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 The first day of the Bangla calendar year is April 14 by the Western or “Gregorian” 

calendar. Traditionally the Bangla people celebrate with a sunrise breakfast consisting of cold 

wet rice, fried hilsha fish (the national fish of Bangladesh) and fried dry red chili peppers, with 

salt and onions as condiments. Many of the people dress in traditional clothing (punjabi shirts for 

men and saris for the ladies) and greet one another with hugs in the traditional style. 

 Everyone at Khulna Bible College joined in this celebration this year, except that since 

New Year’s day fell on Sunday we worshipped first at our regularly scheduled time of 7:00 a.m., 

then enjoyed breakfast together. The particular rice dish is called “panta baht” and is the style of 

harvest time. Field workers are fed by the land owner for whom they work during harvest. A 

double portion of rice is cooked in the evening, then the extra amount is covered with cloth after 

water has been poured into it, filling the pot. This cold wet rice is very slightly fermented 

overnight, giving it a distinct flavor, and forms the bulk of the morning meal before the workers 

go out for the day’s labor.   

 

   
        Dressed for New Year’s Celebrations        New Year’s Menu: Panta Baht & Hilsha Fish 

 

 On Sunday, April 7 we visited the Shikarpur congregation where a new church building 

was constructed in the fall of 2018.  At that time we were unable to paint the building due to the 

need for the cement to cure for a while.  In March we contracted for that job to be done and were 

able to view the completed project during our visit.  I also was able to provide for lights and fans 

to be installed and that job was completed the same day.  

 



 
The Completed Shikarpur Church Building 

 

 Later in the month (April 21) we visited four villages with congregations of the Church in 

southwestern Bangladesh, near the junction of three districts – Khulna, Jessore, and Satkhira. 

Ashim Sarker, a 2005 graduate of KBC preaches for the Altipul, Laxmipur, and Boropatra 

churches. James Paroi who graduated from KBC in 2012 is the preacher at Chotopatra. We 

enjoyed worshipping with Laxmipur and Boropatra and having a short visit in the other places.  

Ashim’s wife provided delicious food for us at both breakfast and lunch.  

 Graduation ceremonies were conducted at KBC the morning of April 27. Seven students 

completed their 3 year course of studies and were awarded diplomas.  Each of these young men 

will return to their home areas where they will be involved in their local congregations. 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! Khulna Bible College Class of 2019 



 Our Spring trip to South Asia was completed May 2 when  Brenda and I departed Dhaka 

for Doha, Qatar and then on to Dallas, Texas and Huntsville, Alabama.  We were delayed 24 

hours by the late arrival in Dhaka of the airplane on which we were to fly to Doha.  This caused 

us to miss our connecting flight in Doha. The airline provided lodging, food, and transportation 

for an overnight stay in Doha and we flew home on Friday, rather than Thursday as expected.  

We found all here well and welcoming. It is good to be home. 

 

Michael E. Brooks 


