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Dear Members, 
 

John 14:27 
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. 

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid." 
 

Joshua 1:9 
"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 

not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." 
 

Psalm 27:1 
"The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold 

of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" 
 
 
We have been living in extraordinary times. We have witnessed as much change in 6 
months as I can recall in my entire pastoral ministry. It is challenging every aspect of 
our being, from our personal life and time to managing work and school life. Our 
spiritual lives have been challenged as we grieve deaths and illnesses and lacked the 
capacity to even visit our loved ones and friends as we used to.  
 

Our hearts are heavy.  
 

These times are also confronting us with a long history in America of racism. And that 
fact, along with a pandemic, and the challenges we face economically and personally is 
a lot for any person or family or church to carry.  
 

Yet, we do not carry it alone.  
 

We are gifted with excellent leaders in our Presbytery and at the denominational level. 
We are seeing action and passion come out from staff and colleagues who desire the 
church to be on the missional streets where God is calling us to pay attention to Black 
Lives. We are being gifted with time to consider our own place in this awesome time. 
Shall we meet those challenges with humility and follow where Christ is leading? Shall 
we speak out against injustice? Shall we consider what we can do as Christians from 
our homes and churches to honor the dignity of those who are suffering? 
 

I hope we can. And I hope that we do not lose heart or succumb to our fears of the 
unknown, or facing our own nation’s past and present. I do pray we as a church can 



think about how Christ would have us learn and live. Jesus Christ gives us peace; 
peace which will help us confront the sins of the world, sins like racism. Jesus Christ 
will help us as we grow in understanding and kindness. This is the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, we will have God with us as we do the work God calls us to.  
 

When I posted the Zoom backdrop two Sundays ago I did not know it would create 
the upheaval it did. Our denomination wants us to lift up the work of paying attention 
to the fact that until we address systemic racism, then all lives are not mattering 
equally. Thus, the work to address this racism in our country and to confess that Black 
Lives do indeed matter.  
 

Let me be clear, Jesus doesn’t call us to agree at all times. Jesus welcomed those into 
discipleship willing to grow and learn and be confronted daily with “who is my 
neighbor?” Remember the woman who poured oil on Jesus’ feet? That was our 
Sunday text. The disciples complained, got angry and wanted her to leave. Then 
things would be normal and right, even though some were plotting Jesus’ death. 
 

Jesus did not throw her out, he welcomed her gifts. He saw her gifts. He claimed her 
as his own too. We are all invited into fellowship with Christ.  
 

Sometimes people get upset about an issue and leave, or they don’t see forward 
movement, and they leave too. Know that your session is having conversations with 
Presbytery Staff and Leadership and we are also looking to hold conversations with a 
Matthew 25 church in our Presbytery to see how they are working to end racism in 
their church and community.  
 

Personally, I am energized by this work and call for justice. I am passionate about 
Black Lives Matter. I believe with my whole heart that God wants us to participate, 
learn and to walk humbly with other churches doing this work. We now have 14 
people on the list attending New Life and reading books together about racism. We 
have a session who is working on this topic toward good change. I have hope for New 
Life that we can grow from this moment toward transforming the pain we feel now 
into new ministries of care. The work of anti-racism is at the heart the work of seeing 
one another in all our humanity, and caring to upend policies that hurt Black Lives. 
We do this because we need to listen to those most harmed by current policies in our 
nation and communities. We listen to the marginalized, as Jesus did. 
 

I understand, again, not everyone is experiencing the same spiritual journey regarding 
racism. I understand some are frustrated reading this letter. And some among us are 
inspired to continue learning and listening and moving forward with this particular 
work and calling.  
 

New Life is on a financial edge – even more so with pulled pledges and leaders who 
have left. Session will need to consider steps forward as we meet these challenges. We 



will need to meet with Presbytery Trustees again to discuss a forward path. 
 

This letter is to keep you informed about what is happening and how I see our work 
moving forward. If it is the work itself that is a stumbling block to moving forward, I 
need to hear that. If it is the pace of this work that is an issue, we can adjust and create 
spaces to share. I do hope, though, we will follow the Spirit of Christ who calls us to not 
live in fear: fear of an issue, a movement, a passion, or the church’s witness and with-ness 
for Black Lives. Because they do matter, to God and to us as Christians. Christ calls us to 
participate in healthy change and to listen and act justly.  
 
Peace and love, 
 
Pastor Judi  
 
 
 
 

Updates and Activities 
September 2020 

 
Sunday Worship: 
New Life Presbyterian Church has been holding worship outdoors each 
Sunday this summer.  All are invited to attend but remember that you 
need to bring your own mask and chair.  Help is available for those 
needing assistance getting to the grassy area.  Seating is also allowed on the pavement.   
You may still participate from home  via Zoom and the service will also be uploaded to 
Facebook at 11:30 am.   NOTE—If there is any trouble with the Zoom meeting service, 
please go into Facebook or our website for information and assistance.  Please note that 
we will transition to indoor worship on Sunday, September 20.  We are working out all 
the details to provide a safe apace for indoor worship and will keep everyone posted.   
 
Church Picnic!: 
You're invited for:     Fun! and a Picnic! 
B.Y.O.L. (Bring Your Own Lunch) 
Please join us on Sunday, September 6th  at 10:00 AM for outdoor worship 
with communion.  Following worship, we will enjoy a picnic!  Bring 
blankets and pack a lunch or snacks. If you have sidewalk chalk, we can 
use that for hopscotch or drawing. Also, a soccer ball or two and we can 
kick that around with the kids.  See you there!  



 
Construction!: 
The 19 Mile Road Resurfacing project has begun.  This construction is 
scheduled to continue through mid November. Traffic on 19 Mile is 
only traveling in one direction (west) between Clinton River Road 
and Schoenherr, so you may have to take a different route to get here 
for next several months.  Some of you may have noticed the cleared area on our 
property where a construction trailer and various equipment and supplies are 
located.  We have contracted with Toebe Construction Company for them to use our 
property for storage in exchange for $1000 per month during the project.  We will 
continue to update you on any additional changes to the project and any impact on 
your commute.  Thanks for your patience!   
 
Book Study with Pastor Judi   
This month we will begin our next book , How to be an Antiracist by  
Ibram X. Kendi.  This book is available on Amazon for $15.57 (kindle 
$14.99)   We currently are small enough to sit and enjoy learning about 
racism in a safe space. Please attend if you are interested, and listen to the 
discussion unfolding. See you there!  
 
Golf Outing:: 
Second Mile Center is holding a fundraiser golf outing on Sunday, September 20.  
They are in need of sponsors and golfers and even people that want to go out to 
dinner. Get details at their website, http://www.secondmilecenter.org/golf-outing  
Whatever support you can provide would be appreciated.   
 
Blood Drive Update: 
NLPC's Blood Drive on Aug. 13 collected 31 units; 27 whole blood and 
4 double red.  Thirty-seven people presented themselves to donate; 10 
were deferred for minor medical reasons and 27 successfully donated.  
Thank you to all the NLPC members who donated.   
NLPC's next blood drive is scheduled for Nov. 12. 
 
Church Chat with Pastor Judi: 
Many of you have been joining Pastor Judi via Zoom on Tuesdays at 
11:30 am for some light conversation and coffee with friends.  This is a 
great way to connect remotely with members until we are able to meet 
face to face.  If you haven't joined us lately, feel free to join in soon! 
 



Heartfelt Thanks: 
To all my dear friends at NLPC, 
I have recently moved to an apartment in an independent living facility in 
East Lansing.  My daughter, granddaughter and great-grandson all live 
nearby. Living alone with no family close plus the COVID 19 pushed things faster into 
this decision. Life is a journey of changes for all of us and how blessed we are that God 
promises to be with us always.  Wherever change takes us I pray the Holy Spirit will 
lead us to share the gospel of Jesus Christ and His Love. 
I miss you! Thank you for the 54 years of your love as we worshipped God together. 
 

Blessings and love, 
Marilyn Wright 
 
 
Finance Update: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**The 7/31/2020 cash balance includes the $38,000 we have received on our Presbytery of Detroit Line 

of Credit.  This loan will be paid back with the proceeds from the sale of the east campus building.   

 
AA: 
The Tuesday Night AA group is meeting outdoors, at 8 PM so if you or anyone you 
know is looking for a meeting to attend, they can come here!  
 
Also a big thank you to all who have signed up for the online giving program.  
We hope that it has been easy to use.  If you are interested in giving online, 
please visit our website for the link to set it up.   
 
Please keep in mind that if you enter the building, you must wear a mask and practice 
social distancing.  Also, please do not come to the church building for any reason if you 
are feeling unwell or have been exposed to someone with a positive COVID diagnosis.  
Thanks to all for your patience and understanding during this time of separation.   
We pray for everyone’s health and we look forward to the time when we  
can all safely worship together in the sanctuary. 

7/31/2020 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 
$ 45,056.21      ($   3,187.15)    $  22,717.50 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $   89,607.00  $ 123,134.14  

Expense  $ 113,562.00 $  104,190.54 

Total     ($23,955.00)  $   18,943.60 

   





PRAY FOR HEALING 
Don– (Shirley Coar’s son) 
Shirley- (neighbor of Shelley) 
Tom Koczab -(family relation of Schroeder's) 
Stan Iobst 
Judy Doverspike 
Joyce Lawrence 
Jodie Horan 
Parents of Laura MacKool 
Nancy Bechtel 
Jerry Kurtz 
Glenn Watterworth 
Vicki- --(Dave Konikson’s sister-in-law) 
Steve Mills-(neighbor of the Robbins’) 
Alex--(Bill Bowman’s daughter) 
Marge Kunz 
Patti-(Cliff Robbins’ sister)  
Mary Bahr-Jones 
Barbara Kratz  
Karen- (Fred Walker’s daughter) 
Denise Bidson--(Joan McBride’s niece) 
Sharon Gire 
John Turner- (Jeff Turner’s brother) 
Dana and family—(friend of Shelley) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STRENGTH AND HOPE 

Hasnaa & Evan—(friend of Fred Walker)  
Nya Hardeman 
Ewa Grzybowska—(friend of Edyta)  
Lee Rosen- 
Jeff Turner 
Kenneth Bonkowski and family 
Bill & Joyce Pitchford 
Josie 
Carlene Kneebone 
Tom Dittman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMFORT IN MOURNING 
Eleanor Pawlitz & Family –after Ken’s recent 
 passing  
Family of Joan McBride-after her recent passing 
Family of Don Soule– after his recent passing 
Family of Shirley Honor– after her recent passing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
Nathan Call- US Army (Valerie Robbins’ nephew) 
Justin Wright- (grandson of Marilyn Wright) 
SrA Shawn Konikson– US Air Force 
Mike Stroud- US Air Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL/GLOBAL 
The world population as they deal with the  
 COVID 19 pandemic and resulting difficulties 
All people dealing with hardship  and loss from 
 recent natural disasters, including evacuees and 
 first responders 
Those struggling in personal and spiritual crisis 
Victims of unrest & injustice throughout the world 
Second Mile Center 
Those seeking work 
Missionaries serving worldwide 
Those experiencing homelessness 
An end to violence in our nation 

 
 

Please inform the church office of updates or if you know of someone who is well enough to be 
removed from our prayer chain.  Thank you. 



New Life Presbyterian Church  
11300 Nineteen Mile Road  Sterling Heights,  MI 48314 

www.newli fepresby.org              Find us on Facebook 
Church  Of f i c e             586 -731-6133       f ax 586-731-6629  

Revised  Off i ce  Hours :   Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday   9 :00AM to  3 :00  PM 

 of f i c e@newli fepr esby.org  
 

Rev.  Dr.  Judith McMillan,  Pastor         248-688-8736       rev judi98@gmail .com  

 

CHURCH STAFF 
         Edyta Jaros Shelley Claeys    Sana Mansour 
      Music Director Secretary Child Care Supervisor 
 

SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan             Clerk: TBD 

Bill Bowman Dave Konikson Lori Haralson 
Sharon Gire         
      
      

 DEACONS 
Moderator: Joan Lockard     Secretary: Dorothy Harrington 

Bob Hitchcock Lou Angyal  Phil Cunningham 
Cheryl Konikson  Lynn Booth Amy Shoults 
Joan Lockard Francis Booth Nelson Shoults 
Dorothy Harrington   

Stay Safe— We will get through this together! 


