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 It is hard to believe that we are already half-way through the year 2020. In Alabama the 

month of June was spent under the governor’s “Safer at Home” orders which strongly urged all 

citizens to avoid unnecessary travel and exposure and to continue to practice “social distancing,” 

frequent sanitary measures (hand washing, etc.) and the wearing of masks during any public 

outings. Brenda and I complied with those standards to the best of our ability. 

 Churches in our area are gradually returning to some form of physical assembly. The 

majority seem to be meeting one time on Sunday in their buildings or on their grounds, with live-

streaming or other internet / electronic options available for members who are especially 

vulnerable to the Covid 19 virus. Highland Park (our home congregation) has been meeting 

under our pavilion with many families remaining in their cars participating through an FM radio 

feed. Our elders are considering other options for the immediate and on-going future. 

 I have made one report to a supporting congregation here in Colbert County, Alabama in 

June, with trips planned for July to Pocahontas near Manchester, Tennessee and to Brilliant, 

Alabama. As more congregations resume a more normal meeting schedule I hope to be able to 

develop a full schedule of reports for the late summer and fall. 

 Bangladesh had removed their lockdown orders at the end of May, only to replace them 

within a few days with a modified version. Different areas of the country are classified by color 

with “red” being the most restricted. Khulna Bible College is in the medium restriction zone 

which means our staff may travel in the local area, but has to have special permission to go to 

other regions or districts. 

 All schools and universities are closed by government orders until August 7. That is also 

the date that Khulna Bible College is scheduled to begin the Fall Semester. If the government 

allows the closure to end as scheduled we intend to resume classes at that time. Otherwise we 

will continue to work in other ways and re-open the college as quickly as is feasible. 

 No further confirmed cases of Covid 19 have been reported among Christians in 

Bangladesh or Nepal, for which we are very grateful to God. Thomas Sarker (a preacher in 

Dhaka), his wife and her sister continue to improve without severe complications from the 

disease. 

 I participated in a Webinar conducted by the Nepal Center for Learning this past Sunday 

evening (Monday morning, Nepal time). It was done via Zoom with an estimated 80 + 

participants. I was the first of six speakers (half on Monday and the rest on Tuesday), three of 

whom were Nepalese and two others from the U.S. I continue to be amazed and grateful for the 

capabilities we now have with our modern technology. I am not especially proficient with most 

of the many applications, but with help and advice from smarter (and mostly younger) folks have 

been able to make some use of various ones. Unfortunately technology is growing much faster 

than I am learning how to use it. 
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 Our preachers in both Bangladesh and Nepal continue to preach the gospel and to 

minister to their various congregations.  Most of the churches meet in small groups in different 

homes rather than as a full congregation. I plan to return to those countries in February, 2020 if it 

is at all feasible. In the meantime our work continues unabated and therefore our need for your 

support and encouragement continues as well. Thank you for all that you do to help us – your 

contributions, your prayers and your encouraging messages. I hope to be able to see many of you 

this summer and fall. 

 

 
Sangita (in the pink sweater) was baptized during a Spring seminar in Sauraha, Nepal  

with the help of Krishna Oli (2nd f right), Sanjay (2nd f left), and Anok (far left) 
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