
 

 

 

 

 Every day the numbers go up, and every day the trials we face 

because of the COVID-19 virus increase. Projections show that the 

number of people infected will increase and so will the number of   

people who die because of this dreaded virus. Add to that the      

worsening of the economy, the uncertainty of the future, and the 

sense of dread that many in our world are feeling and these are truly 

trying times. 

 The Old Testament prophet and hero Elijah lived during  trying 

times. Israel was being led by two of the most wicked people you can 

imagine in King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. These two were ruthless in 

their actions and idolatrous in their faith. 1 Kings 21 reveals their    

ruthlessness to an innocent neighbor named Naboth who owned a 

vineyard that Ahab coveted. Jezebel stole the vineyard with a       

murderous plot, which would lead to their deaths a few years later. 

But, back to our text. We find the children of Israel still suffering from 

a lack of dew or rain (1 Kings 17:1) for three years and six months 

(James 5:17) caused by the wickedness of Ahab that surpassed all of 

those before him as he walked in the footsteps of Jeroboam as if it 

were a trivial thing to do (1 Kings 16:30, 31). 

 At this point you might be thinking, as some religious leaders 

and one certain Hollywood starlet, that our world is suffering now from  
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through with him and that he still had work to do. God would eventually 

reveal Himself in “a still small voice” and tell Elijah what to do next. 

 Friends, some final lessons from these chapters. Good times 

can turn to bad times in an instant, but let’s not run or give up. Let’s  

remember that God is still God, He is still on His throne, and He will still 

take care of us. May we search His word and follow His plan for us. 

 

Those We Need to Remember in Prayer: Cody     

Thomas is doing better. He got his sling off on Thursday.  
 

Others We Need to Remember in Prayer: Bonita 

Bangs, Betty Coles, Victoria Covington, Amy Fairchild, Keith 

Goodman, Bob Harris, Diana Hudson, Melvin Hudson, Joel 

and Lou Massey, Paula Millikin, Jim Poff, Wendy Strope, Patsy 

Thomas 
 

New Calling System: We have a new automatic calling 

system that calls Southside members with updates and        

information when needed. 
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Randy Harris       (870) 251-1477        Craig Cupp     (870) 307-5095 
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erected stones according to the number of tribes of Jacob (18:31) and 

built another altar in the name of the Lord with a trench around it, which 

the people filled with water, and had them soak the sacrifice with water 

and then he prayed. The words of Elijah’s prayer are found in verse    

thirty-seven, “Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that 

You are the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You 

again.” Elijah prayed. God listened. God sent fire that consumed not only 

the sacrifice but also the wood, stones and all the water in the trench,  

resulting in the people falling on their faces and saying, “The Lord, He is 

God! He is God!” Shortly, after this the drought ended when the rain 

came. 

 There are two lessons for trying times to remember from these 

verses. First, make sure you call on the real “god” during times like these.  

Call on the God of the Bible who created all things and who loved you 

enough to send His Son to die for you. Second, get yourself right with 

God by obeying His Word. That is what the people of Elijah’s day had to 

do, and they were blessed by it. The words of Paul in Romans 8:28 are 

important for God’s people to believe during trying times: “And we know 

that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 

who are the called according to His purpose.” We are witnessing some 

“good” coming out of this trying time. People are helping people. People 

are appreciating those in the medical field more than ever before. And, in 

some cases, families are getting closer because they are sheltering-in-

place. Some students may be appreciating schools and their teachers 

more because they are away from them. Hopefully members of churches 

are missing the assembling and fellowshipping together and can’t wait to 

come together again when all of this is over. 

 1 Kings 19 teaches us some lessons we need to learn during   

trying times as well. After the contest on Mt. Carmel ended and all the  

prophets of Baal and of Jezebel were executed by Elijah (18:40; 19:1), 

the wrath of Jezebel caused her to send a messenger to Elijah and say in 

1 Kings 19:2, “So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make 

your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.” Elijah 

who should have been on a mountain of faith, suddenly found himself 

scared and running for his life, eventually hiding under a juniper [broom, 

NKJV] tree, praying to die (19:1-4). The words of Elijah’s prayer were, “It 

is enough! Now, Lord, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!”  

But God wasn’t finished with Elijah, and even during this trying time in his 

life, he found himself blessed by God. He later learned that God wasn’t  
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the COVID-19 virus because of the sins of the world as God calls people 

to repent. Friends, even though God did work this way during Old         

Testament times, there is simply no supporting argument that I can   recall 

in the New Testament where God punishes people directly because of 

their sin except for Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5. I believe the Corona19 

virus in the world is a direct result of the consequences of the sins of Adam 

and Eve (view my video from Wednesday on the church’s Facebook 

page). Does this world need to repent and turn back to God? Yes! Can the 

Corona19 virus cause people to repent and turn from their sin back to 

God? Yes, but don’t think God is punishing us with this virus! 

 A further study of these two chapters reveals the sovereignty of 

God for all times and all situations. God said to Elijah in 1 Kings 18:1, “Go, 

present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.”  Seeking an 

audience with Ahab was not the safest thing for Elijah to do as we witness 

in the conversation Elijah had with Ahab’s and more importantly God’s 

servant Obadiah in verses 8-14 of 1 Kings 18.  Obadiah thought Elijah was 

giving him a “death sentence” by sending him to tell Ahab that Elijah   

wanted to see him (v. 9). Obadiah told Elijah that Ahab had been trying to 

hunt Elijah down in the surrounding nations and kingdoms (v. 10). Even 

with all this, Obadiah told Ahab that Elijah wanted to meet him, and Ahab 

met the “troubler of Israel.” Elijah would reply that it was not he who had 

troubled Israel, rather it was Ahab by his following of Baal and his          

forsaking of God’s commandments (v. 18).  

 Neither time nor space will permit me to deal in detail with the    

ensuing meeting that took place on Mt. Carmel between Elijah and the 450 

prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who ate at Jezebel’s 

table (v. 19). Those in attendance were told by Elijah in 18:21, “How long 

will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if 

Baal, follow him.” And sadly the people spoke not a word. 

 Basically, a contest between Jehovah God with his prophet Elijah 

and Baal with his 450 prophets (18:22) would take place around an altar 

with two bulls to be sacrificed. Elijah allowed the prophets of Baal be first 

to call upon their god to send fire down to consume their sacrifice. 1 Kings 

18:26-29 describes their ordeal that lasted all day long. All the leaping 

around, all the bloodletting, all the crying and   praying did not cause Baal 

to rain down fire. The writer sums it up like this in the last part of 1 Kings 

18:29, “But there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention.”   

 After this it was Elijah’s turn, and after calling the people to him, he 

repaired the altar of the Lord that Baal’s prophets had destroyed. He   

 


