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Paul’s Guide to Christian Maturity 

Philippians 3: 15-21 

Introduction: 

1. Last week we discussed the subject of Christian Maturity as we considered the meaning of 

 Christian maturity, the marks of Christian maturity, and the marring of Christian maturity or marks 

 of immaturity. 

2. Today we want to consider Paul’s words to the mature in our text and Paul’s life as an example of 

 what it means to be mature in Christ. 
 

Body: 

Paul’s Guide to Christian Maturity Includes a 
 

1. Plan to Follow (vs. 15-16).  Paul’s Plan Involves an ─ 

 A. Acceptance of the fact that God expects maturity in Christ and that He has equipped them  

  with the things necessary to achieve that goal (v. 15). 

 B. Attitude expressed by Paul in verses seven to fourteen. 
  

2. Pattern or Example to Follow (v. 17).   

 A. Paul uses the examples Christ (Phil. 2: 5-8) and himself as having the attitude or mindset  

  necessary for pleasing God. 

 B. Paul’s pattern or example of maturity involved: 

  1. A life of surrender that started on the road of Damascus when he asked, “Lord,  

   what do you want me to do?” (Acts 9:6). 

  2. A life of sacrifice, of even his own life (Phil.1:20), so that he could follow Christ. 

  3. A life of service. Paul served Jesus from the time he became a Christian up to the  

   time of his death. 
 

3. Realization of the Problems Faced on the Road to Maturity (vs. 18-19). 

 A. Paul knew there would enemies of the cross of Jesus (v. 18). 

 B. Paul knew that some would give into sinful practices (v. 19).  Paul knew some would ─ 

  1. Serve the god of their belly by giving into sinful desires. Eat, drink, and be merry. 

  2. Glory in their sin or shame, instead of being sorrowful. 

  3. Set their mind on earthly things that would lead to their destruction (Col. 3:1).   
 

4. Change of Citizenship (Conversation, KJV). (vs. 20 -21). 

 A. Christians are to be in this world, but not of this world, because their citizenship is in  

  heaven (v. 20). 

  1. Jesus called His apostles and followers “out” of this world (John 17). 

  2. Peter referred to Christians as strangers and pilgrims (1Peter 1:1, 2:11). 

 B. Christians need to long for heaven and a new body (v. 21; 1 John 3. 2). 

 

As a Christian Are You Following Paul’s Plan for Christian Maturity? 

 

If Every Christian Were Like You, What Kind of Church Would This Be? 
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There is a Time to . . .  

Introduction: 

1. There are many ways to view time. 

 A. Benjamin Franklin said, “Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time, for    

  time is the stuff that life is made of. 

 B. Someone said, “When you kill time, there is no resurrection.” 

 C. Some Japanese Proverbs about time: “Live today the fullest. Remember it’s    

  the first day of the rest of your life.”; “Yesterday is a cancelled check.  Tomorrow is a   

  promissory note.  Today is the only cash you have─ spend it wisely.”; and “Tomorrow  

  there will be another wind blowing.” 

2. The Bible speaks of time. 

 A. Solomon spoke of time in Ecclesiastes 3: 1-9. Listen to verse one, “To everything there is  

  a season, A time for every purpose under heaven.”  

 B. Paul talked about redeeming the time in Ephesians 5:16 and Colossians 4:5. 

3. In this lesson we want to consider the thought: “There is a time to . . .” 
 

Body: 
 

There is a time to . . .  
 

1. Live to Serve.   Christians are to live to serve ─ 

 A. God.  Man was created to serve God. Consider these verses:  Deuteronomy 6:13, 13:4;  

  1 Sam. 12:24; Matt. 4:10; Rev. 22:3. 

 B. Others.  Serving one another is proof of our love for one another (Matt. 22:39) and of the  

  fact we are following the example of Christ (Mark 10: 45). 
 

2. Love.  Christians need to love ─ 

 A. Patiently.  This is part of walking in wisdom towards those who are without and of loving  

  others the way God loves us. 

 B. Prayerfully.  Christians who truly love one another will pray for one another. 

 

3. Learn.  Christians are to learn ─ 

 A. God’s will and word (Psa. 143:10; Pro. 3:5,6; 2 Tim. 2:15). 

 B. Wisdom as they apply the knowledge of God’s will (James 1:5; Col. 1:28). 

 C. How to carry the “burden” of Christ (Matt. 11: 28-30). 

 

4. Look.  Christians are to look ─ 

 A. Up to God (Prov. 3:6; Col.  3:1). 

 B. In at themselves to see if they are in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5). 

 C. Out to see others (Rom. 12: 13; Phil. 2: 4; Gal. 6:2). 

 

May God Help Us as We Seek to Serve Him During our Sojourn on Earth. 
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