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 In January we visited the Southside congregation near Batesville, Arkansas; College 

Road Church of Christ in Palatka, Florida; and the Burlington-Santa Fe church in Branford, 

Florida. Also from January 20-23 I conducted a Gospel Meeting for the Clewiston, Florida 

church. This small congregation in the "Sweetest Town in the U.S.A." (home of U.S. Sugar) has 

grown since we were last there. Mark Smith serves as their full-time preacher. We enjoyed our 

time with them and are encouraged about their prospects of evangelizing the area. 

 I spent the latter part of the month preparing for our departure to Nepal and Bangladesh 

in early February, and also recovering from a virus of some kind. That delayed me in preparation 

and made the last few days before departing more hectic than I had anticipated.  Never-the-less 

we left the U.S. on Thursday, February 7 and arrived in Kathmandu at 1:00 a.m. (Nepal time) 

Saturday, February 9. 

 After worshipping (and preaching) with the Subidhanagar  Church of Christ in 

Kathmandu on Sunday, and conducting business (currency exchange, purchase of domestic air 

tickets and some supplies for the stay in Nepal, etc.) we began a three day (Tuesday – Thursday) 

seminar on the book of Genesis which about 40 preachers and leaders attended. These 

represented congregations from most of the regions of the country where there are churches, as 

well as three brothers who came from north-eastern India.  We had excellent studies and 

fellowship with them, also meeting with a few selected brothers about special needs and projects 

in their churches. 

 We were happy to hear that long-anticipated reconstruction of the Linju church building 

in Dhading district, whose previous building was destroyed by the earthquake of 2015, has 

begun.  I authorized the release of the balance of the funds which were given for that project and 

they anticipate finishing the construction before the beginning of monsoon rains in June. 

 The nearby (if 3 hours walk can be called "nearby") church in Lapdung  is also prepared 

to begin reconstruction of their building as soon as weather permits (It is still cold and there is 

snow in the mountains of Nepal), probably in early March. They too hope to complete the work 

before rains come. These are two of our larger churches in Nepal. Linju has about 70-80 adult 

members while Lapdung has over 200. Lapdung has been able to purchase additional land 

adjacent to their previous lot and intend to expand their building to be able to accommodate at 

least 300. They are in an area of several contiguous villages collectively called "Tipling" with a 

large population for a mountainous community.  

 After completing our seminar we flew to east Nepal, accompanied by Parsuram Sunchuri 

and Kaziman Shrestha, where we stayed for three nights in the town of Birtamode.  This is a fast 

growing small city where Shanti Bhattarai has labored for a number of years.  We visited Shanti 

to inquire about his health (he is suffering from Parkinson's disease) and to teach there on Friday 

night, in Mai Khola in Ilam district (2 ½ hours drive into the hills to the north) on Saturday, and 

to worship and preach for Birtamode and Surunga churches (30 minutes drive west on the main 

highway) on Sunday. 

 Monday, February 18 we all drove to Sauruha in Chitwan district in south - central Nepal 

for three days. Tuesday we visited the Kankhare congregation, in the hills of Makwanpur district. 

Wednesday we taught at a fairly new church at Naguritar, also in the hills of Makwanpur. The 

church there was begun a few years ago and now has about 30 adult members.  We enjoyed 



meeting and studying with them. They were extremely attentive and enthusiastic about our 

lessons. 

 

Thursday we drove 2 ½ hours to the south-western city of Butwal.  This is a significant industrial 

and tourist city, placed near the traditional birthplace of Bhudda. We have prayed for the 

opportunity to work here and hopefully plant a congregation and were there to visit some 

prospects. We were able to spend time with one couple and one woman (in two separate places) 

who are members of the Church of Christ. We also met and visited with another couple who 

belong to a denomination but are neighbors and friends with the lady mentioned above.  Future 

visits are planned. 

 

Friday, February 22 we returned to Kathmandu, enjoying our drive of about 7 hours through 

beautiful scenery. Our work in Nepal was essentially finished except for worship (and preaching) 

Sunday morning and afternoon with two churches in Kathmandu, and last minute meetings with 

some of the preachers. 

 

We flew to Dhaka, Bangladesh on Tuesday, February 26. Our plans were to be met by staff from 

Khulna Bible College and drive immediately to Khulna, arriving by 10:00 p.m. or so. However 

our flight was delayed by bad weather and we did not reach Dhaka until 5:00 p.m.  That was too 

late to begin the drive, especially since it was still raining, so we had dinner, then spent the night 

in a hotel in the city. 

 

We rose very early and made the trip to Khulna by noon the next day. It was raining as we left 

and continued most of the way, but the sun was shining on the campus when we arrived. It was 

good to greet all of the staff and students and to come up to our "home away from home" – the 

apartment on the third floor of the main building where we stay for about two months at a time, 

twice a year. Here we have furniture that is not luxurious, but comfortable, hot water, a kitchen 

where Brenda can cook for us, and the supplies and equipment which we need for comfort, 

safety and productive work.  

 

The rest of the week was spent preparing for the new session of classes to start.  Today (Monday, 

March 4) the "B" session of the spring semester begins.  I will be teaching Hebrew History III 

(the books of 1 & 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles) and the book of Revelation. I look forward very 

much to these classes. 

 

Thank you for all of your prayers, encouragement, and financial assistance in behalf of our work. 

You are truly partners and fellow-laborers in this effort and we thank God for your faithfulness. 
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