
Southside Church of Christ                   A.M. Lesson                 May 19, 2019 

 

Faith:  Man’s Response to Grace 

Ephesians 2 :4-10 

Introduction: 

1. Our text is perhaps one of the most misunderstood texts in the religious world and sometimes in the 

   church. 

 A. Some teach that man does not have to do anything to be saved, that salvation is by  

  grace and not works. 

 B. Others teach that salvation comes by obedience to God’s will in response to His grace. 

2. In this lesson we want to: Consider the meaning of grace and faith; Consider the correlation 

 between grace and faith; and Consider how we need to respond the grace of God. 
 

Body: 

1. The meaning of grace and faith. 

 A. The meaning of grace. 

  1. Definition most of us “grew up” with ─ Grace is the unmerited or unearned favor of God. 

  2. According to the Nelson New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, grace can be defined as  

   favor or kindness shown without regard to the worth or merit of the one who 

    receives it in spite of what one deserves. 

 B. The meaning of faith. 

  1. Definition we “grew up” with in Hebrews 11:1. (This is more a description of  

    faith than a definition of what faith is.) 

  2. Nelson New Illustrated Bible Dictionary defines biblical faith as a belief in or  

   confident attitude toward God, involving commitment to His will for one’s life. 
 

2. The correlation between grace and faith. 

 A. The correlation between faith and grace can be seen in the first time the word grace or  

  favor appears in the Bible in Genesis 6:8 and in connection with Hebrews 11:7. 

 B. Three Questions: 

  1. Was Noah saved by grace? Yes, that is what made his salvation possible.  

  2. Was Noah saved by faith? Yes, that is what led to his obedience and made his  

   salvation possible. 

  3. Was Noah saved by obedience? Yes, in response to God’s grace. 

  4. Noah then was saved because he found grace or favor with God and had faith  

   enough to do exactly what God told him to do. 

 C. Salvation today comes when men respond to the grace of God that is seen in the cross  

  of Jesus by obeying what God says they need to do to be saved. 

  1. Paul said the grace of God had appeared to all men (Titus 2:11). 

  2. Salvation is possible because of grace, but one must be obedient to the gospel to  

  encounter blood of Jesus that washes our sins away (Romans 6: 3-4, Eph. 1:7;   

  Rev. 1.5). 
 

3. Faith: Man’s Response to Grace. 

 A. We should respond to grace shown on the cross of Jesus with an obedient faith that  

  produces a life lived for Christ. 

 B. Consider these verses two passages: Titus 2:11–14, Ephesians 2: 10.  

  

4. A few final thoughts about grace. 

 A. In past, I believe that the church has not stressed the grace of God enough in fear of  

  sounding like those who teach, you can’t fall from grace. 



 B. God wants those who are His to have the knowledge and assurance of salvation (1  

   John 1:7,1 John 5:13) and the importance of believing that God’s grace reaches them. 

 C. We need to realize that we cannot be faithful enough, good enough, or obedient enough 

  to be saved without the amazing, marvelous grace of God. 

  

Conclusion: 

1. Have you been obedient to gospel of Jesus that can bring you into contact with the grace of 

 God? 

2. Have you responded as you should to the saving grace that God has so abundantly bestowed on 

 us? 
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How Does God React When We Mess Up? 

Luke 15:11-34 
Introduction: 
1. Have you ever messed up in life?  I mean really messed up.  I have and I am sure you have. 
2. How many of us have been lost in messiness of sin?   
3. There’s good news God and Christ can help clean up a messed-up life? In fact, Jesus spent most of 

His time with people who had messed up. 
4. Christ’s parable concerning the prodigal son deals with cleaning up a messed-up life. 
 
Body: 
1. Five steps leading to a messed-up life. 
 A.  A sinful imagination leads to a sinful life.  Proverbs 6:18 describes “a heart that devices 

wicked plans.” 
 B. Giving in to sensual or lustful pleasures leads one to that “far away country” of sin.  For 

whatever reason the prodigal son was not satisfied enough to live in his father’s house. 
 C. A false security of thinking temporal things can offer greater pleasure than serving the Lord 

and that “living for the devil” is worth it.  
 D. A desire for self-sufficiency led the prodigal away from his father. Many feel they can live their 

lives sufficiently enough without God. 
 E. The prodigal may have been well off financially, but he ended up spiritually bankrupt.  He 

found himself hungry, lost, and alone in “pig pen of sin”. 
 
2. How do you clean up a messed-up life? 
 A. We must realize our condition and desire to change.  The prodigal “came to himself” and saw 

his condition. 
 B. We must be willing to repent(change) the way we are living and start back towards God. 
 C. We must want and seek reconciliation. 
 D. We must accept the redemption offered by God.  The prodigal would have become like a 

servant, but his father (God) wanted to treat him like a son. 
 E. We must rejoice that have “passed from death to life” (verse 24). 
 
Conclusion: 
1. God can clean up any life, not matter how messed-up it is.  
2. We simply need to find our way to Him and obey His will. 

 


