A.  God sent fire down to prove He was God and that He was in control. God is still in control today. 

B.  Our response to all prayers should be the same as the people on that day, “The Lord, He is God!   

  The Lord, He is God. 

Conclusion: 

1. May God help us to pray as we should. 

2. The most important part of our prayers may be the faith in which they are prayed.  
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