December 2019

NEW LIFE NEWSLETTER
NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.
The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"
- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB)
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Greetings from Pastor Judi

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas to you and yours!
Dear New Life,
I am reflecting on verse three from Love Has Come, hymn #110.
Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
I pray you will be given a little more of love this season. As you look around, and enjoy the
company of one another, imagine sharing the love of God with others in your own way.
There is no greater gift than to love and be loved. And we are loved by God. We are loved
with the presence of Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promise of God’s presence
with us now and eternally. Our hope is to be a church that demonstrates love toward those
who most need it. Which, may be in the form of a beautifully wrapped gift celebrating the
season, or a comforting meal, or homemade cookies decorated by the tiny hands of
grandchildren. Love may be in the form of spilled hot chocolate on the way to watch a movie
with friends; or stringing popcorn the old fashioned way to decorate a tree. Love, my friends,
may also be you reaching out to pray for those who are shut-in or homebound. Sing them a
song, visit them after the holidays when others stop travelling, make sure to be the church
with them, and share God’s love.
Blessings to you as you appreciate all God has given you this Advent and Christmas.
Love,
Pastor Judi
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Sunday School
We are again seeking another
volunteer teacher in our
rotation. As participation
increases, both student and
teacher wise, we will happily
return to offering classes every
week. Please keep our team in
your prayers.

In November, we began a new
schedule -Sunday School every
other week through the end of the
year. The children stay in church
with their parents through the
Children’s message, and are then
dismissed to their classroom.
Everyone is enjoying the new
curriculum, and we are excited to
be working on the children’s
participation in the Christmas
Concert.

The Discipleship
Growth Committee
will meet on
Wednesday,
December 4
at 7 PM.
Please join us as we
make plans for the
winter and spring.

Monday Study Group
Jesus was a skilled storyteller and
perceptive teacher who used
parables from everyday life to
effectively convey his message
and meaning.
Life in the first century was very
different from our world today,
and many traditional
interpretations of Jesus’ stories
ignore this disparity and have
often allowed anti-Semitism and
misogyny to color their
perspectives.

This bible study by Amy-Jill
Levine takes you back in time
and explains how original
audiences understood Jesus’s
parables but also shows how the
parables still challenge and
provoke contemporary readers
two thousand years later.
Come at 10:45 AM on Mondays
to participate in this thoughtprovoking study.

Family Christmas Potluck
New Life Honey-Doers are hosting
the New Life Family Christmas
Potluck on Sunday, December 8,
immediately after worship service
that day.
We will be making ornaments for
Agape Hall Christmas trees,
decorating trees and caroling in
the sanctuary.

Please sign up on the bulletin
board outside the church office to
say you will attend and what dish
you will share.

New Life is actively
seeking a
Children’s Ministry
Teacher. This
would be a parttime, paid position.
About 4 hours a
week, with extra
time as needed to
assist with special
programs that occur
throughout the year.
Individual needs to
be at least 18 years
old, have good
interpersonal skills
and the ability to
work gracefully
with children,
volunteers and
parents. Experience
preferred. Must be
dependable and
have reliable
transportation.
Contact Lori
Haralson for a full
job description
and/or to set up an
interview.
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Holiday Baskets and Giving Tree

We are taking
orders for the
gorgeous
Poinsettias to
beautify our
sanctuary this
holiday season.
Think about
ordering one or
more in memory
or in honor of
someone special
in your life.
Order forms are
available on the
bulletin board
for your
convenience.
Orders may also
be placed
through the
church office.
Orders and
payment are
due by
December 15th.

We have adopted 12
families this
Christmas to provide
a holiday gift/food
basket These
families are also in
need of gifts for their
children as their
resources are quite limited. Tags
will hang from the tree at the back
of the sanctuary. Please take a tag
with the person’s name and need
on it. Make sure you wrap the gift
and attach the tag to it. It is
important that if you take an
ornament that you return the gift as
someone is depending on that gift
for Christmas. If you have any
questions or problems please
contact Laura MacKool.

Place a separate check, payable to
New Life Presbyterian Church in
your offering with the note of Food
Baskets. Cash donations can also
be given to Bruce Short after
Worship Service. Baskets will be
assembled and delivered on
Saturday, December 21st. Food
shoppers and drivers are needed,
with food shopping planned for
Friday, December 20th. Food
shopping and driver sign-up
sheets are on the bulletin board
across from the church office.
Questions or concerns may be
directed to the church office.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity.

We will also need non perishables
(list is available in the worship
bulletins) and monetary donations
for the holiday baskets.

New Life Christmas Concert
New Life Presbyterian Church
will hold its Christmas Concert on
Sunday, December 15th at 5:30 PM.
Come and enjoy an entertaining
and enriching program presented

by our talented members and
friends. Please plan to attend
this festive evening filled with
beautiful seasonal music.

Stewardship Update

Be Wise Stewards

Thank you to those who have
submitted commitments for 2020.
Pledges received to date total
$95,496, from 37 commitment
cards out of a potential 85
pledging households. If you have
not yet submitted your pledge,
please do so as soon as possible.

Cards are available in the
sanctuary and from the church
office. The session will be
creating the 2020 budget at the
December 15th meeting so
submissions prior to that date
would be appreciated and will
help turn our vision into reality.
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December Fellowship Gatherings
Dorcas Circle /
New Life Presbyterian
Women
The Dorcas Circle and the
Presbyterian Women will
meet on Tuesday,
December 10 at 6:30 PM
for their Annual Christmas
Potluck in the Church Library. We
invite all women of our
congregation to come for an
evening of food, fun, and rejoicing.
Bring a sandwich (quartered), a
Salad OR dessert to share as well
as a short Christmas devotion or
reading. One last thing is $5.00 to
donate towards the Giving Tree
gifts if you’d like. Please let
Dorothy Harrington or Lynn Booth
know if you will attend.

Rachel Circle
The ladies of Rachel
Circle will meet on
Thursday, November 14th at
12:30 pm at Lakeside Family
Restaurant. It is located on
Schoenherr just S. of Lakeside Mall
behind the Kroger Gas Station.
Come and join us for lively
conversation and a tasty lunch
together. Please let Lynn Booth
(586-781-6753) know if you will
attend.

Blood Drive Results
On Thursday, November 14, NLPC
hosted our 4th Blood Drive of 2019,
breaking two records: 55 units were
collected, saving 165 lives,
exceeding our previous high of 54,
and a new annual high of 181 units
were collected in 2019, saving 543
lives, exceeding our previous annual
record of 179 units. On November
14, 50 people presented themselves;
41 donated one unit of blood, 7
donated two units of blood, (double
red), and 2 were deferred for minor
medical reasons. Our friends,
neighbors and NLPC members
continue to demonstrate the high
value they put on NLPC Blood
Drives, which provide them an
opportunity to give back to their
community while enjoying a friendly
environment with pie and chili. A big
thank you to our blood donors of

which 7 were NLPC members and 43
were friends and neighbors. Also,
special thanks to our November Life
Saving Teams: 1) Baking Team of
Barb Armaly, Lynn Booth, Karen
Duff, Lori Haralson, Cheryl Rockey,
Margaret North, and Elaine
Watterworth, 2) Canteen Hosting
Team of Lou Angyal, Lynn Booth,
Karen Duff, Bob and Emily
Hitchcock, Laura MacKool, and
James Tomlinson, 3) Sign
Advertising by Bob Hitchcock, 4)
Chili by James Tomlinson, and 5)
Blood Drive Facilitation and Donor
Scheduling by Shelley
Claeys. Thank you again to all NLPC
volunteers and blood donors who
helped achieve our record success
in 2019. Our next blood drive is
scheduled for March 12, 2020.

• Nathan Call-

US Army
(Valerie Robbins’
nephew)
• SrA Shawn Konikson
US Air Force

• Mike Stroud

US Air Force
(Shirley Coar’s
grandson)

• Justin Wright

(Marilyn Wright’s
grandson)
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Thanksgiving Basket Thanks

Through the
Christmas Joy
Offering, support
church workers
through assistance in
their time of need
and to racial ethnic
education and
leadership
development. New
Life will receive the
offering throughout
the Advent season.
Please prayerfully
consider your
generous support.

On November 23, NLPC delivered
food baskets to 12 local families; a
total of 54 people, of which 26
were children. NLPC provided
sufficient food for these families to
prepare 1135 meals. The
objective is to make an positive
impact to struggling Macomb
County residents by providing
food for a week for a family of
four, which includes a holiday
meal. Donations to Thanksgiving
Food Baskets were received as
follows: 1) $975 from
Congregants' Special Offerings,
2) $250 from Session,

3) $200 from Deacons, and $250
from Meijer (Hall & Hayes). Thank
you to all NLPC Congregants who
donated money and/or nonperishable food. And thank you to
the NLPC Food Baskets Teams: 1)
Shopping Team of Julie and Jessica
Angyal, Bob Hitchcock, Laura
MacKool, and Don Soule, and 2)
Assembly and Delivery Teams of
Lou Angyal, Lynn and Francis Booth,
Denise Boyne, Phil Cunningham,
Bob Hitchcock, Dave Konikson, Don
Soule, James Tomlinson, and
Marilyn Wright.

Christmas Eve Worship
Looking Forward to
Christmas Eve!
Celebrate the beauty of Jesus’
birth at our Christmas Eve
Candlelight service, which will
be held at 5:00 PM. Please feel
free to invite friends and family
to worship with us this Christmas
season.

NLPC October Finance Report
10/31/2019 Cash Balance
$25,932.14

Income
Expense
Total

Monthly Change
( $ 1,351.39)

YTD Change
( $ 5,044.70)

YTD Budget
$ 148,010.00
$ 171,564.00

YTD Actual
$ 152,835.69
$ 148,214.49

($23,554.00)

$ 4,621.20
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NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11300 Nineteen Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314

Website:
www.newlifepresby.org

Phone: 586-731-6133
Fax: 586-731-6629
E-mail:
office@newlifepresby.org

FEBRUARY 2019

www.facebook.com/newlifepresby

New Life Presbyterian Church Staff
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through
worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.

Edyta Jaros
Music Director

STAFF
Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan, Pastor
Sana Mansour
Child Care Supervisor

Shelley Claeys
Secretary

BOARD OF SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan
Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, Charles Gough, Dave Konikson, Calli
Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder)
BOARD OF DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard
Secretary: Dorothy Harrington
Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth,
Francis Booth, Lou Angyal

