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 As I wrote in my previous report, Brenda and I left Nepal on February 26, flying that 

evening to Dhaka, Bangladesh. After spending the night in Dhaka we drove early the next 

morning to Khulna, arriving at Khulna Bible College in the early afternoon on Friday, March 27. 

We spent the weekend settling into our apartment on campus and preparing for classes at KBC to 

begin Monday, April 2. 

 The session began well with all of our students who began the 2019-20 school year in 

attendance and with me teaching two courses, Hebrew History I (the books of Genesis – 

Deuteronomy) and Revelation. However, that did not last long. By the next weekend we began to 

wonder if we should not make plans for an early departure because of the Corona Virus epidemic 

that was ravaging China and Europe. 

 By Monday, March 9 we had decided to remain in Bangladesh and monitor the situation 

as closely as possible. But things changed quickly at mid-week. Thursday morning (March 12) 

we woke to learn of President Trump’s address to the nation, and his cessation of travel to the 

U.S. from Europe. That same day we saw the proclamation of Covid-19 as a Pandemic, the 

suspension of the NBA season, and the announcement that March Madness (NCAA National 

Championship Tournament) would play to empty arenas, if at all. Only a day or so earlier 

Bangladesh had announced the first 3 cases of Covid-19 in the country.  

 Those near-simultaneous events convinced us that we needed to return to the U.S. as 

quickly as possible. We communicated with our travel agent in Alabama and with her help were 

able to book tickets for a 3:25 a.m. flight from Dhaka to Doha, Qatar, with connections on to 

Chicago and Huntsville, AL. Friday, March 13 we drove to Dhaka and went to the airport where 

we waited until time to check in for our flight.  The trip home was uneventful. Our plane from 

Doha to Chicago was filled with ex-patriot Americans from many countries in Asia and Africa 

returning home as we were. 

 During our brief stay we were able to do two things other than teach and work at KBC. 

First was to honor KBC’s retiring head cook, George Sardar with a retirement ceremony and 

dinner on Sunday, March 1. He officially retired on February 29 after 23 years of service to the 

school. He has been replaced by Mr. Aujit Biswas, from Khulna, who, like George, has several 

years’ experience at institutional cooking.  

 Also, on Sunday March 8 the administrators and I drove to Merherpur in extreme west 

Bangladesh to visit with Tapon Sarker and worship with his family and the church that meets in 

his home.  There are 6 members in Merherpur, other than Tapon and his wife. 
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 The remainder of March was spent in our home in Alabama, as we self-quarantined for 2 

weeks as instructed.  We have finished that period now, but remain at home except for very 

occasional trips for necessary food, medicines, and other essentials.  We both remain well, and 

thankful to be home. 

 A few days after our arrival I talked by phone with the administrators of KBC and we 

agreed to close the college after giving mid-term exams. Students received grades and full credit 

for the classes they were taking, and our third year students qualified for graduation. 

 Bangladesh has closed all long distance travel within the country. Our students were able 

to travel to their homes just before that order took effect and all are there now. The college is 

practicing extreme security and sanitation measures, limiting travel off campus, not allowing 

visitors, and cleaning / sanitizing thoroughly and regularly. No one there, and no member of the 

Church in Bangladesh (or Nepal) has contracted the virus to our knowledge. There were less than 

100 cases of  Covid-19 in Bangladesh at last word. Nepal has only a very few. 

 We ask for your prayers for the churches and preachers in Nepal and Bangladesh and for 

all those at Khulna Bible College. We do not know when the school will reopen but are prayerful 

that that time will come sooner rather than later. Meanwhile the Lord’s work in South Asia 

continues and your support is still needed. May God help us overcome this global pandemic very 

quickly. 
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