New Life Presbyterian Church
December 1, 2019

10:30 a.m.

Welcome to this Lord’s Day Worship. We rejoice that you are here!
NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016)
Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith
together through worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.
Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an
imperfect world.
Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:
*reach out in acceptance to a diverse community;
*embrace the marginalized and show love to all;
*feed the hungry and care for the sick;
*search for peace and work for justice.
Child Care is available during
our worship service.

Large Print Bulletins,
Hymnals,

Ask an usher for the location of the

and Bibles

Childcare Room.

are available.

Participating in Worship
Worship Leader:
Music Director:

Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan, Pastor
Edyta Jaros

Liturgist:

Dave Konikson

Ushers:

Francis Booth,
Jodie Horan and Don Soule

Service for the Lord’s Day
First Sunday in Advent
Service of the Lord’s Supper
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

God Whose Giving Knows No Ending
Calli Bowman-Tomlinson

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE/CALL TO WORSHIP

Reader : O God, we light the first candle of Advent.

(A member of the Hurst family lights the first candle.)
Reader : We kindle it with hope. We long for you to come to our world, to
break through and reign with compassion, justice, and peace.
Reader : The prophet Isaiah also cried to God to tear open heaven and
come down. He called God's people to do right. Isaiah called them to be
refashioned like clay by God, the potter. This Advent, we call out to God.

Mighty God, creator of the world, break through all that keeps us
from you. We ask for your mercy and reform us in your image. This
Advent, visit us with your justice, love, and peace.

Shine on us, O God of justice;
Guide our path through gloom of night;
Bear within us Wisdom's glory;
Come to us, O Christ the Light. Amen.
*HYMN #93

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

CALL TO CONFESSION
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O promised Christ:
We are a world at war.
Our peace depends on your coming.
We are a sinful people.
Our pardon depends on your coming.
We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises;
our only hope of doing God’s will
is that you should come and help us do it.
Lord Christ, Word made flesh,
our world waits
for your peace,
for your pardon,
and for your grace.
Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

...In Christ, we are made right with God.
Thanks be to God!
SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

…May the Peace of Christ be with you !

And also with you.
Please share Christ’s peace with those worshipping around you
*SONG OF PRAISE

#121

O Little Town of Bethlehem

(v. 1)

LISTENING FOR THE WORD
THE WORD INTERPRETED FOR CHILDREN

ANTHEM

We Wait for Thee

NLPC Choir

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
THE WORD OF GOD

Isaiah 2:12:1-5
Matthew 24:3624:36-44
This is the Word of the LORD;

Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible OT p. 594
Pew Bible NT p. 26

SERMON

Keep Watch
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN #530

One Bread, One Body

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth.
The one who is full of patience,
who is not afraid of silence,
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise.
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry,
and who does not jostle for attention.
We believe in God the Son, Savior of creation,
who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed,
who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry,
who frequently took time alone with his patient Father,
who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant,
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers,
whose silence overpowered their words,
who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes,
sometimes arriving with obvious power,
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper.

We believe in one God
who patiently waits for us,
and who longs for us to do the same.
(Advent Creed: written by Dave Hopwood/engageworship.org.

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

OFFERTORY

Wonderful Counselor

*SONG OF DEDICATION

#605

Calli Bowman-Tomlinson

Praise to God the Father

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

As Presbyterians, we welcome all those who trust in Christ to come to the Lord’s
Table with us, trusting not in our own worthiness, but in God’s grace. We will receive
communion today by intinction. At the indicated time, you may come forward by the
center aisle to take a piece of bread from the basket, dip one end of it in the cup, and
eat before returning to your seat by the side aisles.
A separate plate and chalice will be provided for those who choose gluten free
bread. There is no alcohol in the communion juice.
COMMUNON ANTHEM

Communion

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

NLPC Band

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you!
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pour out your Spirit…
…And now hear us as we pray together as Jesus taught us :
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD

…These are the gifts of God for the people of God;

Thanks be to God!
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

Canticle of the Turning

Tone Chimes

CONCLUDING PRAYER
SENDING OUT INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN #100

My Soul Cries Out With a Joyful Shout

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

Go with God into this day
May the Spirit guide your way
Offer peace to all you greet
Like Christ, see God in all you meet.

POSTLUDE

*Those that are able may stand.

New Life Opportunities &
Announcements
Canned Goods— Today is the first Sunday of the month so we are
collecting canned goods for the needy in our community. Please
place your donation in the baskets in the sanctuary. Please be sure
that all food donated is not expired. Thank you for your
cooperation.

2020 Stewardship Campaign

Be Wise Stewards

We were grateful to have received so many commitments for
2020 during our consecration service last Sunday, November
24, Stewardship Sunday. If you were not able to join us last
Sunday, there is still time to contribute to the future of New
Life PC.

You should have recently received a letter from Pastor Judi inviting you to consider
your 20/20 vision for New Life, including using your time, talents and treasure to
share the good news in the world. Please prayerfully consider your 2020
commitment to New Life and help turn our vision into reality. Pledge cards can be
returned to the church office using the envelope included with the letter. Let’s be
wise stewards and carry New Life PC into the next decade!

Christmas Poinsettias!
We are now taking orders for poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary
this Christmas season. Order forms are available on the bulletin
board and are due by Sunday, December 15th. Please make checks
payable to New Life Presbyterian Church. Plants will be displayed
on December 24th and are available to be taken home after the
Christmas Eve worship service. Thank you.

Urgent Need for Liturgists!
Our Liturgist Sign up sheet is full of openings! No experience is
necessary! If you can serve at one of our worship services, we would
love to have your help so sign up today!

Annual Family Christmas Potluck
The Honey-Doers are Doers are hosting the New Life Family
Christmas Potluck on Sunday, December 8, immediately after
worship service that day. We will be making ornaments for
Fellowship Hall Christmas trees, decorating trees and caroling in
the sanctuary.
In an effort to help to those in our community, the Sock Fund will be available that
day to accept donations. Grocery or gas gift cards or cash donations are preferred.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Please sign up on the bulletin board outside the church office to say you will attend
and what dish you will share.

Mission Food Baskets Thanks!!!!
On November 23, NLPC delivered food baskets to 12 local families; a
total of 54 people, of which 26 were children. NLPC provided sufficient
food for these families to prepare 1135 meals. The objective is to make an
positive impact to struggling Macomb County residents by providing
food for a week for a family of four, which includes a holiday meal.
Donations to Thanksgiving Food Baskets were received as follows: 1) $975 from
Congregants' Special Offerings, 2) $250 from Session, 3) $200 from Deacons, and $250
from Meijer (Hall & Hayes). Thank you to all NLPC Congregants who donated money
and/or non-perishable food. And thank you to the NLPC Food Baskets Teams: 1)
Shopping Team of Julie and Jessica Angyal, Bob Hitchcock, Laura MacKool, and Don
Soule, and 2) Assembly and Delivery Teams of Lou Angyal, Lynn and Francis Booth,
Denise Boyne, Phil Cunningham, Bob Hitchcock, Dave Konikson, Don Soule, James
Tomlinson, and Marilyn Wright.

Next Sunday, December 8!
New Life Presbyterian Church will hold a congregational meeting
following worship. The meeting is for the purpose of electing new
deacons and to review and approve the Purchase Agreement for the
Clinton Township Property. Please plan to attend.

Holiday Decorating Party
The Honey-Doers would like to invite all members and friends
to join them in decorating the church for the Christmas season.
The decorating will take place on Monday, December 2 from
9:30 AM until Noon. The more, the merrier!

Holiday Baskets
NLPC will be providing holiday gift/food baskets to 12 families in our
community. These families are also in need of gifts for their children as
their resources are quite limited. Tags will hang from the tree at the back
of the sanctuary. Please take a tag with the person’s name and need on it.
Make sure you wrap the gift and attach the tag to it upon return.
Questions regarding the giving tree should be directed at Laura MacKool.
We will also need non perishables (see below for list) and monetary donations for the
holiday baskets. Place a separate check, payable to New Life Presbyterian Church in
your offering with the note of Food Baskets. Cash donations can be given to Bruce
Short after the Worship Service.
Baskets will be assembled and delivered on Saturday, December 22nd. Food
shoppers and drivers are needed, with food shopping planned
for Friday, December 20th.
Food shopping and driver sign-up sheets are on the
bulletin board across from the church office.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Please join the Mission Committee of New Life Presbyterian Church in
filling Mission food baskets for those in need in our community. Please
choose items from the list below (items tend to be the most expensive for
families to obtain) when shopping for your donation:
*Canned Ham
*Canned Chicken
*Canned Turkey
*Canned Tuna
*Jar of Peanut Butter
Jar of Jelly
Box of Bisquick

Box of Jell-O
Box of Cake Mix
Can of Frosting
Can of Fruit
Boxed Macaroni
& Cheese

Can of Spaghetti-O’s
Can of Soup w/Meat
Box of Success Rice or
a bag of rice
Box of Instant Potatoes
(plain)

* Items are High Protein Items
The Mission Committee will be collecting donations
through Sunday, December 15th, with the baskets being assembled on
Saturday, December 21st in Fellowship Hall. Thank you for helping to
provide assistance to families in our community.

New Life Women’s Christmas Gathering
The Dorcas Circle and the Presbyterian Women will meet
on Tuesday, December 10 at 6:30 PMfor their Annual
Christmas Potluck in the Church Library. We invite all
women of our congregation to come for an evening of food,
fun, and rejoicing. Bring a sandwich (quartered), a Salad
OR dessert to share as well as a short Christmas devotion
or reading. One last thing is $5.00 to donate towards the
Giving Tree gifts if you’d like. Please let Dorothy
Harrington or Lynn Booth know if you will attend.

Rachel Circle The Rachel Circle invites everyone to our
Christmas Luncheon on Thursday, December 12 at 12:30 at
Lakeside Family Dining. It is located S. Of Lakeside Mall on
Schoenherr Rd. In a plaza behind the Kroger Gas
Station. Please let Lynn Booth know if you will
attend. Come for a tasty lunch and friendly
conversation!

Join us Sunday, December 15th!
Our Christmas Concert will be held at 4:00 PM. Please come and
enjoy the performances by our talented members and friends. Let
them add a little sparkle to your holiday !

2019 Christmas Joy Offering
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we
celebrate the gift of leadership—past, present and
future—through support of the Christmas Joy Offering.
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, we honor church leaders by providing
assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need and
developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related ethnic schools and colleges.
New Life will receive the offering throughout the advent season. Offering
envelopes are conveniently located at the back of the sanctuary. Please
prayerfully consider your generous support.

Please join us at 11:45AM in Fellowship Hall for light refreshments.
Childcare is available from 10:00AM-12:00PM.
Sunday School
Currently, we have Sunday School every other week only through the end of the
year. The children will stay in church with their parents through the Children’s
message, and then be dismissed to their classroom. Everyone is enjoying the new
curriculum, and we are excited to be working on the children’s participation in the
Christmas Concert. We are again seeking another teacher in our rotation. As
participation increases, both student and teacher wise, we will happily return to
offering classes every week. Please keep our team in your prayers.
If you are interested in helping out, please contact Lori Haralson.

Short Stories by Jesus
Mondays: 10:30 am – 11:45 am in Fellowship Hall
Jesus was a skilled storyteller and perceptive teacher who used
parables from everyday life to effectively convey his message and meaning.
Life in the first century was very different from our world today, and many traditional
interpretations of Jesus’ stories ignore this disparity and have often allowed antiSemitism and misogyny to color their perspectives. This bible study by Amy-Jill
Levine takes you back in time and explains how original audiences understood Jesus’s
parables but also shows how the parables still challenge and provoke contemporary
readers two thousand years later.

Prayer Group
Thursdays: 11:00 am – NOON
Join with Pastor Judi and other members of our congregation to pray for special
intentions here in our church and offer support for those needing God’s guidance and
healing love.

PRAY FOR HEALING
Nancy Bechtel
Alex--(Bill Bowman’s daughter)
Jodie Horan
Ryan—-(Paul Winter’s grandson)
Marge Kunz
Patti-(Cliff Robbins’ sister)
Judy Doverspike
Sandra Blair-(Dorothy Harrington’s daughter)
Mary Bahr-Jones
Eva Claeys
Sue Stepniak
Barbara Kratz
Tom Hamblen-(friend of Craig Watson)
Sandy Bousquette
Norma O’Connor
Karen- (Fred Walker’s daughter)
Henry, Amanda and Veronica- (friends of Paul
Winter)

Denise Bidson--(Joan McBride’s niece)
Ken Savage
Sharon Gire
Ken Pawlitz
John Turner- (Jeff Turner’s brother)
Dana and family—(friend of Shelley)

STRENGTH AND HOPE
Nya Hardeman
Ewa Grzybowska—(friend of Edyta)
Lee RosenJeff Turner
Shirley Honor
Kenneth Bonkowski and family
Bill & Joyce Pitchford
Josie
Pete Wickens & Family--(friend of Haralsons)
Carlene Kneebone
Tom Dittman
Marilyn Anderson

COMFORT IN MOURNING
Ross & Winter Families-after the recent passing of
husband, father & nephew James Ross
Jeff Turner and Family of Wendy Quick– after
Wendy’s recent passing
Elaine Watterworth and Family-after the recent
passing of her sister
Family of Kathy Delia– after her recent passing
Jessica & Family– after the resent passing of her
husband
Family of Larry Lawson– after his recent passing

SERVING IN THE MILITARY
Nathan Call- US Army (Valerie Robbins’ nephew)
Justin Wright- (grandson of Marilyn Wright)
SrA Shawn Konikson– US Air Force
Mike Stroud- US Air Force (Shirley Coar’s
grandson)

GENERAL/GLOBAL
All people dealing with hardship and loss from
recent natural disasters, including evacuees and
first responders
Those struggling in personal and spiritual crisis
Victims of unrest & injustice throughout the world
Second Mile Center
Those seeking work
Missionaries serving worldwide
Those experiencing homelessness
An end to violence in our nation

Please inform the church office of updates or if you know of someone who is well enough to be
removed from our prayer chain. Thank you.

New Life Presbyterian Church
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Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan, Pastor

248-688 -8736

revjudi98@g mail.com

CHURCH STAFF
Edyta Jaros
Music Director

Shelley Claeys
Secretary

Sana Mansour
Child Care Supervisor

SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Dr. Judith McMillan
Lori Haralson
Frank Kunz
Valerie Robbins
Calliandra Bowman-Tomlinson

Clerk: Valerie Robbins
Bill Bowman
Sharon Gire
Charles Gough

Dave Konikson
Marge Kunz

DEACONS
Moderator: Joan Lockard

Secretary: Dorothy Harrington

Judy Doverspike
Jodie Horan
Margie Hurst

Bob Hitchcock
Cheryl Konikson
Joan Lockard
Dorothy Harrington

Lou Angyal
Lynn Booth
Francis Booth

NLPC Weekly Calendar
MONDAY, December 2, 2019
9:00 AM Honey Doers
Christmas Decorating
6:30 PM Tone Chimes
7:00 PM Troop 210 Leadership Meeting
7:30 PM Choir Practice
8:00 PM AA
TUESDAY, December 3, 2019
8:00 PM AA, Alanon, Alateen

WEDNESDAY, December 4, 2019
7:00 PM Discipleship Growth
7:00 PM Anxiety Support Group
7:00 PM Band Practice

THURSDAY, December 5, 2019
11:00 AM Prayer Group

FRIDAY, December 6, 2019
7:00 PM
Troop 210 Lock-In

SUNDAY, December 8, 2019
9:45 AM Choir Practice
10:00 AM Prayer Partners
10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:45 AM Congregational
Meeting
12:00 PM Christmas Potluck
2:00 PM Private Recital

