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How to Become a Servant 

Philippians 2:5-8 

 

Introduction: 

1. We sometimes sing the song that has these words: “Lord, make me a servant, make 

 me like you.” 

2. The words of this song express the attitude that we should have as servants, and 

 our text tells us how to become a servant like Jesus. 

 

Body: 

 

To Become a Servant Like Jesus We Must ─ 

 

1. Look to the Needs or Interests of Others and Have the Desire to Serve (v. 4). 

 A. Christ became a servant because He saw the need of mankind for a savior,  

  even before the world began (1 Peter 1:19-20). 

 B. Seeing the needs of others and having the desire to meet them is necessary 

  if we want to be servants. 

 

2. Have the Mind or Attitude of Christ.    

 A. Christ came to serve (Mark 10:45). 

 B. Christ was willing to pay a great price to become a servant.  Christ was  

  willing to ─ 

 1. Lay aside his “divine” nature (vs 6-7). 

 2. Give up his home in heaven for a little while as he lived here on  

  earth. 

  a. Think about what your home means to you. 

  b. Think about what heaven must be like (Read Revelation 21  

   and 22). 

 3. Take the form of a bondservant and come in the likeness of man.  

  Think of what Jesus went through as the son of Man. 

C. Christ humbled himself to the point of death on the cross. 

 

Conclusion: 

1. Are you willing to become a servant like Christ? 

2. May each of us say, “Lord, make me a servant, make me like you.” 
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 Breaking the Alabaster Box 
 Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14: 3-9; John 12: 1-8 
Introduction: 
1. The setting of our text takes place at a unique time in the life of our Lord. 

A. Lazarus had been raised from grave after being dead for four days (John 11:39). 
B. The Jews had begun planning their final plot to kill Jesus (Matthew 26: 1-5). 
C. It would be after this feast that Judas would make plans to betray Jesus (Matthew 26: 

14-16). 
D. The time of the Lord’s death was only a few days away (John 12:1). 

2. It was also on this occasion that Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha would minister unto 
Jesus in a special way. 

3. In this lesson we want notice some things about Mary’s decision to break the alabaster box. 
 
Body: 
1. Mary realized how special Jesus was and did what she could for Him when she had the 

opportunity. 
A. This is evidenced on another occasion when Jesus had a meal at the home of Mary 

and Martha in Luke 10.  It was on this occasion that Martha was busy serving, but 
Mary sat at feet of Jesus and heard his word (Luke 10: 39-40). 

B. During the meal at Simon’s house Mary broke open a very costly bottle of ointment 
and anointed the feet of Jesus and dried them with her hair (John 12:3). 

C. The sad thing about both occasions is that Mary’s acts were misunderstood and 
despised.  Martha felt like she was just getting out of work and Judas thought she was 
being wasteful.  People will sometime misunderstand us when we try to live for Jesus 
and work for Him. 

 
2. Mary was willing to sacrifice and give the absolute best to Jesus. 

A. Matthew called her gift precious, Mark said it was costly, and John said it was very 
precious. 

B. Judas said that the gift was worth a year’s salary (it is said that the 300 denarii in John 
12:5 was equal to about one year’s wages). 

C. Are we willing to give our absolute best to Jesus? 
 

3. Mary may not have realized how much good she did, but her act was beautiful, and it 
made an impact. 
A. She may have not realized that Jesus was about to be crucified, but He said she was 

anointing His body for burial (Mark 14:8). 
B. The ointment gave off a beautiful fragrance (John 12:3), but Jesus said wherever the 

gospel was preached, the act of Mary would also become a memorial to her (Mark 
14:9). 

C. We may not realize how much difference our good deeds and kindness to others will 
make or what reception they will receive.  However, we must be willing to break open 
our “alabaster boxes” in the service of Jesus and of one another. 

D. What we do as Christians will have an impact on a lost and dying world.  What we do 
may have just have enough impact to lead someone to Jesus. 


