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 Like most of you, I expect, I am happy in many ways to put 2020 behind me. That year 

presented many challenges and even threats – to health, national unity, economic stability, job 

security – just to name a few. Our work, at least in terms of physically traveling to South Asia 

for mission campaigns and to most congregations for reports, was slowed down tremendously. 

We continue to face the reality that those trips will not be resumed for at least a few more 

months. 

 Yet we have continued to be active in many ways and the work in Bangladesh and Nepal 

has progressed, even without our physical presence.  Thanks to modern technology I have been 

speaking each month on a Bible “webinar” hosted by the Nepal Learning Center, using the media 

connection Zoom. My most recent appearance on this format was December 29 when I was 

honored to speak at the virtual graduation exercises of the Center. Twelve students completed 

their one year long course of instruction at that time. 

 Also in December I wrote the first issue (dated January, 2021) of a new publication 

entitled “Stirrings.” The name is based on Hebrews 10:24, where we are encouraged to “Stir up 

one another to love and good works.” This monthly paper is designed for preachers and other 

Christian leaders to encourage and motivate them in their ministries and to provide useful 

illustrations, lesson ideas, and other materials for their work. This first issue has already been 

translated and mailed within each country. 

 After more than two years of searching for land in Varoshapur village in southern 

Bangladesh, property was purchased in December and registered in the name of the Church of 

Christ there. Funds are already available for the building of a permanent church building and 

construction will begin very soon. We are grateful for this answer to our prayers. 

 Preachers in Nepal continue to visit new areas, though with greater difficulty because of 

Covid concerns and restrictions. Some mature Christians (not all of whom are full time 

preachers) have motorcycles or other personal transportation and are using them to encourage 

other congregations as well as to evangelize where no congregations yet exist. Use of public 

transportation is still risky. Most churches are now worshipping on Sundays together, though 

there are some who remain isolated because of the virus.  

 I continued to teach classes at Highland Park on Sunday and Wednesday evenings 

throughout December. Some of these have been virtual classes, available through live streaming 

via Facebook and You Tube.  

 As we enter 2021 we pray that restrictions will soon be eased and removed altogether, 

and that we will be able to resume full participation in the work in Bangladesh and Nepal. We 

also pray that God will direct us toward additional sources of funding for that work, and that he 

will prosper all of our present supporters so that you can continue and even increase your 

generous gifts. We have retained almost all of our committed support in spite of the difficulties 

faced by many congregations and families. However I have not been able to travel to pursue new 



sources or to solicit new and unbudgeted funds, which historically make up a significant part of 

our resources. If you are able to help us as we begin this new year we would greatly appreciate it, 

and your contributions will make a huge impact on the preaching of the gospel “in remote 

places” (Acts 1:8). 
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