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Discipleship (2) ─  

The Disciples Song ─ “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 
 

Introduction: 

1. The song “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” is said to have been inspired by a man in India who was 

 converted to “Christianity” and consequently lost his children, his wife, and his own life when he 

 refused to renounce is new faith.  Supposedly, each time he was asked to renounce his new 

 religion his reply was the words that make up the first line of each stanza of this song. 

2. Christ literally called all men to come and follow Him (Matt. 4:9; 11:28). 

3. But what does it mean to be a true disciple of Christ?  I believe the answers to this question are found 

 in this song. 
 

Body: 

1. “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus, No Turning Back, No Turning Back.” 

 A. Jesus calls men to follow Him and our response should be like Peter, Andrew, James, John, and 

  Matthew’s was when each followed left and immediately followed the Lord (Matt. 4:20, 22; 9:9). 

 B. They did not seem to waver or question the Lord, but followed Him right then and there. 

 C. Many intend to follow the Lord more closely, yet they waver and delay of truly denying anything 

  that stands in their path to truly follow the Lord. 
 
 

2. “Tho’ None Go with Me, I Still Will Follow, No Turning Back, No Turning Back.” 

 A. Truly following the Lord is sometimes a lonely process. 

  1. Abraham left his homeland and family to follow God (Gen. 12:1-4). 

  2. We may not be called upon to up and move like Abraham did, but sometimes we have 

   to “leave” behind family, friends, and others (See. 2 Cor. 6-17-18) that stand in our way 

   for truly becoming a disciple of the Lord. This is hard, but we must be determined, “Tho’ 

   none go with me, I still will follow.” 

 B. Christians must be determined to do what is right whether anyone else does or not. 
 

3. “My Cross, I’ll Carry till I See Jesus, No Turning Back, No Turning Back.” 

 A. Followers of Christ are called to be daily cross bears (Luke 9: 23). Again, this must be a daily  

  activity and not just on Sunday. 

 B. In Matthew 10:38 Jesus said, “And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy 

  of me.” 

 C. Taking up one’s cross could literally signify a death to self and to the things of the world. 
 

4. “The World Behind Me, The Cross Before Me, No Turning Back, No Turning Back.” 

 A. The last stanza of this song in some books, speaks of a disciple leaving the things of the world 

  behind them as they carry the cross before them. 

 B. Christians should examine the words of 1 John 2:15-17 and see if they truly do this in their lives. 

 C. Christians must realize and believe, “this world is not our home, I’m just passing through,” while 

  laying up for themselves treasures in heaven so their hearts will be there also (Matt. 6: 19-24). 

  

The last verse line of each verse ends with the words “No Turning, No Turning Back.” 

Have you turned back on Jesus and are you truly following Him?  
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Christ the L-O-R-D of Our Lives 

Introduction: 

1. Christ wants to be Lord in our lives. 

2. Having Jesus as Lord is one of the true marks of not discipleship but also of being 

 a Christian. 

3. In this lesson we will use each letter of the word Lord to look at four things 

 necessary for us to  truly have Christ in our lives as Lord. 

 

Body: 

1. L-ove (Lk. 10:27) 

A. Many Christians fail to give God their wholehearted devotion. They are self-

seeking and self-centered and hold a portion of themselves in reserve. 

B. We must love God with all or our total being. 

C.  We must love our neighbors as ourselves and be willing to serve them by doing 

good to all men, especially to the household of faith (Gal. 6:10). 

2. O-bey (Heb. 5:9) 

A. Disobedience brought sin and death to humanity (Gen 3: 19).  

B. Christ’s death on the cross provided forgiveness and life to those who obey 

Him. 

C. Our will must be surrendered to God. Christ becomes Lord of our lives when we 

seek to do, say, and be what He wants (Phil. 2:5–13). 

3. R-ely (Pro. 3:5). 

A. Who do you rely on in life?  If it is people, they will let you down. 

B. We must rely on God. People and things can be helpful, but they cannot satisfy 

the needs of the soul. God can and will (Ps. 37:5). 

4. D-uty (Matt. 9:38). 

A. Christians are to be active in the harvest of souls. 

B. We must serve the Lord in all ways, not only out of duty, but of love (John 

14:15). 

C. By presenting our possessions, performances, and person to Christ, He 

becomes Lord of our lives. 

 

 

Is Christ Lord of our Lives? 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Php2.5-12
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps37.5

	Discipleship The discple's song.pdf
	Christ as Lord in Our lives.pdf

