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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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A potluck lunch is planned as well 
so watch for further details in 

upcoming Sunday Bulletins. 

Mark your calendars now so you 
won’t miss this informative 

gathering and fellowship 

opportunity. 

The Annual Gathering of the 
Congregation where the 2019 

Annual Report will be presented 

is scheduled for Sunday, 

February 16, 2020 after worship. 

All Boards, Committees, and 

Groups within the congregation 
are reminded to have their 

annual reports in the church 

office by Tuesday, January 28.  

Please submit your reports in 

electronic format either on a  

CD or by emailing it to: 

office@newlifepresby.org (2 to 4 

PowerPoint slides would be fine) 

Annual Gathering—Sunday, February 16, 2020 
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Greetings from Pastor Judi 

 

Dear New Life,  

Some of you know I went to Disney for New Year’s. By far, this was the 

largest gathering I have ever been to for a New Year’s Celebration.  
With 100,000 people pushing to see the lights, fireworks, and show in 

front of the castle I was reminded of a few important things.  
Pay attention to your surroundings, try to be patient, look UP! and stay 

in the moment.  
 

I do not miss the crowds or the pushing or the interesting choices  
people made (like pushing babies in strollers into those tight spaces;  

or setting up a picnic in the middle of a walkway)…but I did see some 

spectacular fireworks and took some memorable photos and videos. 
 

There are things I would change about the day, like having more crowd control, allowing those 

with special needs to be seated in designated areas for everyone’s safety, having those who have 

already seen the first fireworks take a backseat to those who haven’t seen any yet…but this is my 
mind of fairness. I want everyone to have a great time.  
 

As we look to a new year here at New Life, and consider what is special about being a part of this 

church, remember to do the same things here as you would at any special spot on your vacation: 
 

Pay Attention -  Pay attention to your needs, those of loved ones, and to God’s call to be a servant. 
Give scripture and prayer a special place for your reflection. Pay attention to where God may be 

asking you to spend time with others, either in friendship, prayer, or love.  
 

Be Patient - Any idea you have takes time to implement. We are called not only to BE the church 
but to DO church. Both take thoughtfulness and time and creative energy. Join a small group 

bible study; participate in a mission activity; talk with someone new after worship, evaluate what 
has already taken place and ask – is this serving our community well and are we forming new 

relationships? 
 

Look UP! – literally, check out the beauty in the sanctuary that surrounds you; the light coming 
through the windows, go outside and enjoy creation; find a way to get above it all and see a new 

view of what can be. Look up and around every now and then. 
 

Stay in the Moment – It can be hard to not worry about the past and the future. We all do it. We 
concern ourselves with what can be, what has already happened, and neither are in our control. 

What we can do is stay present, love those around us, try not to worry (about health, someone 

else’s choices, or whatever…) what we can do is be amazed for all life is a miracle. So take a 
deep breath as we enjoy 2020 together and give thanks for the miracle of BEING CHURCH 

TOGETHER. 
 

May God bless you this year with many moments of grace and love.  

 

Peace!! Pastor Judi 
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Since November, we have been 
meeting for Sunday school every 

other week.  The children stay in 

church with their parents through 
the Children’s message, and then 

are dismissed to their classroom.  

Beginning in February the 

Discipleship Growth committee is 

going to change the format.  We will 
use an inter-generational program 

after church once a month.  We will 

not have a children’s Sunday School 

Sunday School 

• Nathan Call- 
US Army  
   (Valerie Robbins’  
 nephew) 

• SrA Shawn Konikson 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud 
US Air Force  
   (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Justin Wright  
    (Marilyn Wright’s  
  grandson) 

program during the service.   

We will continue to make 

changes to the program 

based upon the level of 
participation and needs of our 

congregation.  Please keep 

our team in your prayers. 

Monday Study Group  

This bible study by Amy-Jill 
Levine takes you back in time 

 and explains how original 

audiences understood Jesus’s 
parables but also shows how the 

parables still challenge and 

provoke contemporary readers 
two thousand years later.    

Come at 10:45 AM on Mondays 
to participate in this thought-

provoking study. 

Jesus was a skilled storyteller and 
perceptive teacher who used 

parables from everyday life to 

effectively convey his message 
and meaning. 

Life in the first century was very 
different from our world today, 

and many traditional 

interpretations of Jesus’ stories 
ignore this disparity and have 

often allowed anti-Semitism and 

misogyny to color their 
perspectives.   

The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Tuesday, 
January 7 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us as we 
make plans for the 

spring. 

2020 Stewardship Update 

Thank you to those who have 
submitted commitments for 2020.  

Pledges received to date total 

$133,696, from 43 commitment 
cards out of a potential 85 

pledging households.  If you have 

not yet submitted your pledge, 
please do so as soon as possible.  

Cards are available in the 

sanctuary and from the church 
office.  The session is still 

working on the 2020 budget so 

prompt submissions would be 
appreciated and will help turn 

our vision into reality. 
Be Wise Stewards 
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On December 21, NLPC delivered 
food baskets to 12 local families, a 

total of 54 people, and delivered 

Christmas presents to 26 
children.  Sufficient food was 

provided to allow the families to 

prepare a total of 1135 meals, which 
included a Christmas dinner.  

A big thank-you, with Christmas 
hugs, to all who donated money, non-

perishable food, and/or bought 

Christmas presents.  Your generosity 
is the key to the success of this 

Mission Outreach Program.  A special 

thank-you to Laura MacKool, who 
facilitated the Giving Tree, and her 

elves: Lynn Booth and Marilyn 

Wright.  And thank you to the NLPC 

Food Baskets Teams: 1) Shopping 
Team of Don Soule and James 

Tomlinson, and 2) Assembly and 

Delivery Team of Cali Bowman, Phil 
Cunningham, Bob Hitchcock, Pastor 

Judi, Dave Konikson, Don Soule, 

and James Tomlinson.  Donations to 
Christmas food & gift baskets were 

received as follows: 1) $1,190 from 
NLPC Congregants, 2) $250 from 

Session, 3) $200 from Deacons, and 

4) $600 from anonymous 
sources.  NLPC made a positive 

impact to help these families enjoy 

their Christmas holiday. 

Thank You 

The 2019  

annual giving 
statements will 

be distributed 

in the latter 
part of January.  

We will email 

statements to 
those who have 

an email on file 
with the church 

office.  Please 

be sure we 
have your 

current email 

address.  
Printed 

statements will 

be placed in 
the narthex for 

pick up by 

those who do 
not have an 

email on file. 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Dorcas Circle and 

Presbyterian Women will 
meet at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, January 14th in 

the Church Library. We’ll 
be doing the next study lesson. 

Dessert will be served. All women 

are invited to join us.  

 

 Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle does 

not meet in the winter 
months.  

See you in the Spring! 

Committee Annual Reports 

Don’t forget the Annual Reports 
are due in the church office no 

later than January 28th so that we 

can present the full report at our 
Congregational Gathering on 

February 16th. 

Please submit your reports in 
electronic format either on a CD  

or by emailing it to 

office@newlifepresby.org.  
(2 to 4 PowerPoint slides would be 

perfect). 

Per Capita Sunday 

NLPC’s Session has designated 
Sunday, January 12 as Per 

Capita Sunday.  Information and 

clarification of “per-capita” 
expenses will be shared with all 

members on this day and all will 

be encouraged to participate.  

 One of the regular expenses in 

our church budget is Per Capita, 
a yearly apportionment that 

each Presbyterian congregation 

is asked to pay to cover the 
administrative costs of the 

governing bodies of the  

PC (USA).   

Per Capita for the year 2020  

is $30.55 per church member.  

If each member of New Life 
contributed an extra $30.55  

the church budget would have 

an extra $4,093.70, allowing all 
other contributions to go 

directly to program and 

mission. 

Please prayerfully consider 

paying your member 
apportionment to help our 

congregation in fulfilling this 

obligation.  Use the PER CAPITA 
envelope included with your 

offering envelopes or mark your 

contribution “Per Capita”, so it 
can be properly credited. 

Thank you! 
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Offering Envelopes for 2020 

Offering Envelopes for 2020 are 
still available for pick up in the 

Narthex. All persons who returned 

a Stewardship Commitment Card 
have a box of envelopes, as well as 

those who have requested 

envelopes in the past. 

If you do not see a box of 
envelopes in your name and would 

like to have them, please request 

them through the church office. 

2019 Christmas Joy Offering Update 

NLPC November Finance Report 

11/30/2019 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$35,326.74        $9,394.60      $  4,349.90 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $162,811.00   $166,041.40  

Expense  $188,721.00  $172,426.66 

Total   ( $ 25,910.00 )   (  $  6,385.26) 

   

Shop at Meijer to Say Thanks 

The Meijer store on Hall Road at 
Hayes has partnered with NLPC  

on our Food Basket Program by 

donating $250 toward our 
Christmas Food Baskets and also 

donated money to help fund the 

food purchases for our June Food 
Baskets.  Meijer's contribution 

enables NLPC to grow our Food 

Basket Program and help more 
families. Let's thank Meijer at Hall 

and Hayes by shopping there. 

Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering 
reflect our generous God by 

supporting leaders in our Church 

and world– past, present and 
future.   

 Through the generosity of NLPC 
members and friends, we have 

collected $195 to date for the 

Christmas Joy Offering.  
Thank You! 
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New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2019 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

 Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through  

 worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

 Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

 Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

STAFF 

                                                                          Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan, Pastor 

                  Edyta Jaros               Sana Mansour   Shelley Claeys 

               Music Director               Child Care Supervisor        Secretary 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan                      Clerk: Cheryl Rockey 

Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire,  Dave Konikson, Cheryl Rockey 

 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard                           Secretary: Dorothy Harrington 

Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth, Francis Booth, Lou Angyal , Phil Cunningham, 

Amy Shoults, Nelson Shoults 


