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"So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation.  

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!"  

- 2 Cor 5:17 (CEB) 
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Inside this Issue: 

The 

Discipleship 

Growth 

Committee 

will meet on 

Wednesday,  

September 4th, 

at 7:00 pm.  

We invite anyone with ideas 

or talents for Christian 

Education for all ages to join 

us.  If you are interested in 

being a teacher, please 

consider coming to observe 

any of our classes to see how 

you can help! We are very excited to begin this year’s Sunday School 
program on September 15th, and this year we are going to 

try something different!  The children will come with their 
parents into the Sanctuary at 10:30, and then after the 

Children’s sermon, they will be dismissed to the Sunday 
School classroom.  We are planning an interesting and 

interactive time for the children to learn about Jesus’s 
teachings and love for them and how they can demonstrate 
that love to others.  We are in the process of hiring a 

teacher that will lead the class along with a volunteer from 
the congregation each week.  Valerie Robbins, Bernice 

Rutherford, and Lori Haralson have volunteered already, 
and we are looking for one or two more people to help out.  

The assistants will rotate, with each person helping on one 
Sunday each month, so that no one person has to miss the 
rest of the service each week.  If a month happens to have  

5 Sundays in it, we are planning on making that 5th Sunday 
a Youth Sunday as we did in the past.  The children will 

help usher, read liturgy, and we hope to have the 
Children’s Choir sing.  This promises to be an exciting year 

not to be missed! 
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Greetings from Pastor Mary, 

Just as you have always obeyed me, 

not only in my presence, 

BUT 

much more now in my absence 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 

for it is God who is at work in you enabling you to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

[Philippians 2:12-13] 

 

 

The time is fast approaching, when I will no longer be your Interim Pastor.  I do not look forward 
to that time, as I will miss you all terribly.  Before that time of going our separate ways, however, 

there will also be a time of temporary separation.  On September 13th, I will be undergoing 

surgery for breast cancer.  The surgery will require rather extensive recovery time, so following 
the surgery I will be utilizing my unused Study Leave and unused Vacation Time to take a Sick 

Leave.  Consequently, I will likely be absent for the next 6 weeks.   

When Paul was separated from the churches, which he had served for a time, Paul kept a wary 

eye on them from a distance.  Indeed, he kept on eye on the saints of Philippi, while he was 

imprisoned in Rome sending them Epaphroditus—his brother in Christ and co-worker—who 
brought them greetings from Paul in the form of a letter.  During my time away, I will be sending 

you Marjorie Wilhelmi, who has offered to worship with you, while I am recovering.  Marjorie is a 

dear friend and colleague.  She is also one of the best preachers, whom I know.  Enjoy her 
leadership on Sundays.  I wish that I could worship with you just to listen to Marjorie’s inspired 

messages!  I will also be sending you Charles Sadler.  Charles is a recent graduate of Princeton 
Theological Seminary and is currently serving as a resident chaplain at Beaumont Hospital.  

Charles will lead a Bible Study for you all on Thursday evenings as part of our Souper Study, 

which begins again next Thursday at 6:00 pm.  I think you will appreciate his fresh and youthful 
insights! 

During my time away, I trust that God will continue to work through this church family.  And, I am 
confident that your Session Leaders will continue to guide you all to follow in the ways of Christ.  

I ask you to support them in their leadership, as you have so faithfully supported me in my 

leadership here in this place.  Support them by praying for this church family, offering to help 
with the ministries of the church, and by attending the wonderful programs that your Session and 

Deacons work so very hard to put together.  Support your church family! 

From a distance, I will be praying for you all.  Indeed, I pray the prayer that Paul prayed for the 
Philippians.  “I pray that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 

to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 

praise of God.”   God bless you in the work that you are doing to his Glory … 

 

 

Pastor Mary   
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The Discipleship 
Growth Committee 

will meet on 
Wednesday,  
September 4 
at 7 PM.  

Please join us as we 
finalize plans  
for the fall. 

NOTE: 

Some program 

times and dates 

are still subject 
to change so 

please check 

the website or 
call the church 

office to confirm 

dates and 
times . 

Thursdays:   11:00 am – NOON  

Join with other members of our congregation to 
pray for special intentions here in our church 
and offer support for those needing God’s 
guidance and healing love.  A study session will 
follow prayer intentions. 

Thursday Prayer & Study Group 

We hope everyone enjoyed the summer 
and we look forward to the start of Sunday 

School on September 15th at 11:00 AM.  

Our program will serve children ages 3 
and up. We look forward to our new 

format and hope you will all pray for its 

success! 

Welcome Back to Sunday School 

Souper Study returns! 

Thursdays: 6:00 pm          

Join us on Thursday nights for a shared meal 
of Soup and bread at 6:00 PM followed by an 
engaging bible study led by Charles Sadler 
beginning at 7:00 PM.  Come with an open 
heart and mind to dig deeper in your faith 
and improve your relationship with God. 

NLPC July Finance Report 

7/31/2019 Cash Balance Monthly Change YTD Change 

$31,349.32       (  $  31.50)        $  372.48 

   

 YTD Budget YTD Actual 

Income $ 103,607.00  $ 123,198.18  

Expense $ 120,093.00  $ 106,191.56  

Total    ($16,486.00)  $  17,006.62 
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Please Note 

Marlene Misuraca has moved to 
Rose Senior Living!  Please update 

your records with her new 

address: 

   Marlene Misuraca 

    44003 Partridge Creek Blvd.  
    Apt   201 

   Clinton Township,  MI  48038 

       586-286-4979 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 

The church of every time and place 
wrestles with the distance between 

our immediate desires and God’s 

desires for all creation.  The times we 
are living in are no different and we 

hold fast to our faith that God’s peace 

is without boundaries.   In God’s 
time, our expectations can be 

expanded by God’s faithfulness.  

The Peace & Global Witness Offering 

encourages the church of our time to 

cast off anxiety and fear, discord and 
division, and embrace our 

reconciling God’s mission to those 

around the corner and around the 
world. 

May this season of peace quiet 
the anxiety of each of us as we 

pray and take action for God’s 

peace at all times in all ways. 

The Peace & Global Witness 

Offering will be collected on  
World Communion Sunday, 

October 6, 2019. Please give 

generously.  When we all do a 
little, it adds up to a lot.  

Twenty-five percent of our 
offering will be retained at NLPC 

to support peacemaking efforts 

in our community.  

NLPC Annual Picnic! 

 

 

Food Games Ice Cream 

Sign up on the bulletin board to bring a dish to share.  

(A Taco Bar and beverages will be provided.) 
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Dorcas Circle / 

New Life Presbyterian 

Women 

The Presbyterian Women 

and Dorcas Circle will 
meet together on 

Tuesday, September 10 at 

7 pm. in the church 
library.   We will begin a new 

study led by Joan Lockard.  Lynn 

Booth will lead the meeting and 
Laura MacKool will share a 

devotion. Dessert will be served 

by Amy Shoults. All women are 
invited to join us.  

 Rachel Circle 

The ladies of Rachel 

Circle will meet on 
Thursday, September 12th  

at 12:30 pm at Lakeside Family 

Restaurant. It is located on 
Schoenherr just S. of Lakeside Mall 

behind the Kroger Gas Station. All 

are welcome to join us!  

• Nathan Call- US Army 
(Valerie Robbins’  
 nephew) 

• SrA Shawn Konikson– 
US Air Force 

• Mike Stroud- US Air 
Force (Shirley Coar’s 
 grandson)  

• Justin Wright –Marilyn 
Wright’s grandson 

Red Cross Blood Drive Update 

NLPC's third Blood Drive of 2019 
on August 15 was extremely 

successful, collecting 48 units and 

saving 144 lives.  Forty-eight 
neighbors and 4 NLPC members 

presented themselves to donate 

blood.  Thirty-six donated whole 
blood, 6 donated double red, 2 

donated partial units, and 8 were 

deferred for minor medical 
reasons.  Thank you to all four 

NLPC donors.  And thank you to 
the NLPC Life Saving Teams: 1) 

Baking Team of Julie Angyal, Lynn 

Booth, Lori Haralson, Joyce 
Harrison, Margaret North, and 

James Tomlinson, 

2) Canteen Hosting Team of Lou 

Angyal, Lori Haralson, Bob 
Hitchcock, Emily Hitchcock, and 

James Tomlinson, 3) Signs by Bob 

Hitchcock, and 4) Blood Drive 
facilitation and scheduling by 

Shelley Claeys. 

After three Blood Drives in 2019, 

126 units have been collected 

saving 378 lives.  Our last Blood 
Drive of the year is scheduled on 

November 14.  

PNC Update/Congregational Meeting 

New Life’s PNC is pleased to report 
that they have a candidate to present 

to the congregation and they will be 

preaching at New Life on Sunday, 
September 22nd.   

Following worship that day, a  
congregational meeting will be 

held to vote on the candidate. 

Please mark your calendar and 
make every effort to be present.  
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NLPC Supports Children 

Cereal for Summer 

New Life participated 

in the Presbytery of 

Detroit’s annual 

Cereal for Summer 

campaign.   With 1 in 6 

families in the metro Detroit area 

considered food insecure, this extra 

food is needed, especially during 

the summer months. 

Over the past few months New life 

collected over 200 boxes of cereal, 

donating half to food pantries in our 

area and the other half to the POD 

for distribution through their 

programs.   

 

Fashion for Foster Families   

Our clothing drive that started out 

as a way to help the families served 

by Orchards Family Services has 

been very successful.  Marge Kunz 

has been sorting and boxing up the 

clothes that have been donated and 

she has filled over 75 boxes!   

In addition to 

helping families 

through OFS, we 

are now networking with Macomb 

Foster Closet in Mt. Clemens.  This 

100% volunteer organization 

donates all items directly to foster 

and adopted families.  They are 

grateful for our donations as there is 

a constant need for clothing for 

growing children!  If you have items 

to donate, please bring them to 

church and let either Marge Kunz or 

Lori Haralson know that you have a 

donation.   

Backpacks/Supplies 

New Life partnered 

with the Kiwanis to help 

provide assistance to 
children in need in Utica 

Community Schools.  We 

collected backpacks and school 
supplies during the month of 

August to help set these children 

up for a great start to the school 
year.  We collected over 50 

backpacks and were able to fill 

them with essential school 
supplies. 

 

Blessings in a Backpack 

Moving into the school 

year, New Life is 

supporting Blessing in a 

Backpack-Utica.  You may 

recall that this 100% 

volunteer organization 

provides weekend meals during 

the school year to children who 

may not have consistent access to 

food.  Backpacks are filled with 

non-perishable food items and are 

distributed on Friday.  Backpacks 

are returned each Monday to be 

refilled for the following Friday.  

Session voted to sponsor their 

fundraiser Evening Glow Halloween 

Run Against Hunger 5k Run/Walk 

scheduled for Saturday, October 

19.  The run will be held at 6:00 PM 

at River Bands Park in Shelby 

Township and registration is $25.  

A Kids Run is also offered for $5.  

Online registration is available at 

www.eastsideracingcompany.com. 

Contact the church office for more 

information.  

THANK YOU  all for so generously supporting these programs! 
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Children’s Page 



New Life Presbyterian Church Staff 

NEW LIFE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2019 

   www.facebook.com/newlifepresby 

11300 Nineteen Mile Road 

Sterling Heights, MI 48314 
Website:  

www.newlifepresby.org 

 Phone: 586-731-6133 

 Fax: 586-731-6629 

 E-mail: 

office@newlifepresby.org 

 NLPC Mission Statement (June 2016) 

 Assured of the new life we have received in Christ, we will live out our faith together through  

 worship, prayer, education, fellowship, and mission.  

 Being called to love all people, we will use our gifts to serve God in an imperfect world. 

 Equipped with our faith and filled with the Spirit, we will:  

   *reach out in acceptance to a diverse community; 

   *embrace the marginalized and show love to all; 

   *feed the hungry and care for the sick; 

   *search for peace and work for justice. 
 

STAFF 

                                                                Reverend  Mary Bahr-Jones, Interim Pastor 

                  Edyta Jaros               Sana Mansour   Shelley Claeys 

               Music Director               Child Care Supervisor        Secretary 

  

 BOARD OF SESSION 

Moderator: Rev. Mary Bahr-Jones                      Clerk: Valerie Robbins 

Marge Kunz, Lori Haralson, Frank Kunz, Bill Bowman, Sharon Gire, Charles Gough, Shayla Hansen, Dave Konik-

son, Callie Bowman-Tomlinson (Youth Elder) 
 

   BOARD OF DEACONS 

Moderator: Joan Lockard                           Secretary: Dorothy Harrington 

Judy Doverspike, Jodie Horan, Margie Hurst, Dorothy Harrington, Cheryl Konikson, Bob Hitchcock, Lynn Booth, 

Francis Booth, Lou Angyal  


