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Dear Members, 
 
Who is home for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    Photo credit: Pastor Judi (May 4th, 2020) 
 

 
I was taking some photos out in my backyard with my zoom lens when I saw these two 
furry creatures seeming to get along just fine under the bird feeder. They are happy to 
gather the scraps that fall. Little Chippie had full cheeks and I marveled at their 
beautiful coats. Little creatures we see every day. 
 
What makes your house your home? In my home I have treasures I’ve collected from 
travels and art I’ve made over the years. My daughter has her things here for now and 
is organizing to make her next apartment a nice and cozy place. We are sheltering in 
place and sometimes fight boredom with our own nesting and organizing and baking 
on occasion. Our walks take us to the trails and yesterday we found a nice little 
overlook I hadn’t seen before where a father and son were paddle boarding down the 
Clinton River. The trees weren’t full with leaves so we got a good look at the small 
waterway. 
 
As she speaks to me of her hopes and dreams, I wonder what will come next for New 
Life and me. I consider this pandemic time a way to consider what it is about church 
life we crave, and 
what, maybe, we may discard. What is essential about our community? I would like to 



have some kind of small gatherings over the summer as restrictions lift. The Fire Pit 
ministry will be a fun way to re-engage. Small groups gathering in the worship space 
to work out the distancing “kinks” so all may be safe going forward. And whatever 
creative ideas emerge. 
 
This time is teaching us to marvel at God’s greening creation, and the desire to be in 
community. I miss seeing you and I miss hearing your stories. So the next few pages 
are to be reminders of the stories we are living right now. A mini-time capsule for the 
future. 
 
Matthew shares a little bit about a house built on a rock. Our foundation is God, who 
allows us a steady and firm rooting while the winds blow and the rain beats. “The rain 
fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on rock.” - Matthew 7:25 
 
Over the last few weeks I felt a little like a home being battered by the weather, ready 
to rest and have someone come and pick up the pieces. But, I emerged from those 
trying times ready again. Somehow, with you sharing humor and prayer concerns, by 
seeing you make calls, meals and visit one another, I am reminded just how sacred 
communal life is. We need each other to make the church a home for all. A place of rest, 
peace and love. 
 
As you worship in your homes, share in sacred time together … remember, our home 
is in God and God invites us to be home for each other. 
 
Peace and love, 
Pastor Judi 
 



Catching Up with Members and Friends 
May 2020 

 
 
 
Nelson & Amy Shoults: 
Nelson finished his radiation treatments for prostate cancer on April 17. Doing lots of 
yard work and yard waste pickup finally started the end of April.  We had 25 bags plus 
8 cans.  Our daughter is doing our grocery shopping, which we really appreciate. 
Enjoying the church services on zoom.  Good work Pastor Judi and session!  
 
 
Anne Rae:  
We are staying home and also walking round the block take care  
 
 
Marilyn Wright : 
My son, Mike, and his wife Terri did not want me to be home alone in Michigan  dur-
ing the covid 19 so we drove  14  hours to their home in Raymore, Missouri  in late 
March.  Raymore is a suburb of Kansas City, Missouri, the home of the famous Kansas 
City Chiefs  who won the Super Bowl .Here is a photo of the planet Venus taken from 
the upstairs patio here- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss you all.  Hope to see you on the zoom meetings.  
 
 
 



 
Marilyn & Paul Winter 
Lynn & Francis Booth brought over a package of  
goodies, Sheila brought over a plate of cookies.  
Sheila & son-in-law shopped for us until we could get 
on a delivery schedule.  Laura MacKool dropped off 
the Daily Devotions, Upper Room & Daily Bread, so 
we still can continue with our daily personal worship 
time. 
 
Paul had a birthday on 4/25.  Our daughter, Sheila, 
came over with a lawn chair, a plate of chocolate  
peanut butter Squares, a cup of coffee for Paul &  
a cup  of  hot chocolate for Marilyn.  
On top of the squares was a single lit candle.   
After getting a couple of our lawn chairs, we sat on our porch & our daughter sat  
on her chair on the edge of the lawn.  We sat & talked and enjoyed each others  
company for about hour & half. To top it off Marilyn baked Paul's favorite cake,  
white cake with chocolate frosting. 
 
In the evening, our daughter, Sheila, had set a family Zoom meeting, which included 
us of course, our 3 children & spouses; 6 grandchildren with 4 of their spouses, includ-
ing Jeremy who is in Catholic Seminary in Oregon & wifeless of course; (one grand-
child missing & 2 significant others); & 4 g-grandchildren (with 3 more on the way).   
GOD is SO GOOD!  We talked throughout the alloted time. 
 
Marilyn is getting a lot of Romance Novels read & Paul is continuing genealogy  
research and watching the birds, squirrels, ducks, & rabbits around the feeder. 
 
We have attended all Sunday Services on Zoom, and also participated in every Tues-
day And Thursday coffee & tea Zoom.  We have to say it is sure helping us to stay in 
touch and share with one another the good & the bad things that we are dealing with 
during this time of separation.  It helps us to still feel our closeness as a church body. 
 
Special thanks to Pastor Judi, Edyta, Bill, Callie, & Laura MacKool.   
I urge all those that can, please join in, we would like to hear how you're surviving. 
 
Continued prayers for all.  Stay safe. 
 



 
Randy & Karen Tuck: 
Randy and I have been keeping busy during this Pandemic!  
 
 
 
I started off by organizing the house  
by cleaning out closets, cabinets, and 
 basement!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Randy has been working from home doing his  
best to work under these trying times. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
        I started back to work at the bank making  
        sure you all get your stimulus checks cashed! Lol 
 
 



 
Bill Bowman: 
Well, I am still working, except from home most days, but I have started doing walks 
every day! This is a new thing for me! 
 
 
Lori Haralson: 
I have been working full-time- first 8 hour shifts in ICU with COVID patients to 12 
hour shifts in the surgical area. Either way, it has been both terrifying and rewarding.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When not at work, I am cleaning up and cleaning out the house and yard. And then I 
am sewing and  crafting! I have made many masks for friends and family. I was also 
able to get some Christmas crafts done. I even have some Christmas gifts wrapped al-
ready! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lou Angyal: 
Hello everyone, I have been trying to stay busy working on my metal art and concrete 
projects for people. I’m enjoying working on the garden with Jessica and installing a 
small patio. Julie has been working on her art projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh yeah ......and I have been playing a little chess. :)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil Cunningham: 
Thank goodness for crossword puzzles and volunteer work. Still picking up food at 
KFC for Interfaith Volunteers on Mondays. I have been at NL Church 7 times to either 
count money or work on the gardens in back of the church. I try to do something pro-
ductive at least two hours a day like yard work or cleaning. Try to get some exercise 
every day, but I am still sitting around more than usual. And my buddy Don Soule has 
been on my mind. Didn’t see that coming. Hang in there folks. 
 



 
Stanley Iobst: 
I had open heart surgery in February while the pandemic was in its early stages. The 
hospital was still in normal operating conditions at that point. My stay at home started 
early since I was in recovery mode and needed to avoid people with ordinary colds 
and flu.  My son, Allen, stayed with me for two weeks and returned to his home and 
family in France just as the travel restrictions were being implemented.  As my recov-
ery continued and I was able to be out and about, the big change in my life was not 
being able to resume my weekly visits to my grandchildren.  That time is now being 
used to organize neglected corners of my house, not nearly as much fun.  I have been 
blessed with a wonderful neighbor, Gwen, who has been bringing meals over to my 
house. 
 
 
 
Claudia Kirkland: 
This is what I have been doing.— 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lynn & Francis Booth: 
 Francis walks early in a.m. and again later with Lynn who sleeps in!  Together we’ve 
done several jigsaw puzzles. We’ve had a few outside visits with our Grandsons and 
Nathan and Kate. A couple nice days we’ve taken our lunch and picniced in a park!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shayla Hansen: 
I’ve been staying busy with a few things.  First, three of our four children are at home 
with us right now!  Cooking, cleaning and disinfecting take up a big chunk of 
time.  But it is great having family dinners again.  We took some furniture out of the 
Livingroom to set up one of my daughters with an extra wide desk- holding multiple 
monitors- to work remotely for her company.  I should take a picture of the pink duct 
tape holding down the ethernet cable strung through the house!  LOL  I’m putting to-
gether some scrapbooks- one of favorite poems and the other of favorite Bible verses.  I 
have also made a few masks- some for the family and some I’ve donated.  I was 
amazed at the amount of fabric fun patterns I had laying in the basement.  I have also 
been taking advantage of Zoom with a few groups and even made myself a “Zoom 
Room”  in the basement with curtains and a Futon!  I begin working remotely this 
week. 
 
 
 



May 8  Glenn Watterworth 

May 9  Al Rodgers  

May 10 Mark Heitman  

May 12 Marlene Misuraca 

May 14 Thomas Anderson  

May 18 Donald Harrison  

May 20 Allie Short  

May 25 Marge Kunz  

May 27 DeeDee Iobst  

May 30 Gerald Retell  

May 30 James Tomlinson  

5/13/1978   Horace & Sandra Johns 

5/16/2008   Konrad & Rebecca Araszkiewicz 

5/19/1990   Bruce & Michele Short 

5/23/1981   James & Lori Haralson 

5/27/2007   Charles & Barbara Armaly 



PRAY FOR HEALING 
Tom Koczab -(family relation of Schroeder's) 
Stan Iobst 
Judy Doverspike 
Joyce Lawrence 
Jodie Horan 
Parents of Laura MacKool 
Nancy Bechtel 
Jerry Kurtz 
Glenn Watterworth 
Vicki- --(Dave Konikson’s sister-in-law) 
Steve Mills-(neighbor of the Robbins’) 
Alex--(Bill Bowman’s daughter) 
Ryan—-(Paul Winter’s grandson)  
Marge Kunz 
Patti-(Cliff Robbins’ sister)  
Mary Bahr-Jones 
Sue Stepniak 
Barbara Kratz  
Karen- (Fred Walker’s daughter) 
Denise Bidson--(Joan McBride’s niece) 
Sharon Gire 
Ken Pawlitz  
John Turner- (Jeff Turner’s brother) 
Dana and family—(friend of Shelley) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STRENGTH AND HOPE 

Hasnaa & Evan—(friend of Fred Walker)  
Nya Hardeman 
Ewa Grzybowska—(friend of Edyta)  
Lee Rosen- 
Jeff Turner 
Kenneth Bonkowski and family 
Bill & Joyce Pitchford 
Josie 
Carlene Kneebone 
Tom Dittman 
 
 
 
 
 

COMFORT IN MOURNING 
Family of Don Soule– after his recent passing 
Family of Shirley Honor– after her recent passing 
Thomas Anderson & Family-– after the recent 
 passing of his wife, Marilyn 
Randy & Karen Tuck & Family– after the recent 
 passing of Randy’s father, Henry Tuck 
Family of Michael Reid– after his recent passing 
Winnie Fulton & Family –after the recent passing 
 of her son, Ron  
Ross & Winter Families-after the recent passing of 
 husband, father & nephew James Ross 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
Nathan Call- US Army (Valerie Robbins’ nephew) 
Justin Wright- (grandson of Marilyn Wright) 
SrA Shawn Konikson– US Air Force 
Mike Stroud- US Air Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL/GLOBAL 
The world population as they deal with the  
 COVID 19 pandemic 
All people dealing with hardship  and loss from 
 recent natural disasters, including evacuees and 
 first responders 
Those struggling in personal and spiritual crisis 
Victims of unrest & injustice throughout the world 
Second Mile Center 
Those seeking work 
Missionaries serving worldwide 
Those experiencing homelessness 
An end to violence in our nation 

 
 

Please inform the church office of updates or if you know of someone who is well enough to be 
removed from our prayer chain.  Thank you. 
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11300 Nineteen Mile Road  Sterling Heights,  MI 48314 

www.newli fepresby.org              Find us on Facebook 
Church  Of f i c e             586 -731-6133       f ax 586-731-6629  
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Rev.  Dr.  Judith McMillan,  Pastor         248-688-8736       rev judi98@gmail .com  

 

CHURCH STAFF 
         Edyta Jaros Shelley Claeys    Sana Mansour 
      Music Director Secretary Child Care Supervisor 
 

SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan    Clerk: Cheryl Rockey 

Bill Bowman Dave Konikson Lori Haralson 
Sharon Gire Marge Kunz Frank Kunz  
    Cheryl Rockey  
      

 DEACONS 
Moderator: Joan Lockard     Secretary: Dorothy Harrington 

Bob Hitchcock Lou Angyal  Phil Cunningham 
Cheryl Konikson  Lynn Booth Amy Shoults 
Joan Lockard Francis Booth Nelson Shoults 
Dorothy Harrington   

Stay Safe— We will get through this together! 


