
 

 

 The beautiful words and message of the old song Blessed 

Assurance should bring joy to our hearts and make those in Christ 

feel good about being a Christian.  This is especially true when 

one takes into consideration the teachings found in the book of 1 

John concerning the knowledge that is available to those in Christ. 
  

 The word “know” appears over thirty times in the five chap-

ters of this book.  The things that John presents in this book can 

give us confidence as a Christian.  Let us consider three truths 

from the epistle of 1 John that we need to know as Christians. 
 

 The first truth we can know from 1 John is that it is not only 

possible for us to know God, but also for us to have confidence 

that we know Him (1 John 2:3). A person can have a knowledge 

of God and really not know Him.  They can know God as the crea-

tor (Psalms 19: 1,2; Romans 1:20).  They know these things by 

faith (Romans 10:17; Hebrew 11:6).  However, just because one 

knows about God does not mean that they know God.  John says 

one can be sure if they know God only by keeping His command-

ments and obeying His word. If one really knows God, he can 

have fellowship with Him (1 John 5-7); call God his Father (1 John 

2:1, 3:1); know that God loves him (1 John 4:10); and know that 

God hears his prayers (1 John 5:14).  But again, the only way one 
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can know God is to do God’s will and obey Him. 
 

 The second thing that John says a Christian can know is 

that they are in the Lord, and the Lord is in them (1 John 2:5; 

3:24).  Those in Christ are new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

who have been redeemed from sin by the blood of Christ (Col. 

1:14) and added to the Lord, where all spiritual blessings are 

found (Eph. 1:13).  Knowing that Christ dwells in them gives 

Christians an assurance that they have an advocate with the Fa-

ther (1 John 2:1), an example to follow (1 Peter 2:21), and the 

hope of glory (Col. 1:27). 
 

 Finally, a Christian can know that they have eternal life 

according to 1 John 5:13.  This knowledge is based upon several 

truths that John lists throughout this epistle where he lists things 

that a Christian has to do, and if one is obedient to what God 

says, John says they can know if they have eternal life.  God 

wants His people to have the assurance as they journey through 

life that life on earth is brief (James 4:14), that the soul is eternal 

(Dan. 12:2), and that God has promised a home in heaven for 

those that obey Him (1 John 2:25; Titus 1:2). 
 

 Have you obeyed God?  Do you have that blessed assur-

ance that He wants His children to have? 
 

Stand Out from the Crowd, Even at School 
  

 Christian parents do their best to keep their children on 

the Lord’s path. It’s a fairly challenging task when the kids are at 

home, but even more so when they are away at school, subject-

ed daily to the influence of the world. 

 We live in a society that claims to inspire individuality, but 

all the while actually encourages them to “go with the crowd.” Je-

sus told us that those who are seeking the sinful path will be in 

the majority (Matt. 7:13-14). This crowd will, in fact, ridicule Chris-

tian youth for not following them in that lifestyle (1 Peter 4:4). 

 As we see our young ones off to school for another year, 

let’s remember to steer them toward an individuality that focuses 

on the morality of the Bible, not on the desires of the world. Let 

us teach our kids to stand out from the crowd. Let them dare to 

(Continued from page 1)  do and speak what is right, to grow in the grace and knowledge of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and to put God first in all things. This is the 

kind of individuality the Lord wants from us all! 

Matt Clifton via Bulletin Digest 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Nancy Eng-

land’s brother Buddy Colton will have a biopsy tomorrow.  

Willene McGuffey has improved some.  Let’s continue to keep 

her in our prayers.  
 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Sam 

Beasley, Oma Lee Bridgman, Victoria Covington, Hannah Cupp, 

Burt Duncan (Mountain Meadows), Donald Duncan, Robert Fos-

ter, Ed Hager, Les Hahn, Bob Harris, Rose Lee Head ’s daughter 

Loraine, Vada Hill (neighbor of Jim and Bonita Bangs), Melvin 

Hudson, Helen Kirk (resident at Mountain Meadows), Willene 

McGuffey, Cindy Perkey, Michael Reed, Sam Ed Simmons 

(Patsy Thomas’ nephew), and Madison Strother 
 

 

 

 

 

Children's Home Shopping List: Liquid Cleaning    

Supplies (Lysol, Mr. Clean, Pine-Sol) 
   

Romanian Children: If you are helping with the support of 

the children of Romania, please give your donation to Patsy 

Thomas. 
 
 

 

Ladies' Day Meeting:  There will be a meeting of the ladies on 

Sunday night, August 26th after services to discuss Ladies’ Day. 

Also, there are handouts for Ladies’ Day on the table in the back to 

give to any ladies who might like to attend. 

Youth Devo: There will be a youth devo here at the building this 

evening after services.  Sue Gleghorn and Loretta Goodman are 

hosting. 

New Membership: Cindy Perkey has been going with her 

mother to Cave City Church of Christ and has placed member-

ship there.  She still requests our prayers. 

 


