
 

 

   

 

 

Read the Manual! 
 

When was the last time you bought something (anything) 

new? Like most of us, you probably pulled out the new product, 

proceeded to put it together or plug it in to use based on your   

previous experience with the product, only to discover that you 

have that one bolt extra that should probably go somewhere in or 

on that new product! I am not fond of manuals—too much reading 

necessary to get to the “practical” instructions. I spend more time 

trying to decipher the pictures detailing the assembly process, and 

never mind how it actually works or is to be maintained for peak 

performance. Besides, I know how to put together a new product 

and how to keep it maintained! Even though manuals are some-

what tedious, repetitive with the “obvious,” and full of what I would 

consider “useless” material, there is a purpose for manuals. 

Life comes with a manual. Unfortunately, the tendency is to 

toss the manual aside, suggesting we know how everything is to 

work, and just kind of “wing it”! But time after time we find         

ourselves asking the question “Why” or “What am I supposed to 

do next?” We face situations difficult to deal with and questions 

which we find difficult to answer. Or maybe we find ourselves  

feeling hopeless and do not know which way to turn. 

The manual for life is the Bible. God created the heavens 
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and the earth, placed man in the garden to cultivate it and keep 

it, and warned of dangers ahead (Gen. 1:1; 2:15-17). That is a 

manual I think I could have followed, but as simple and plain as it 

seems, man chose to ignore the manual, following his own   

thinking and bringing into the world sin and death. The manual 

has slowly been revealed over time (Eph. 9:10; Heb. 1:1-2), but 

many times with man choosing to discard the manual and “make 

it on his own.” Cue up the words of Dr. Phil, “And how is that 

working for you?” 

Before we boast too loudly at our ability to follow the   

manual, when was the last time you opened the manual and read 

through it? Have you read through it in its entirety? When was 

the last time you read more than a couple of verses in one       

sitting? And just like some of the product manuals I have read, 

there are parts of God’s manual that may appear to be tedious, 

hard to read, and at first do not look applicable to life today. But 

on further examination, we will find God’s manual to be just what 

we need to guide us through this life to life everlasting! “For My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” 

declares the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than 

your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9).  

Paul Mowrer via Bulletin Digest 
  

 
Ten Thoughts to Start the Day from Psalms  

116 and 118 
 

1. This is the day the Lord hath made: we will rejoice and be glad 

in it. 

2. I will praise Thee; for thou hast heard me, and art become my 

salvation. 

3. The Lord is on my side; I will not fear; what can man do unto 

me? 

4. The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my          

(Continued from page 1) salvation. 

5. I love the Lord, because He hath heard my voice and             

supplications. 

6. Because He hath inclined His ear unto me, therefore will I call 

upon Him as long as I live. 

7. I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

8. I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His 

people. 

9. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 

10. Thou art my God, and I will praise thee; thou art my God, and I 

will exalt thee. 

via Bulletin Digest 

 

Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God 

commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto 

a faithful Creator. — 1 Peter 4:19 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Jean Gray went to the 

doctor this past Monday to see how she was healing from her foot 

surgery. She received a good report and will return tomorrow to 

have the stitches removed. Lula Massey is still recovering from 

her fall. She is somewhat better. Continue to pray for Stephanie 

Crawford, Frances Foster’s niece. Her biopsy came back positive. 

She will be taking an iodine tablet to treat it, which should take 

care of the cancer.  
 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Inez Cline, Bill Coles, 

Buddy Colton, Hannah Cupp, Sandra Davidson, Robert and 

Frances Foster and family, Bob Harris, Melvin Hudson, Mark May, 

Willene McGuffey, J.B. Milligan, Michael Reed, Sam Ed Simmons 

(Patsy Thomas’ nephew), and Corrine Tate  

 

Children's Home Shopping List: Corn Chips 
 

Youth Devo: This month’s youth devo will be tonight after the 

evening service at the home of Chip and Rita Philips. 
 

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of the  

children of Romania, please give your donation to Patsy Thomas.  


