
 

 

  

Why Do You Give? 
  

 “Isn’t it enough to give? As long as I’m giving, does it 

matter why? Does it really matter what my motivation is?” Think 

about this for a moment and consider what Scripture has to 

teach us. 

 Much of the giving in the early church was done to help 

brethren who were in need (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:16-24; Rom. 

15:25-27). Giving was also done in order that preachers and  

elders who labored in the word might be financially supported (1 

Cor. 9:1-14; 1 Tim. 5:17-18; Phil. 4:14-19). An early example of 

this kind of giving is in Acts 4:32-5:11, in which we read of a  

significant difference between givers in Acts 4 and givers in Acts 

5. 

 In Acts 4, the early church was “of one heart and one 

soul,” to the extent that no one would “say that any of the things 

he possessed was his own” (4:32). These brethren were not  

focused on themselves or on what they owned. They were     

focused instead on those brethren who “lacked” and were “in 

need” (4:34-35). So, they “sold” some of their possessions, 

“brought the proceeds…and laid them at the apostles’ feet.” 

Barnabas was such a Christian. His motivation in giving was not  
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in when he returns to Mountain Meadows. Brad Strother ’s  

mother Vida Strother is in the ICU at W.R.M.C. recovering from 

a stroke and pneumonia. Bonita Bangs will have a test done on 

Thursday. Rocky Hardin, Gary Hardin’s dad, had heart valve 

surgery on Tuesday at St. Vincent’s in Little Rock. Brandon 

Paluck had an appointment at Arkansas Children’s Hospital. He 

got a good report. 
 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Kathy Adkin, 

Bill Barker, Inez Cline, Buddy and Laura Colton, Fern Franks, 

Bob Harris, Melvin Hudson, Joel and Lou Massey, and Molly 

Slayden 
 

Southside School Holiday Gifts: If you would like to help 

with the Southside School program for children in need this   

holiday season, the list of items that are needed is on the table 

in the back of the auditorium. A box to put your donations in is in 

the back of the auditorium, as well. The donations will be        

delivered to the school on Friday, December 13, so please have 

the items here by Wednesday, December 11. See Randy or 

Tammy Harris if you have any questions.  
 

Reason to Rejoice: Samantha Davis was restored this past 

week and has expressed her desire to be a member here at 

Southside. We rejoice with Samantha and welcome her!         

Samantha’s address is 174 Nelson Lane, Batesville, AR 72501. 

Her phone number is (870) 612-7357, and her birthday is       

December 26.  
 

 

Children's Home Shopping List: Paper Towels 
 

Youth Devotional: There will be a youth devotional here at 

the church building on Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

Gospel Minutes: The Gospel Minutes issues that were lost 

in the mail have arrived. They are on the table in the back of the 

auditorium, along with this week’s issue. Pick some up to read 

and to share with others. 
 

Elders, Preachers, and Wives Meeting: The Elders, 

Preachers, and Wives Meeting will be on Thursday, December 

12 at Harrison Street at 10:00 a.m. 
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himself—it was not to receive accolades or any attention. His focus 

was on the joy of giving and the need of his brethren. 

 In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira followed the external pattern 

of giving (i.e. sold a possession, brought the money, and laid it at 

the apostles’ feet). But it is apparent that their motivation was       

different. It can be surmised from the text that the motivation of    

Ananias and Sapphira’s giving was attention and accolades that 

might come upon themselves, rather than truly being motivated by 

those who were in need. This can be traced to other passages in the 

New Testament. 

 In the life of Jesus, we find a similar contrast made on two 

different occasions. In Mark 12, Jesus observed the difference     

between the rich who came and gave their gifts and a poor widow 

who came and gave only two mites (12:41-44). The noted difference 

was not on the amount of the gift. The difference was the heart, the 

focus, the motivation. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus            

condemned those who give (like Ananias and Sapphira) “to be seen 

by [men]” (Matt. 6:1). Jesus went on to teach that our giving should 

never be done to draw attention to ourselves but to focus on the 

“Father who sees,” so that we are not the focus (6:1-4). 

 When you give, why do you give? When you are given a  

special opportunity to give (or as Jesus talked about, “doing a    

charitable deed”), do you do it for you or for the one being served? 

Think about it. It makes a heavenly difference! 
 

Austin Wright via Bulletin Digest 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Chance     

Carlton has asked us to remember his co-worker Dusty Powers 

and her son Dustin Kinion in our prayers. Dustin is 17 years old 

and has chronic pancreatitis. He is having TPIAT surgery to     

remove his pancreas on December 23. The surgery will be done 

in Ohio. Dusty and Dustin will be unable to work for 6-8 weeks 

while they are in Ohio. If you would like to give money to help 

them at this time, please give your donation to one of the elders. 

Robert Sherrill is in the ICU at W.R.M.C. Hospice will be called 


