New Life Presbyterian Church
December 22, 2019

10:30 a.m.

Welcome to this Lord’s Day Worship. We rejoice that you are here!
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith
together through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an
imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.
Child Care is available during
our worship service.

Large Print Bulletins,
Hymnals,

Ask an usher for the location of the

and Bibles

Childcare Room.

are available.

Participating in Worship
Worship Leader:
Music Director:

Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan, Pastor
Edyta Jaros

Liturgist:

Joyce Harrison

Ushers:

Francis Booth,
Jodie Horan and Don Soule

Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourth Sunday of Advent
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

In the Bleak Midwinter

Tone Chimes

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES/CALL TO WORSHIP

Reader : O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent.

(A member of the Bowman-Tomlinson family lights the fourth candle.)
Reader : We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us
with your grace and light.
Reader : Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life
was not easy, she heard God's voice and said yes. Her song was a prayer
that would uplift those who were downtrodden. Her lyrics shattered the
proud and called the world to change. She would bear within her the
promised child, Jesus, the Light of the World. This Advent, we respond to
God's beckoning to us as well.

Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your good
news to life within us. Give us courage to carry your light into the
injustices and shadows of this world.

Shine on us, O God of justice;
Guide our path through gloom of night;
Bear within us Wisdom's glory;
Come to us, O Christ the Light. Amen.
*HYMN #97

Watchmen, Tell Us of the Night

CALL TO CONFESSION
RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

It is Advent. It is the season in which we prepare our hearts
to welcome Christ, who is the bringer of all peace.
We confess to you the ways in which
we block the peace of Christ in our lives.
God of peace, hear our prayer.
The rushing and scurrying to get things done,
we confess to you, O God of peace.
The worry about the little details,
we confess to you, O God of peace.
The financial burdens we put on ourselves,
we confess to you, O God of peace.
The impatience and irritability we feel and take out on one another,
we confess to you, O God of peace.

The bickering and quarreling we get into because we are too busy,
we confess to you, O God of peace.
Though we make ourselves less than peaceful at this time of the year,
your peace is always there for us.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

…The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all

And also with you.
Please share Christ’s peace with those worshipping around you

*SONG OF PRAISE

#121

O Little Town of Bethlehem

(v. 4)

LISTENING FOR THE WORD
THE WORD INTERPRETED FOR CHILDREN

ANTHEM

Almost There

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NLPC Choir

THE WORD OF GOD

Isaiah 7:107:10-16
Matthew 1:181:18-25

Pew Bible OT p. 598
Pew Bible NT p. 1

This is the Word of the LORD;

Thanks be to God.
Angels

SERMON

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
SPECIAL MUSIC

Let There Be Peace On Earth Grant Haralson

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Henry James Rautio

PROFESSION OF FAITH
RENUNCIATIONS
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We trust in Jesus Christ,
Fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives,

teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.
Amen.
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise…
THE BAPTISM

THE WELCOME
…Let us welcome this newly baptized child of God.

With joy and thanksgiving,
we welcome you into Christ’s church
to share with us in his ministry,
for we are all one in Christ.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

…And now hear us as we pray together as Jesus taught us :
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

OFFERTORY

What Child is This

*SONG OF DEDICATION

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

#605

Praise Band

Praise to God the Father

SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN #119

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

POSTLUDE

*Those that are able may stand.

New Life Opportunities &
Announcements
New Life Presbyterian Church welcomes
Henry James Rautio
son of Jonathon and Alexandria Rautio
to the Christian Family
through the sacrament of Baptism today.
The rose on the shelf is in honor of his baptism.

You Are Invited!
Please join us in Fellowship Hall after service for a celebration in
honor of the Baptism of Henry James Rautio. All are welcome!

2020 Stewardship Campaign
Thank you to those who have submitted commitments for
2020. Pledges received to date total $118,446, from 42
commitment cards out of a potential 85 pledging households.
Be Wise Stewards

If you have not yet submitted your pledge, please do so as soon as possible. Cards
are available in the sanctuary and from the church office. The session meets
tomorrow to prayerfully prepare our 2020 budget. We will be in touch!

Looking Forward to Christmas Eve!
Celebrate the beauty of Jesus’ birth at our Christmas Eve service,
which will be held at 5:00 PM. Please feel free to invite friends and
family to worship with us this Christmas season.

Many Thanks from the Mission Committee
Thank you to those who helped support the mission
baskets and giving tree projects this year. With
your help we were able to provide mission food
baskets for 12 families which included general food
items along with a holiday meal and Christmas gifts
for their children. A special thank you goes out to
those who helped to assemble and deliver those baskets last
Sunday. Thank you for taking the opportunity to share god’s
love with the less fortunate in our community. Your generosity
truly brightens the season!

Presbyterian Coffee Project
Help the farmers in third world countries. The next fair trade
product order is being assembled for February delivery. See Stanley Iobst to place your order for coffee, tea and cocoa.

2019 Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we
celebrate the gift of leadership—past, present and
future—through support of the Christmas Joy Offering.
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, we honor church leaders by providing
assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related ethnic schools and colleges.
New Life will receive the offering throughout the advent season. Offering
envelopes are conveniently located in the pews. You may also use the envelope
included in today’s bulletin. Please prayerfully consider your generous support.

Holiday Church Office Hours
Monday, Thursday, Friday
Tuesday & Wednesday

9:00 AM—3:00 PM
OFFICE CLOSED

The 2020 Giving Envelopes are available for pick up in the Narthex.
Please take yours home today! Contact the church office if you
cannot locate your box.

Liturgists Needed!
Our Liturgist Sign up sheet is full of openings! No experience is
necessary! If you can serve at one of our worship services, we would
love to have your help so sign up today!

Church Communication
Would you like to have a church event or announcement included in
the Newsletter or Sunday bulletin? Would you like to invite church
members to a special event? Please submit a Publication Request
form to the church office for all announcements to be included in the
Newsletter and/or Sunday bulletin. The deadline for Sunday bulletin
publication is the prior Wednesday. Request forms can be found on the
bulletin board outside the church office. You can also email your request
to office@newlifepresby.org.
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping the lines of
communication open here at New Life Presbyterian Church.

Congregational Care Fund
New Life Presbyterian Church has established a Congregational Care
Fund to assist members of the congregation when they face
unexpected crises. Over the past years we have been able to help
members who have faced problems such as unexpected loss of
employment, mortgage foreclosure, illness and other things. The assistance we have
been able to provide to individual members has made a genuine difference in helping
stabilize their lives. Much of the fund has come through individual donations from
members of the congregation. If you would like to make a contribution, please
include a note indicating it is to be allocated to the congregational care fund. This
fund makes it possible to provide assistance where appropriate. Thank you for your
consideration.

Extended Communion
A committee of elders and deacons has been formed to offer Extended Communion
to anyone who is shut in: at home, in the hospital or in rehabilitation. These elders
and deacons have been trained on how to share the elements and there is an
abbreviated worship service to accompany communion.
This service is available on the first Sunday of each month.
If you know anyone interested in receiving communion in this
manner please contact Dorothy Harrington at 586-552-7969 by the
Thursday prior to the first Sunday of the month. This will allow
time to make arrangements to serve all who request this service.

Please join us at 11:45AM in Fellowship Hall for light refreshments.
Childcare is available from 10:00AM-12:00PM.
Sunday School
Currently, we have Sunday School every other week only through the end of the
year. The children will stay in church with their parents through the Children’s
message, and then be dismissed to their classroom. Everyone is enjoying the new
curriculum, and we are excited to be working on the children’s participation in the
Christmas Concert. We are again seeking another teacher in our rotation. As
participation increases, both student and teacher wise, we will happily return to
offering classes every week. Please keep our team in your prayers.
If you are interested in helping out, please contact Lori Haralson.

Short Stories by Jesus
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am in Fellowship Hall
Jesus was a skilled storyteller and perceptive teacher who used
parables from everyday life to effectively convey his message and meaning.
Life in the first century was very different from our world today, and many traditional
interpretations of Jesus’ stories ignore this disparity and have often allowed antiSemitism and misogyny to color their perspectives. This bible study by Amy-Jill
Levine takes you back in time and explains how original audiences understood Jesus’s
parables but also shows how the parables still challenge and provoke contemporary
readers two thousand years later.

Prayer Group
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
Join with Pastor Judi and other members of our congregation to pray for special
intentions here in our church and offer support for those needing God’s guidance and
healing love.

PRAY FOR HEALING
Glenn Watterworth
Joyce Lawrence
Vicki- --(Dave Konikson’s sister-in-law)
Jodie Horan
Steve Mills-(neighbor of the Robbins’)
Nancy Bechtel
Alex--(Bill Bowman’s daughter)
Ryan—-(Paul Winter’s grandson)
Marge Kunz
Patti-(Cliff Robbins’ sister)
Judy Doverspike
Mary Bahr-Jones
Sue Stepniak
Barbara Kratz
Tom Hamblen-(friend of Craig Watson)
Norma O’Connor
Karen- (Fred Walker’s daughter)
Henry, Amanda and Veronica- (friends of Paul
Winter)

Denise Bidson--(Joan McBride’s niece)
Ken Savage
Sharon Gire
Ken Pawlitz
John Turner- (Jeff Turner’s brother)
Dana and family—(friend of Shelley)

STRENGTH AND HOPE
Nya Hardeman
Ewa Grzybowska—(friend of Edyta)
Lee RosenJeff Turner
Shirley Honor
Kenneth Bonkowski and family
Bill & Joyce Pitchford
Josie
Pete Wickens & Family--(friend of Haralsons)
Carlene Kneebone
Tom Dittman
Marilyn Anderson

COMFORT IN MOURNING
Winnie Fulton & Family –after the recent passing
of her son, Ron
Ross & Winter Families-after the recent passing of
husband, father & nephew James Ross
Jeff Turner and Family of Wendy Quick– after
Wendy’s recent passing
Elaine Watterworth and Family-after the recent
passing of her sister
Jessica & Family– after the recent passing of her
husband

SERVING IN THE MILITARY
Nathan Call- US Army (Valerie Robbins’ nephew)
Justin Wright- (grandson of Marilyn Wright)
SrA Shawn Konikson– US Air Force
Mike Stroud- US Air Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)

GENERAL/GLOBAL
All people dealing with hardship and loss from
recent natural disasters, including evacuees and
first responders
Those struggling in personal and spiritual crisis
Victims of unrest & injustice throughout the world
Second Mile Center
Those seeking work
Missionaries serving worldwide
Those experiencing homelessness
An end to violence in our nation

Please inform the church office of updates or if you know of someone who is well enough to be
removed from our prayer chain. Thank you.
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Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan, Pastor

248-688 -8736

revjudi98@g mail.com

CHURCH STAFF
Edyta Jaros
Music Director

Shelley Claeys
Secretary

Sana Mansour
Child Care Supervisor

SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan
Lori Haralson
Frank Kunz
Valerie Robbins
Calliandra Bowman-Tomlinson

Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Bill Bowman
Sharon Gire
Charles Gough

Dave Konikson
Marge Kunz

DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard

Secretary: Dorothy Harrington

Judy Doverspike
Jodie Horan
Margie Hurst

Bob Hitchcock
Cheryl Konikson
Joan Lockard
Dorothy Harrington

Lou Angyal
Lynn Booth
Francis Booth

NLPC Weekly Calendar
MONDAY, December 23, 2019
9:00 AM Honey Doers
10:30 AM Study Group
6:30 PM Tone Chimes
7:30 PM Choir Practice
8:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, December 24, 2019

WEDNESDAY, December 25, 2019
Church Office Closed

THURSDAY, December 26, 2019
11:00 AM Prayer Group

Church Office Closed
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

Christmas Eve Service
AA, Alanon, Alateen

SUNDAY, December 29, 2019
9:45 AM Choir Practice
10:00 AM Prayer Partners
10:30 AM Service of Lessons
and Carols
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:45 AM Coffee Time

