
 

 

   

Characteristics of Jesus’ Ministry 
  

 There has never been a greater example on this earth of 

what we ought to strive for than Jesus the Christ. He has done all 

things well (Mark 7:37), and Christians desire to be conformed to 

His image (Romans 8:29). So, as we seek to minister to the world 

around us, what characteristics of Christ’s ministry should we 

seek to imitate? Jesus taught: 

 Repentance. Jesus came to call sinners to repentance 

(Matthew 4:17; 9:13). Repentance means a change of mind      

followed by a change of action. We must conform our thoughts to 

God’s and conform our actions as well. As Christians, we are duty

-bound to imitate Jesus’ preaching on repentance (Luke 24:46-47; 

Acts 17:30).  

 Discipling. A disciple is a learner or imitator of another. 

Jesus called disciples by telling them to follow Him, and He prom-

ised to make them fishers of men (Matt. 4:19). He also told them 

the way to true discipleship is to abide in His word (John 8:31). As 

Christians, we are commanded to make disciples (Matt. 28:18-

20). The teachings of Christ must be handed down (2 Tim. 2:2).  

 Healing. In addition to preaching repentance and making 

disciples, Jesus also healed (Matt. 4:23). This was confirmation of 

Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah (Matt. 8:16-17; Isaiah 

53:4) and also an expression of His compassion (Matt. 14:14).  

While we cannot heal diseases, we should certainly express      
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based on God and our hope in our home with Him in heaven. 

Brad Tolbert via Bulletin Digest 
 

Children Need Instruction 
  

 Proverbs shows the need for children to pay attention to   

instruction. Solomon admonishes his son to pay attention to his 

parents (Prov. 1:8-9) and to recognize the fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom (Prov. 1:7). Children also need to 

be shown how to put those things into practice. The Bible says to 

acknowledge the Lord in all your ways (Prov. 3:6), which means 

everything we do should be shaped by the wisdom of God. If     

parents live this way, it will be more likely that our children will do 

the same.  

Matt Clifton via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Inez Cline 

saw her surgeon on Wednesday. Everything was fine, and the 

biopsy of the lymph nodes was clear. Vince Gay remains in the 

Methodist University Hospital in Memphis after kidney and liver 

transplants. Jim Bangs saw his doctor Tuesday, and his     

medicine was changed. Let’s pray this works.   

  

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Kathy Atkins, 

Joyce Blevins, Sue Bullard, Dave Clark, Inez Cline, Bill Coles, 

Buddy Colton, Hannah Cupp, Mildred Duncan, J.D. Everett,   

Nathan Fike, Bob Harris, Melvin Hudson, Lula Massey, Mark 

May, Willene McGuffey, Michael Reed, and Sam Ed Simmons 

(Patsy Thomas’ nephew) 

  
 

Children's Home Shopping List: Bleach 
 

Truth for Today Commentary: The Truth for Today    

commentary on the second part of Mark is now here. The cost is 

$32.00 each. Please make your checks payable to the church. 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of 

the children of Romania, please give your donation to Tammy 

Harris. 
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compassion (Gal. 6:1-2,10; James 5:19-20). We can also offer the       

life-saving gospel, which is able to save (Rom. 1:16). 

 If we call Jesus our great example, we should certainly go 

about preaching repentance, making disciples, and offering the  

healing gospel. Do you imitate Jesus in these ways? 

Matt Clifton via Bulletin Digest 
 

Six Sources of Joy 
  

 First, it was taught by Jesus. “Blessed are you when     

people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject 

your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day 

and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is 

how their ancestors treated the prophets” (Luke 6:22-23). When we 

are persecuted because of our belief in Christ, Jesus said “We will 

have a reward in heaven.” 

 Second, it comes from the Holy Spirit, not our own       

efforts or imagination or family upbringing. “But the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,        

faithfulness…” (Galatians 5:22). 

 Third, it comes from belonging to the Kingdom of 

God. “The Kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but 

of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 

14:17). 

 Fourth, it comes through faith from believing in 

God. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 

trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13). 

 Fifth, it comes from knowing Jesus as Lord. “Rejoice in 

the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4)! 

 Sixth, it comes from the growing and building that      

tribulation can have on our lives. “We rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance         

produces character, and character produces hope” (Romans 5:3-4). 

 Our joy cannot be based on our earthly circumstances, for 

they are not in our control and are only temporary. Our hope and our 

joy must be based on something more permanent. Our joy must be 


